
The Rhythm of Faith: Lutheran Worship 
Invocation 

1. What’s in a name? 

Name |nām| noun 

A word or set of words by which a person, animal, place, or thing is 
known, addressed, or referred to 

2. Invocation means “to call upon” (invocare) the name of God.  
  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 * We are “called out” (ekklesia → “church”) to “call upon” (invocare) 

3. The name of God establishes His presence.  

An altar of earth you shall make for me and sacrifice on it your burnt 
offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In 
every place where I cause my name to be remembered I will come to 
you and bless you. 

  - Exodus 20.24 

But you shall seek the place that the LORD your God will choose out 
of all your tribes to put his name and make his habitation there. There 
you shall go…then to the place that the LORD your God will choose, 
to make his name dwell there, there you shall bring all that I command 
you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the 
contribution that you present, and all your finest vow offerings that 
you vow to the LORD. 
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  - Deuteronomy 12.5, 11 

For now I have chosen and consecrated this house that my name may 
be there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all time. 

  - 2 Chronicles 7.16 

 Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; 
  I will protect him, because he knows my name. 
 When he calls to me (invocabit), I will answer him; 
  I will be with him in trouble; 
  I will rescue him and honor him. 
  - Psalm 91:14–15 

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among 
them.” 
 - Jesus, Matthew 18.20 

4. The Invocation of God’s name evokes Holy Baptism.  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them into 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 - Jesus, Matthew 28.19 

Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and 
upon your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the 
crucified. 
 - Rite of Holy Baptism, LSB p. 268 

*We are recalling who & whose we are. 
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5. The Sign of the Cross reinforces with the hands what’s believed in the 
heart.  

I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy 
hands. 

  - 1 Timothy 2:8 

 So I will bless you as long as I live; 
  in your name I will lift up my hands.  
  - Psalm 63:4 

In the morning when you get up, make the sign of the holy cross and 
say: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
 - Small Catechism, Daily Prayers 

“In all our undertakings—when we enter a place or leave it; before 
we dress; before we bathe; when we take our meals; when we light 
the lamps in the evening; before we retire at night; when we sit down 
to read; before each new task—we trace the sign of the cross on our 
foreheads.” 
 - Tertullian, c. 200 A.D. 

“The holy cross is the symbol of our salvation. We were signed with it 
when we were baptized. It is the sign by which the church blesses 
people and things. By using it we become part of the wonderful 
history of our faith and companions in the company of the saints. It 
is right that we should make the sign of the cross frequently and to 
glory in it, saying with St. Paul, “God forbid that I should glory save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Galatians 6.14). 
 - Paul Lang, Ceremony & Celebration 
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How to make the Sign of the Cross 
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