
World Upside Down: The Book of Acts 
Introduction 

Prologue 

1. On the road to Damascus: Acts 9.1-19 

a. The Dramatis personae 
(i) Jesus 
(ii) Holy Spirit 
(iii) St. Paul 
(iv) Disciples 
(v) Persecutors  

b. The Mission 

c. The Conflict 

Introduction 

2. The book of Acts is Part II to a “history of Christian origins” written by 
St. Luke. 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began 
to do and teach… 
 - Acts 1:1 

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the 
things that have been accomplished among us, just as those who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word 
have delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having 
followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have 
certainty concerning the things you have been taught.  

  - Luke 1:1–4 

 1

“Where, within eighty pages, will be found such a 
varied series of exciting events—trials, riots, 
persecutions, escapes, martyrdoms, voyages, 
shipwrecks, rescues—set in that amazing panorama 
of the ancient world—Jerusalem, Antioch, Philippi, 
Corinth, Athens, Ephesus, Rome? And with such 
scenery and settings—temples, courts, prisons, 
deserts, ships, barracks, theaters? Has any opera such 
variety? A bewildering range of scenes and actions 
(and of speeches) passes before the eye of the 
historian. And in all of them he sees the providential 
hand that has made and guided this great 
movement for the salvation of mankind.” 
  
    - E.J. Goodspeed 



 Luke the beloved physician greets you, as does Demas. 
  - Col 4:14 

Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, 
and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. 
 - Phm 1:23-24 

3. The purpose of Acts is to demonstrate how the mission of Jesus 
continues through His church.  

In the first book, O Theophilus*, I have dealt with all that Jesus began 
to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up… 
 - Acts 1:1–2 

And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary 
that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside 
and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning 
to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, 

 “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 
  that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  
 - Acts 13:46–48 

* Theophilus means “lover of God.” 

4. This book has sometimes been called “the Acts of the Holy Spirit.”  
  

* “Spirit” or “Holy Spirit” appears 60+ in the book of Acts 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began 
to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had 
given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen.  
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 - Acts 1:1–2 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
 - Acts 2:4 

But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
 - Acts 7:55 

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them.” 
 - Act 13:2 

5. Jesus’ resurrection was irrefutable.  

He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God.  

  - Acts 1:3 

He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to 
more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. 
 - 1 Corinthians 15.5-7 

  
6. The kingdom of God continues to be the focus of proclamation. 

He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God.  
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  - Acts 1:3 

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
 - Matthew 4:17 

Paul lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed 
all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching 
about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.  
 - Acts 28:30–31 

7. Jesus’ programmatic charge to His disciples also forms the outline for 
the book of Acts.  

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 - Acts 1.8 

i) Jerusalem: Acts 1.1-6.7 
ii) Judea & Samaria: Acts 6.8-9.31 
iii) Ends of the earth: Acts 9.32-28.31 

And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the 
priests became obedient to the faith.  
 - Acts 6.7 

So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had 
peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and 
in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.  
 - Acts 9.31
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