
The Rhythm of Faith: Lutheran Worship 
Introit & Kyrie 

1. The Introit (Latin introitus, “entrance”) sounds the keynote for the day. 

 Historically, it lends its name to Sundays in Advent, Lent, & Easter, e.g.: 
• Ad Te Levavi (“To you I lift”)—1st Sunday in Advent 
• Gaudete (“Rejoice”)—3rd Sunday in Advent 
• Invocabit (“When he calls”)—1st Sunday in Lent 
• Laetare (“Rejoice”)—4th Sunday in Lent 
• Quasimodo Geniti (“As newborn babes”)—2nd Sunday of Easter 

2. The Introit primes us for entering God’s presence. 

 Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 
  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
  let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  
  - Psalm 95:1–2 

 But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, 
  will enter your house. 
 I will bow down toward your holy temple 
  in the fear of you.  
  - Psalm 5:7 

3. Kyrie (Greek “Lord [have mercy]”) is the believer’s cry of faith.  

P  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C  Lord, have mercy. 

And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was 
crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely 
oppressed by a demon.”  
  - Matthew 15:21–22 
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On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and 
Galilee. And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at 
a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on 
us.”  
  - Luke 17:11–13 

4. The Kyrie is the glad reception of our King’s favor(s). 

And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples 
and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was 
sitting by the roadside. [47] And when he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” [48] And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out 
all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” [49] And Jesus stopped and 
said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. 
Get up; he is calling you.” [50] And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and 
came to Jesus. [51] And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” [52] 
And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And 
immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way.  
  - Mark 10:46–52 

“The Kyrie is not another confession of sins, but a prayer for grace and 
help in time of need—the ardent cry of the church for assistance.” 
 - Luther Reed 

5. The Kyrie expresses a longing for shalom. 

P  For the peace from above…for the peace of the whole world…for the 
well-being of the Church of God…let us pray to the Lord. 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 
 “May they be secure who love you! 
Peace be within your walls 
 and security within your towers!” 
For my brothers and companions' sake 
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 I will say, “Peace be within you!” 
For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 
 I will seek your good.  
 - Psalm 122:6–9 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
 - Jesus, John 14:27 

“Peace is the condition of wholeness and well-being that now exists on 
earth and in heaven because of the incarnation and atoning death of 
Jesus.” 
 - Art Just 

6. The Kyrie keeps us in mind of Luther’s last words.  

“Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to 
him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at 
table’? Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress 
properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat 
and drink’? Does he thank the servant because he did what was 
commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were 
commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was 
our duty.’”   
 - Luke 17:7–10 

“Wir sind alle Bettler. Hoc est verum” (German/Latin, “We are all beggars. 
This is true”). 

  - Martin Luther’s last words 

7. The liturgy embodies the ordered variety that humans need to thrive. 

The Introit is the first of the propers—those parts of the service that 
change (or are “proper”) each Sunday or season of the Church Year. The 
propers include: 

• Introit 
• Collect of the Day 
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• Hymns 
• Scripture readings 
• Sermon 
• Colors of the Church Year 

The Kyrie is an example of the ordinaries (from Latin ordo, “order”), those 
parts of the liturgy that are fixed from Sunday to Sunday and season to 
season. The ordinaries include: 

• Kyrie 
• Hymn of Praise (though cf. “This Is the Feast”) 
• Creed 
• Sanctus 
• Agnus Dei 

“Variety is the spice of life. But notice that it does not say, Variety is the 
entree one life. Nobody dines on pepper and oregano. A little novelty can 
go a long way.” 
 - Chip & Dan Heath 
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