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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
5315 S 162nd St. Walton, NE 68461 

www.TrinityWalton.org 

Church Office: 402-782-6515 

Rev. Dr. Kevin J. Kohnke, Pastor: TrinityWaltonPastor@gmail.com 

Laura Hametis, Secretary:  TrinityWaltonSecretary@gmail.com 

Mission statement: “To make disciples of all people through a faithful ministry of Word and Sacrament.” 
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How Good Is Your Hearing? 

“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17)  How good is your 

hearing?  You might reply, “Very well, thank you.”  But how well and how regular is your hearing of the words 

of Jesus?  In Matt. 11:15 Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear¸ let him hear.”  There are really two types of 

hearing.  First is the hearing which takes place when our ears detect the sounds coming to us.  The second is 

not only detecting the sounds coming to us, but TAKING HEED AND RESPONDING TO WHAT WE ARE HEARING. 

When your child hears your words but does not respond, you say, “Did you HEAR me?” indicating that your 

child should HEED and respond to your words. That is what is implied in the words of Jesus.  So how does this 

all apply to us who are reading this?  Hearing and heeding the words of Jesus brings blessings beyond 

compare.  Listen to the promise from Jesus:  “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes 

him who sent me has eternal life.  He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.” (John 

5:24) The Holy Spirit uses the hearing of the word of Christ to create and sustain saving faith in us.  That is 

pure grace.  And Paul wrote in Ephesians 3:8-9, “By grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so no one may boast.”  God wants to give us the 

gift of saving faith and the Holy Spirit gives us faith through hearing the word of Christ.  But all these 

wonderful gifts are lost when we stop hearing and heeding the word of God.  Without such hearing and 

heeding of the Word, faith dies.  A dead faith is fruitless and saves no one.  Unfortunately, during a vacancy in 

a congregation, there is a tendency that attending worship to hear the words of Jesus declines.  The words of 

Jesus are still being taught and preached.  And our need to continue hearing the word of Christ has not 

diminished.  So, for the preservation of your faith, continue to come to God’s house of worship. Human nature 

tends to behave as an old saying goes, “While the cat’s away, the mice will play.”  But your eternal destiny is 

not a matter with which to play.  On a broader level the whole world tends to “play” while Jesus is visibly 

away.  But don’t let Satan deceive you into following the world.  Let us keep our eyes fixed on the things above 

and continue to hear and heed the words of Jesus. 

Pastor Holtzen 

http://www.trinitywalton.org/
mailto:TrinityWaltonPastor@gmail.com
mailto:TrinityWaltonSecretary@gmail.com
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Ladies Tuesday Bible Study!! 

We will continue the Bible Study on Old Testament book of Genesis!! 

Hope to see you there.  Please let Shirley Holtzen know if you will be 

joining and she will get you a copy of the study. Ph. 531-289-0396   

They meet the first Tuesday of the month, November 1st, @ 12:30! 

 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class: will continue with Revelation and finish up on November 13th.  A study of 

Romans will begin on November 20th.  

 

 Monday Night Bible class will finish the second week in November and take a break 

until the end of December.  We will do another 4-week bible study in January. Watch the 

December newsletter for details and the sign-up link.   

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Dollars at Work 

Our $500 Mission Dollars for November goes to: Armed Forces Ministry of the LCMS. 

The LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces supports all LCMS chaplains who serve on 

active duty, in the reserves, the National Guard, Civil Air Patrol, and Coast Guard 

Auxiliary. LCMS chaplains deliver Word and Sacrament ministry to our military 

personnel and their families. 

The LCMS cares deeply for those who currently serve, for those who have donned the 

cloth of our nation in uniform, and for those who served our nation and live in our 

communities. 

Our pastors of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod serve honorably and with 

distinction as military chaplains. From the Civil War through both World Wars, Korea, Vietnam, and current 

areas of conflict, our chaplains bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to those protecting our great nation. 

Some chaplains serve on forward bases in harm’s way, others onboard ships maintaining vigilant watch 

over the seven seas, and others walk the flight line on isolated Air Bases engaging Airmen on faith and family 

as they load fighter aircraft for combat operations. These “pastors in uniform” provide Word and Sacrament 

ministry while enduring hardship, constant peril and danger. 

The LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces assists and trains congregations through project Operation 

Barnabas. The goal is to equip and encourage local LCMS members in compassionate care and witness by 

training outreach to all military connected people (active, reserve, retired, veterans and their loved ones). 

Our LCMS Barnabas congregations and chapters reach out to these families through witness and mercy 

at the local level, whether it is the families of loved ones deployed or assisting those who have served to 

reintegrate back home with their family, their church and their community. 
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Alberts Joke of the month and one from your church secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Birthdays 

11/3 Greg Pavey 

11/4 Lance Maahs  

11/5 Kristi Refior  

11/6 John Page  

11/10 Lucas Bruss, Karen Luebke, Dick 

Heinke  

11/10 Emah Maahs, Kilee Oetjen, Wauneta 

Peterson  

11/11 Madelyn Kuska, Moses Grant 

11/15 Terry Overbeck 

11/16 Greg Retzlaff  

11/21 James Rodney 

11/22 Rev. Merlin Holtzen  

11/24 Tali Harding  

11/27 Steve Haack  

11/28 Willa Oetjen  

11/29 Shelby Bruss 

 
 

Anniversaries 

11/1/1963 Mervin & Margene Meyer 

11/11/2000 Nathan & Jill Rink 

11/29/1969 Rev. Merlin & Shirley Holtzen 
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Mary & Martha League:   The next meeting is November 17th    

The Mary and Martha League meets the third Thursday of each month at 1:30 in the church 
fellowship hall. Please join us. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Kirk Nisley for 
replacing the faucets in the in the church kitchen and putting a new water 
filter on the faucet of the small sink.   The new faucets will make serving 
and clean-up after serving meals much easier for us and we greatly 
appreciate them. 

So far this year we have collected $504.24 in Mites.  This money will 
be sent to the Nebraska District of the LWML where a portion will be used 
for mission projects within the state of Nebraska and the remainder will be 
sent to the LWML offices in St. Louis where it will be used to support 
mission projects throughout the world.  Remember every penny, nickel and dime counts. 

The first two Sundays of November we will be making the yearly collection of money for 
Peoples City Mission.  All moneys collected will be sent to the Peoples City Mission before 
Thanksgiving. We ask that if you are going to write a check, please make it out to the Mary and 
Martha League and put Peoples City Mission in the memo line. 
 

 

 

 

Church History 
While cleaning out his office, 
Pastor Kohnke found this old 
picture from 1938.  6 couples 
celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversary at the same time! It is 
amazing that the grandkids of 
some of these folks are still in 
this church.  
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Church Book review:  Prayers, Paws & Providence by Diann Hunt 

From the back cover: When two very special dogs descend on Acorn Hill, Alice wonders, could a dog be an 

answer to prayer? Alice’s prayer is for Paula Middleton, a new resident who lives alone and suffers from 

seizures.  After Paula is injured in a fall, Alice determines the town must do something for the young woman-

and a service dog may be just the thing.  But will the church board approve the expense?  In the meantime, who 

owns the mysterious black dog that’s been watching over the citizens of Acorn Hill like a guardian angel?  

 Once you visit the charming village of Acorn Hill, tucked away in rural Pennsylvania, you’ll never want 

to leave. Townsfolk relax on their porch swings or gather to discuss the day’s events at the Coffee Shop over 

homemade pie.  It’s the kind of town where friendship and faith flow together like a wide river on a fine spring 

day.  

 And you’ll love spending time with the Howard sisters, who have begun a new life together in their 

childhood home, a gracious Victorian house that is now a bed-and-breakfast called Grace Chapel inn.  Here 

they rekindle old memories, rediscover the bonds of sisterhood, revel in the blessings of friendship and meet 

many fascinating guests along the way.  
 
Christmas Eve Preparation The children have begun rehearsing for 

The Christmas Eve Service.  Rehearsals are during the Sunday School 

hour as well as Saturday, December 10th, and 17th from 9-11am.  If you 

would like your child to participate or you would, like to volunteer to 

help, please contact Erin Singh.   
 
Advent Services:    Advent services will be November 30th, December 
7th, 14th & 21st.  Service will begin at 7:00pm and livestreamed on 
Facebook.     
 
Advent Potluck dinners: The Sunday Circle is looking to host the 
dinners.  They will set up the drinks and provided desserts.  Final 
decision will be made at the Voters meeting.  Watch the November 
bulletin for more details.  
 
 

Sunday Circle will meet next after church on November 6th.      
The Sunday Circle meets the first Sunday of each month immediately follow the Church 
service in the small conference room outside the Church office. We welcome all who have 
an interest in helping. 

The Sunday Circle is currently working on a new banner for Advent.  Look for it at 
the first Advent service on November 30th. 

Mark your calendar, find your recipes, and get your cookie baking skills 
practiced.  The Cookie Walk will be on December 11th this year. 

 

 



   
 

6 
 

 



   
 

   
 

November 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

  

  

 

  

 

1  

Woman’s Bible 

Study 12:45 

Fellowship Hall 

 

2 3 

 

 

Funeral of Gilbert 

Luebke 11:00am 

4 5 

6 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

11:15 Sunday Circle   

  

 

7 

 

Bible Study 

7:00pm  

 

8 
 

 

9 10 11 12  

Elder’s Meeting 7:00 

am @HyVee 70th & 

Pioneer   

     

13 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

    

14 

 

Bible Study 

7:00pm  

 

15 

 

16  

 

Orphan Grain 

Train-Work Day 

 

17 

 

1:30 p.m. Mary & 

Martha League 

 

18 19 

20   

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service   

   

21 

 

  

22 23  

 

 

24 

 

Newsletter Print 

Day 

 

25 26 

27 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

Mite Box Sunday   

   

28 

 

 

 

 

29 30 

 

Advent Service 

7:00pm 

       

 Church fellowship hall reserved on:  None at the time of printing the newsletter.  



 

 

Those serving in November, 2022   Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

  Elders        Altar Guild 

  

 6th Tracy Refior, Steve Cartagena 6th  Margene Meyer, Kristi Refior 

 13th Alan Retzlaff, Tim Holtzen  13th Shirley Retzlaff, Deb Pavey  

 20th Hank Oetjen, Dennis McClarnon 20th Erin Singh, Megan Rexroth  

 27th Alan Retzlaff, Steve Cartagena  27th Becky Nisley, Laura Hametis 

  

         

 Acolyte         Pastor Schedule:  

 6th   Lydia Oetjen 6th   Pastor Schaedel 

 13th Knoxly May 13th  Pastor Holtzen 

 20th Willa Oetjen 20th  Pastor Schaedel 

 27th Jason DeNino  27th  Pastor Holtzen
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