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Church Office: 402-782-6515 

Rev. Dr. Kevin J. Kohnke, Pastor: TrinityWaltonPastor@gmail.com 

Laura Hametis, Secretary:  TrinityWaltonSecretary@gmail.com 

Mission statement: “To make disciples of all people through a faithful ministry of Word and Sacrament.” 
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By their fruits you will know them 

Matthew 7:15-23   15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are 

ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs 

from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree 

cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the 

will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 

your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I 

declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

The infiltration of the church by false doctrine proceeds little by little. This is the pattern. In the 

beginning say false teachers, we have a teaching that is not found in the Bible, but it is not worth the trouble to 

fight about it. Let's keep the church together. Then they say orthodox teaching and the foreign teaching are 

equal. Both are valid. Finally, when false teachers have power, they forbid sound doctrine in favor of error. 

Therefore, there is the rephrase, "The church always needs reformation," because the source of false 

doctrine is not a man, but the devil. The devil has his agents outside and inside the church. Its mission is the 

same: To deceive the people of God, and to sow divisions and false doctrines. The church must be united, but 

not only in an outward form, but in true doctrine. 

Sometimes false prophets show their nature in their way of life. They share a message of “everyone is 

okay” they tell you what you want hear, not what you need to hear. Many times, Biblical teaching is difficult for 

each of us to hear. But sometimes in the favor of peace we ignore Biblical teaching and follow the wishes of 

those who make the most noise., the way of Christ is the way of the cross. In this world, we will encounter 

difficulties and trials, we will be faced with the truth of God’s word and asked how we are measuring up to 

God’s will. 

False prophets, at times, are good examples in some respects. They do not live in open sin. They speak 

with pious words and with biblical quotations. But the devil can quote the Scriptures to deceive us. In the 

temptation of Jesus, the devil tried to deceive Jesus with biblical quotations, but our Lord said that we should 

listen to all the counsel of the Scriptures, not just the part we want to hear. We must study the Scriptures in our 

homes to recognize at what point a false prophet departs from the Scriptures. For this is his fruit also: To divert 
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from the Word of God. We must listen to the preaching of the Word in a church that has a solid, Scripture-based 

confession. That is why, Luther and the Reformers said, "Scripture alone" is the standard of faith. The standard 

of faith is not dreams or visions but the Word alone! 

           

Pastor Kohnke 
 

Confirmation: On Sunday September 11, 2022 Ruby Oetjen will be confirmed. The Board of Elders will ask 

her questions from the catechism on Sunday September 4th after the worship service.  The congregation is 

invited to attend this questioning to be held in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Who do we call for pastoral care during the vacancy? 

As most of you already know Pastor Kohnke will be retiring September 11th and moving to Missouri. This 

will leave us with a pastoral vacancy. The elders have already met with our circuit visitor Pastor Jeff 

Scheich to start the call process for a new pastor. For the time being we have arranged with retired 

Pastors Merlin Holtzen of Trinity and Pastor Robert Schaedel of Faith to help fill in. Pastor Holtzen and 

Pastor Schaedel will split up the Sundays each serving approximately two Sundays per month as their 

schedules permit. Pastor Holtzen will teach the Sunday morning Bible class. Pastor Schaedel already 

does a number of shut-in calls for Faith and has graciously agreed to add our shut-in members to his list 

starting in September. Prayer requests should be sent to Laura and she will forward them on to the 

pastor that will be serving the following Sunday. After September 11th if you have a need for 

“emergency” pastoral care you may contact Pastor Schaedel at 785-452-0567. 

The elders will attempt to keep the congregation informed of our progress as we work through the call 

process. The first steps usually include doing a congregational assessment or study to determine our 

needs and the overall character of our particular church. If you serve on any boards or committees the 

elders may need to reach out to you for information to complete the study. Members should be 

prepared for the call process to take some time. There is a general trend over the last few years of older 

pastors retiring at a higher rate than new pastors graduating from the seminaries. As a result, the pool 

of pastors available to call has generally gotten smaller. In addition, it is possible when we extend a call 

it may be declined. Please be patient during the process and pray for the elders as we try to move 

forward. 

TrinityWaltonPastor@gmail.com is the email for the pastor of Trinity and will remain with Trinity. At the 

present time Laura Hametis, Church Secretary, will be monitoring that email.  

Pastor Kohnke’ s email is kjkohnke@yahoo.com 

Sunday Circle will meet next after church on September 4th     
The Sunday Circle meets the first Sunday of each month in the small meeting room outside the church 
office.  Please come and join us. 
Our primary activity is making banners for the church.  Currently we are working on a banner for Pentecost.   
We support Lutheran Bible Translators with a yearly gift. In the past year we supported Orphan Grain 
Train by our Undie Sunday collection and our Hygiene Kit collection for which we thank the 
congregation for their generosity. 
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Ladies Tuesday Bible Study!! 

We will continue the Bible Study on Old Testament 

book of Genesis!! Hope to see you there.  Please let 

Shirley Holtzen know if you will be joining and she will 

get you a copy of the study. Ph. 531-289-0396   

They meet the first Tuesday of the month, September 6, 

@ 12:30! 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class: Pastor Holtzen will wrap up the Sunday Morning Bible Study: "Christians in 

a Woke World: A Call to Courage, Confession and Love" By Rev. Paul Dare on September 18th.  Beginning 

September 25th, the Sunday morning Bible class will continue with Revelation chapters 19-22.  Watch for 

future announcements as to what the next study will be.  In October there will be a Monday night Bible study at 

7:00 p.m. that will last only FOUR sessions and will include videos.  Watch for future announcements for what 

the topic will be and whether there will be any need to notify us of your intent to attend. 

 

Our Mission Dollars at Work 

Our $500 Mission Dollars goes to The Haiti 

Lutheran Mission Society.  Their mission is based 

on Matthew 28:16-20.  Then Jesus came to them 

and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely, I 

am with you always, to the very end of the age.”   

A joint affair  

September 11th will be Confirmation Day for 

Ruby Oetjen.  It will also be Pastor Kohnke’ s last 

Sunday with us at Trinity.  A catered meal will be 

provided in the fellowship hall after the service 

that Sunday.  Please sign up in the Narthex so 

enough food can be ordered for the event 

 
Alberts Joke of the month 

and one from your church 

secretary. 

 
PRAYER CHAIN:  If you would like to add to the Prayer Chain, or have an update for a person on the prayer 

chain, please contact Nancy Klopfenstein at nklopfenstein47@gmail.com 
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Church Book review: A possible new section in the monthly newsletter.  If you 

have read a book from the church library you think others would enjoy, please let 

Laura know, and what book and what about the book that you liked why you think 

others would enjoy it!   

 

 
Mary & Martha League:   The next meeting is September 15th  @1:30pm.    The 

Mary and Martha League would like to thank the congregation for the purchase of a deep freeze for the 
kitchen.  It will be well used for the various meals that are served by the Mary and Martha League, other 
groups in the congregation, and members who will be preparing meals in the church kitchen.  We ask that if 
you put something in the freezer that you label it, date it, and remove it in a timely manner.  Any items left in 
the freezer for over a year will be disposed of. 

Being in charge of the Church Library, we would like to repeat what was 
brought up in the announcements on Sunday August 21st.  The library is in 
the fellowship hall in the north east corner.  There are nonfiction and fiction 
books available for both adults and children.  To check out a book simple sign 
the card found inside the front cover of the book 
and place it in the white plastic container on the 
library table.  You may keep the book as long as 

you need it.  When you return the book, simply place it in the blue plastic 
crate housed under the history display.  If you are looking for a specific 
title or subject you can look it up in the card file where you will find the call 
number that is on the spine of each book. 

Recently we were given pictures of church and parsonage which 
were taken in 1991.  That got us to thinking about a new leaf for the 
history display.  If you have old pictures of the church, parsonage, or cemetery that you can put a 
date with, we would like to make a display titled: Trinity Through the Decades.  Please put your name 
on the back of each picture so we can return to you anything we do not use.  You may put your 
pictures in Merlin and Shirley Holtzen’ s mail box in the Narthex. 

We meet the third Thursday of each month in the church basement at 1:30. We welcome new 
members with open arms. 

September Birthdays 
9/1 Mark Kemper, Mat Broening, Melinda Pike 

9/4 Laura Hametis, Paul Lemke 
9/6 Eden May, Andrew DeNino 

9/9 Steve Hiatt 

9/14 Nolan Maahs 

9/18 Tracy Refior 

9/19 Marin Maahs 

9/22 Emma Rink 

9/25 Kilian Kemper 

9/27 Madelyn Rosecrans 

 

 

September Anniversaries 

9/8 Derrick & Megan Rexroth 2018 

9/23 Rev. Kevin & Candace Kohnke 1995 

9/25 Dennis & Rosanne McClarnon 1977 

9/27 Barbie & Logan Bruss 1986 

  

  

 



   
 

   
 

September 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

  

  

 

  

 

  1 2 3 

4 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

11:15 Sunday Circle   

Elders & Confirmation 

Questioning 

 

5  

 

Labor Day 

6 
 

Woman’s Bible 

Study 12:45 

Fellowship Hall 

 

7 8 9 10   

Elder’s Meeting 7:00 

am @HyVee 70th & 

Pioneer W/ Circuit 

Visitor 

   

11  

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

 Confirmation   

Luncheon after church.   

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

  

15 

 

1:30 p.m. Mary & 

Martha League 

 

16 17 

18   

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service   

   

19 20 21  

 

Orphan Grain 

Train-Work Day 

 

22 

 

 

Newsletter Print 

Day 

23 24 

25 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

Mite Box Sunday   

 

26 

 

27 28 29 30   

 Church fellowship hall reserved on: September 4th & 11th  



 

 

Those serving in September, 2022   Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

  Elders        Altar Guild 

  

 4th  Hank Oetjen, Tracy Refior 4th   Candy Kohnke, Shirley Retzlaff 

 11th Steve Cartagena, Alan Retzlaff 11th  Erin Singh, Megan Rexroth 

 18th Dennis McClarnon, Hank Oetjen 18th  Laura Hametis, Becky Nisley  

 25th Tim Holtzen, Steve Cartagena 25th   Sandy Kemper, Deb Pavey  

 

         

 Acolyte    

 4th    Lydia Oetjen    

 11th  Knoxly May 

 18th Willa Oetjen 

 25th  Ruby Oetjen  
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