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This months Pastor’s page is supplemented with a story that Laura thought you might enjoy.  The 
writer of this story is unknown.  

 
Two ropers. One young. One older. The younger one drove for two days to get to the heifer 

roping jackpot. The older roper came from his home ranch nearby.  The young roper had a partner, 
and they were a money winning team. However, this time, his partner was not able to come at the last 
minute. 

Having heard the news while he was already on the road, the young roper decided to stay on 
the road and had faith that there would be a partner there for him to rope with.  Everyone likes to take 
home some prize money, but for him, the roping and time spent with other cowboys was important 
too.  Fellowship amongst those who spoke the same language of the rope and the horse.  We’ll call 
this young roper Trapper. 

The older roper always came to the roping’s. Even when the younger, faster ropers would 
snicker at his beat-up old truck and dusty trailer.  He didn’t saddle his horse fast, and got on even 
slower.  Once on board, however, he was strength and grace.  He and his horse had many hundreds 
of hours in the saddle together and knew each other perfectly well.  The gelding knew when the older 
roper, we’ll call him Leroy, was resting and when he was ready to rope. 

Leroy often had no partners at the roping’s, but he enjoyed going and sometimes he’d get to 
toss a loop or two.  More often than not he would spell the time keepers or be a judge.  Many times, 
he’d just sit on his horse, alongside the arena, and watch.  Glove on, rope ready and waiting. 

Trapper arrived, tired from a long drive, and unloaded his horses.  He always brought a young 
horse with him to these far away roping’s. Nothing like time on the road to season a horse, and it was 
always good to have a back-up horse.  He got there a bit late and the only parking spot was next to a 
beat-up old Chevy truck pulling a dusty stock trailer. 

He got the horses unloaded, watered, and brushed off.  As he was cleaning out the last of the 
horse manure from the trailer Leroy walked over to introduce himself.  Trapper was happy to see a 
friendly face, and Leroy sure seemed to know everyone by their horse and rig.  Leroy didn’t get off his 
horse, but leaned down to shake Trapper’s hand. “Let me know if you need a partner today son,” he 
said, “I’m not the fastest heeler but I’m steady.” 

Trapper said thanks, and said he would see if there was anyone on the roster needing a 
header.  Leroy nodded, he understood. Young fellers didn’t want to be saddled with the old man. 
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As he walked his sorrel heading horse to the timer’s table, Trapper couldn’t help but thing about 
Leroy. He seemed like a seasoned old hand, probably learned to rope on the job when he was 
young.  Something about him prickled at the back of his mind.  Getting his number and signing the 
releases distracted him and he forgot the not quite formed memory at the back of his mind.  He asked 
if anyone was needing a header. The girls shook their heads, no.  The older lady said, “There’s Leroy. 
He is a steady heeler.  And he always needs a partner.” 

Trapper paused, and it came to him. Something his grandpa had said years ago, leaning on a 
round pen rail chewing on a toothpick. “Son, don’t pick a horse or a partner for their speed or fancy 
nature. Always find someone steady.” 

Smiling, Trapper, said sure. Sign me up with Leroy. A couple of young guns snickered when 
they overheard him.  They thought there was no way, no matter how good he was, that this new guy 
was gonna take home more than a chewed off ear from listening to Leroy’s stories. 

Riding over to the blue roan that was dozing alongside the arena, Trapper coughed.  Leroy 
looked up, and smiled. 
“What can I do ya for son?” he asked. 
“Well,” Trapper started, “I was hoping you’d be my heeler today.  I hear you are steady.” 
The grin that lit up Leroy’s face make him look years younger. He sat up a bit straighter and tidied the 
coils on his rope. 
“Why sure. That’d be fine.” he stammered slightly, “That’d be just fine.” 

They roped that day.  And visited. Trapper shared about growing up with his Grandpa on the 
ranch. Leroy shared about young horses and pretty girls.  They laughed. They roped. And they were 
steady. 

Trapper soon learned his only job was to keep the barrier unbroken and catch the head. Leroy 
never missed.  He wasn’t the fastest but there were no empty loops, single hocks or wasted dallies. 
They found themselves in second place going into the last go-round.  The snickering and talking had 
long since stopped. Everyone looked at Leroy like they had never seen him before.  Trapper had to 
smile. Grandpa would be proud. 

The last heifer was a bit wild, long line of range cows beget her, and she wasn’t going to forget 
it in the arena.  She dashed out of the gate and Trapper was quick to toss his loop on her horns and 
she ducked, just a bit. Enough that he had to fish the loop back on.  When he had her caught and 
turned, Leroy did his job and caught her.  That little wobble was a three-tenths of a second onto their 
time. That was almost exactly what they lost by. 

At the after roping BBQ, as the teams got their buckles and cheques, Leroy and Trapper were 
talking at a back table.  They knew they’d get some gas money out of the day, and that was always 
good. The friendship they were forming, however, was priceless. 

The next year Trapper came down to the roping, and his partner was able to be there. They 
agreed, however, to pay the extra fee and ride with Leroy if he was still around.  Leroy was still 
around, dragging that old trailer behind the beat-up Chevy. They parked next to him, and found him 
on the same old blue roan.  He was sporting a new shiny buckle that was inscribed with his name, 
and with a gold team on it, with this written underneath: He’s steady. 

Trapper smiled, so glad that his friend was enjoying his anonymous gift. What a joy to give him 
something without him needing to know who it was from or to think he was in debt for it.  Seeing his 
joy was thanks enough.  After all, Leroy had given him more at that one roping than he would ever 
know. He helped Trapper renew his faith. 

They roped again. And this year they won.  That was Leroy’s last roping.  Trapper kept in 
touch, as best as busy men can, and when he got news of Leroy’s passing, he went down for the 
service.  A young man came up to him at the graveside and shook his hand. 
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“You must be Trapper!” he exclaimed. “You are the fella that Grandpa told us about. Thanks for 
coming.” 

Trapper, after everyone had gone, stood looking down at the stone.  His face pinched as he 
tried to force back a tear. Someone had carved Leroy’s buckle image on the stone.  His epitaph was: 
He’s steady. And underneath: He’s riding for the Lord now. 

You see their talks, while waiting for their turn at those roping’s, turned to things beyond 
horses and cows, girls and trucks. They talked about being steady for God, about witnessing in the oil 
patch and bunk house. About how God doesn’t want us to be the fastest or the hardest running, He 
just wants us to be steady. To be there. 

God is steady. He is always there.  You don’t need to look over to know, you can trust Him to 
be there with you.  As close as your breath away. …… here is a good read to start the week. If you 
read it all just say…. Steady 
 
Ladies Tuesday Bible Study!! 

We will continue the Bible Study on Old Testament book of Genesis!! 

Hope to see you there.  Please let Shirley Holtzen know if you will be 

joining and she will get you a copy of the study. Ph. 531-289-0396   

They meet the first Tuesday of the month, October 4th, @ 12:30! 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class: Beginning September 25th, the Sunday morning Bible class will continue with 

Revelation chapters 19-22.  Watch for future announcements as to what the next study will be.   

 

 Monday Night Bible class will be offered by Pastor Holtzen beginning October 24th 

through November 14th.  The title is "The Bible on Trial:  Beyond a Reasonable Doubt."  It 

will include a video with each lesson 

and run for only 4 sessions.  Please let Laura know if you plan to attend so the correct 

number of copies can be made.  Sign up link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084aada82baaff2-thebible 

 

Our Mission Dollars at Work 

Our $500 Mission Dollars goes to Lutheran Bible Translators  

Lutheran Bible Translators, in partnership with the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY), unveiled 
the Helge Center for Scripture Engagement on June 19th in Ethiopia. This building will be monumental for 
expanding partnership in Bible translation. 
 

 

“This is a model project in developing a sustainable program, while 

incorporating the Bible as the center of all the programs, ministry, 

and practices of the church, as well as generating revenue to run the 
program resourcefully.” - 
Rev. Dr. Bruk Ayele 
(President of Mekane 
Yesus Seminary) 
 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084aada82baaff2-thebible
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Alberts Joke of the month and one from your church secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thank You Note:  

Thank you to all who stepped up and helped the Kohnke’ s pack and 

move.  Thanks also for the lunch on Sept 11. We enjoyed the opportunity to 

visit. 

Pastor Kohnke’ s email is kjkohnke@yahoo.com  Pastor & Candy’s new 

address is: 221 Highway CC Wellsville, MO 63384 

TrinityWaltonPastor@gmail.com is the email for the pastor of Trinity and will 

remain with Trinity. At the present time Laura Hametis, Church Secretary, 

will be monitoring that email.  

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you would like to add to the Prayer Chain, or have an update for a person on the prayer 

chain, please contact Nancy Klopfenstein at nklopfenstein47@gmail.com 

 

Sunday Circle will meet next after church on October 2nd      
The Sunday Circle meets the first Sunday of each month in the small meeting room outside the church 
office.  Please come and join us. 
 We are completing our most recent Banner on the 30th of September. We will be sponsoring the Cookie Walk 
in December again this year. Watch your Bulletin for information on the Cookie Walk. 
 

Vacancy Update:   The Elders and your church secretary are currently working through a Congregational Self 

Study.  Please watch your email or church mailbox for a list of questions we would like you to answer, so we 

can better answer the questions on this study.   

mailto:kjkohnke@yahoo.com
mailto:TrinityWaltonPastor@gmail.com
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Church Book review:  Arch Books 
Arch® Books have brought Bible stories to life for millions of children worldwide since 
1965. Perfect bedtime reading for children ages 5 to 9, Arch Books have long been 
trusted to teach important Bible stories with language and artwork that speak to 
preschoolers and beginner readers. 
 

Our church library has a large selection of Arch books.  Each year 

during VBS the kids hear that day’s lesson from an Arch book.  

They love the stories and ask lots of good questions about the story.  

Check some out today!  

If you have a book that you would like others to hear about, please let Laura know 

and she will feature it in the next newsletter.  

 

 
Mary & Martha League:   The next meeting is October 20th   @1:30pm.     

The Zone Fall rally is October 2nd at Calvary Lutheran church.  We will be 

collecting a free will offering on September 25th, so that we can by Gift Cards to 

be donated to the zone.  The gift cards will be donated to Friendship Home, and 

other organizations to be used to help people in need.     

Shirley showed us all the updates to the library that she has done in the last 

month.  Please come check the library out.  

We meet the third Thursday of each month in the church basement at 1:30. We 

welcome new members with open arms. 

October Birthdays 

 

10/4 Karla Snoozy 

10/9 Jacob Bremer, Roland Meyer 

10/10 Nataley Slack 

10/11 Becky Nisley 

10/12 Sue Bruss 

10/14 Roger Pearson 

10/15 Jayden Harper 

10/20 Maryah Harding, Lisa Kemper 

10/21 Hallie Rink 

10/21 Erik Luebke 

10/26 Adam DeNino 

10/27 Margene Meyer 

10/28 Cara Scholl 

10/30 Jeff Plager 

 

Anniversaries  

 

10/7/1995 Greg & Debbie Pavey 

10/10/1997 Leonard & Sherry Harper 

10/29/2011 Tracy & Kristi Refior 
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Students entering grades 6 through 8……You are invited! 
 
Registration includes Saturday dinner and Sunday breakfast, 
snacks, speakers, talent show, and games! (Hotel NOT included.) 
Middle school youth and their leaders are invited to 
come and learn from our theme which is centered on 
the word SHOW and based on Romans 5:8. 
 

For more information, contact your youth leader; Karla Snoozy 
 
Holiday Inn Conference Center Kearney, Nebraska $105 per person plus lodging. (If registered by 
September 30)  

But God SHOWS his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Romans 5:8 
 

 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Ruby Oetjen on her confirmation.  September 11th 2022 
  
Her Bible verse is Isaiah 41:10 God says to “fear not, for I am with you; be 

not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
 

 

 

Special thanks to Jule Maahs for making the deserts for the Confirmation 

and going away event for Pastor and Candy. Thanks to Tracy and Kristi 

Refior for arranging the meal for the event.  Thanks to everyone who helped 

clean and get the basement ready before and after. 

 

Christmas Eve Preparation has begun.  Please let Erin Singh know if you 

can help with the children’s program, and if you plan to be here or not.  This years’ service is called “This is my 

Son” The kids started learning the songs in Sunday School already!!



   
 

   
 

October 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

  

  

 

  

 

     1 

2 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

11:15 Sunday Circle   

  

 

3 

 

  

4 
 

Woman’s Bible 

Study 12:45 

Fellowship Hall 

 

5 6 7 8   

Elder’s Meeting 7:00 

am @HyVee 70th & 

Pioneer W/ Circuit 

Visitor 

   

9 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

    

10 

 

11 

 

12 13 

 

 

14 15 

16   

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service   

   

17 

 

Voters Meeting 

Reports Due 

18 19  

 

Orphan Grain 

Train-Work Day 

 

20 

 
1:30 p.m. Mary & 

Martha League 

 

 

21 22 

23/30 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

Mite Box Sunday 23rd.  

Voters Meeting 30th  

24/31 

 

Bible Study 

7:00pm  

24th & 31st  

 

 

25 26 27 

 

Newsletter Print 

Day 

28 29 

 Church fellowship hall reserved on: October 30th for the Voters meeting.  



 

 

Those serving in October, 2022   Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

  Elders        Altar Guild 

  

 2nd Alan Retzlaff, Tracy Refior 2nd Margene Meyer, Kristi Refior 

 9th  Dennis McClarnon, Hank Oetjen 9th  Deb Pavey, Shirley Retzlaff 

 16th Tim Holtzen, Tracy Refior  16th Erin Singh, Megan Rexroth  

 23rd Steve Cartagena, Hank Oetjen 23rd Laura Hametis, Becky Nisley 

 30th Alan Retzlaff, Dennis McClarnon 30th Sandy Kemper, Laura Hametis 

         

 Acolyte         Pastor Schedule:  

 2nd Lydia Oetjen 2nd Pastor Holtzen 

 9th  Knoxly May 9th  Pastor Schaedel 

 16th Willa Oetjen 16th Pastor Holtzen 

 23rd Jason DeNino  23rd Pastor Schaedel

 30th Bianca Singh  30th Pastor Holtzen 
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