
The Rhythm of Faith: Lutheran Worship 
Hymns & Hymn of Praise 

1. What are some reasons that people sing? 

2. Singing is a fundamental expression of our faith in God.  

Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy 
name. 

  - Psalm 30.4 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.  

  - Colossians 3:16 

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with 
the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart. 

  - Ephesians 5:18–19 

3. God’s people sing for various and sundry reasons.  

‣ Praise: “Sing to the Lord a new song! Sing praises to Him, all the earth!” 
(Ps 98) 

‣ Confession of faith: “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so!” (Ps 107) 
‣ Confession of sins: “If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, who could 

stand?” (Ps 130) 
‣ Comfort: “Why are you cast down, O my soul? Hope in God, for I shall 

yet praise Him” (Ps 42) 
‣ Catechesis: “Come, O children, listen to me, and I will teach you the 

fear of the Lord” (Ps 34) 

“Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of 
language combined with the gift of song was given to man that he should 
proclaim the Word of God through Music.” 
  - Luther 
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4. The Gloria in Excelsis (“Glory in the highest”) is the great hymn of the 
Incarnation. 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this 
will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

 “Glory to God in the highest, 
  and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  
  - Luke 2:8–14 

5. Singing the Gloria, every Sunday becomes a little Christmas. 

“As Jesus was born in Bethlehem, so He also wants to enter into our hearts. 
As he came into the world on that first Christmas Day, so he comes to us in 
His Word and in His Sacrament. Every Sunday becomes Christmas, and we 
join with the angels in the first Christmas carol.” 
  - Berthold von Schenk 

“O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;  
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today”  
  - “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” LSB 361:4 

6. The Gloria is robustly Christological and Trinitarian.  

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
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For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

7. “This is the Feast” is the great hymn of Easter. 

C  This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 
  of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
And he will swallow up on this mountain 
  the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
  the veil that is spread over all nations. 
  He will swallow up death forever; 
 and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 
 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for 
the LORD has spoken.  
 - Isaiah 25:6–8 

8. By this feast God constitutes us as His people.  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to 
be people of God. Refrain 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory 
are His. Refrain 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
 and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
 from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
 and they shall reign on the earth.”  

  - Revelation 5:9–10 
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To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made 
us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.  
 - Revelation 1:5–6 

9. Gathered for the Feast, Heaven has already begun.  

C   Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all 
creation: 

  Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. 
  Amen. Refrain 
  
  For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. Refrain 

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the 
roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying 
out, 

“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself 
ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and 
pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 

  - Revelation 19:5–9 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood… 

 - Post-Communion Collect (3)
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