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Isaiah 46:4  Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry 

you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you. 
The first and basic promise of God is: I will always love you. Our text says, "Even to your old age and 

gray hairs I am He."  It's another way of saying: "I never change.  I'm always the same God no matter how old 

you get.  I will always love you."   

Under the question "What is God?" Luther’s small Catechism lists eleven very important characteristics 

of our God: eternal, all-powerful, all-knowing, holy, just, all-present, and the most important and basic, merciful 

and gracious. 

In spite of what some people think, the Old Testament pictures God as a God who will always love His 

people.  When Moses met Him at the burning bush He said: I am that I am."  He is the changeless God of love.  

In love He led Israel out of their bondage in Egypt.  In love He fed them with manna and qual even when they 

did not deserve it.  In love He gave them the promised land.  In love He forgave Israel every time they returned 

asking for forgiveness or for reinstatement as his children. 

The New Testament records the supreme proof of His love.  In spite of the ingratitude of the people and 

the fact that they generally rejected and even stoned the true prophets of God, He sent His only Son to seek and 

to save all who were lost. John 3 Verse 16 which I am sure Della memorized when she left the family farm and 

resided in town so that she could attend catechism classes. This passage says it so simply. "For God so loved the 

world that He gave His only Son that who so ever believes on Him should not perish but have everlasting life."   

  This changeless God says in our text: Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who 

will sustain you." Since God loves His people, He has also promised to take care of them. In our text He 

promises: Even to your gray hairs I will sustain you; I have made you and I will carry you."  

The final promise of God in this text is, I will rescue you.  The Lord who loves us always and cares for 

us as long as we live will deliver us form all evil and all our enemies.   

Two of our greatest enemies in the world are the devil and doubt.  They go together. In paradise the 

devil asked: did God really say?" and then lied: "If you will eat of this tree, you will be like gods."  The devil's 

remarks led to doubt and doubt led to the fall.   

So, the devil and doubt still take their toll.  Thousands are lost annually from the church.  All of you are 

personally acquainted with individuals who once knelt at the altar of God in confirmation who have been led 

away from Christ and the church by the devil and doubt.  They make all kind of excuses for their defection:  

someone at church hurt our feelings; the pastor didn't visit us; we have no time for church; Still others fall away 

more slowly by going to church only when they want to or only if something else is not happening. Many fail to 
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place Christ First and work or pleasure last. The devil has led them to doubt what the Bible says about their 

sinfulness and God's unending love. 

Another enemy of man is death and damnation. The Bible says: "The Soul that sinneth it shall die." 

(Ezekiel 18:20).  "The wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23).  Because of her sinfulness, Della too has deserved 

death and damnation. 

But God in His love, according to His promise, delivered her.  As St. Paul outlines it in Ephesians 1 He 

chose your loved one, Della, for eternal life in eternity, in the fullness of time He redeemed her by sending His 

Son, through his Word and Spirit He led her to know the love of Christ and to trust Him as their Savior.   

This is a day of victory. God's promises are fulfilled in your grandma.  He loved her. He cared for her.  

He delivered her form all evil.  Death has been swallowed up in victory. Christ lives. That's why God can keep 

his promises and that's why we sing in that beautiful Easter hymn. 

He lives to silence all my fears, 

He lives to wipe away my tears, 

He lives to calm my troubled heart, 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

  

He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there.     Amen 

              

Pastor Kohnke 
 
 

Ladies Tuesday Bible Study!! 

We will continue the Bible Study on Old Testament book of Genesis!! Hope to see you there.  Please let Shirley 

Holtzen know if you will be joining and she will get you a copy of the study. Ph. 531-289-0396   

They meet the first Tuesday of the month, June 7th! 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class: Study with Pastor Holtzen is on break until fall. 

 

Monday Evening Bible study is on break for the summer as Pastor Kohnke teaches the Sunday Morning 

Bible Study: "Christians in a Woke World: A Call to Courage, Confession and Love" By Rev. Paul Dare 

 Words like woke, social justice, systemic racism, privilege, and critical race theory became part of mainstream 

society.  This study analyzes "wokeness" from a Biblical perspective. What is God's answer to the challenge of 

"wokeness?"  He calls His people to demonstrate courage in the face of challenges, confess the faith and above 

all, share the love of His Son, Jesus, with all people. 

 

 

Church Picture Directory 

So far, the committee members are Deb Pavey, Nancy Klopfenstein and Laura 

Hametis.  If you would like to help in any way, please contact Deb or Laura. We 

will have a short planning meeting on July 17th after church.   
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Our Mission Dollars at Work  

Our $500 Mission Dollars for July is the Joint Seminary Fund   Excellent seminaries are important to everyone 

who needs the Gospel. Well-formed pastors, deaconesses, ordained missionaries and theological leaders are 

vital to our life together as they faithfully and accurately teach the Gospel.   For our entire history as The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, well-formed and compassionate pastors have been important because the 

Gospel, faithfully delivered in Word and sacraments, is essential to each of us. The LCMS supports two 

seminaries — Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Ind., and Concordia Seminary in St. Louis — 

with Sunday-morning worship offerings set aside by congregations for district and national/international work.  

The LCMS national office acknowledges the level of financial subsidy it provides is woefully insufficient to 

fully operate either seminary, let alone both. The LCMS Joint Seminary Fund was established to supplement the 

Synod subsidy by directly soliciting the church for charitable donations. Gifts to the LCMS Joint Seminary 

Fund are restricted exclusively to supporting both of our world-class seminaries. 

Below is the announcement Pastor Kohnke made at the end of the worship service on June 12, 2022. 

 

Yesterday was the funeral of Gary Finke.  As Kirk Nisley attested, yesterday in the cemetery, Gary liked 

to talk, and if you stopped talking to take a breath, Gary could fill the silence!  Did you know Gary retired at the 

age of 55!  He then spent time doing the things he wanted to do! He worked a little and traveled a lot!  I’m past 

55 years of age, but I think it is time to retire, or refire!  
September 11, 2022 will be my last Sunday in the pulpit here at Trinity. I have submitted by application 

to the district for Pastor Emeritus status with the LCMS, I will be able to carry out ministerial duties as I choose 

to accept them.  

My refiring of my energies will begin on Monday, September 18th as a counselor for LifeStance Health.  

A hybrid counseling job where I offer both online and face to face counseling.  When I have in person 

counseling hours, they will be in St. Peter’s MO.  Online hours can be from anywhere in the world where I have 

quality internet service. 

The Board of Elders with be working with our Circuit Visitor, Rev. Jeff Scheich of Christ Lutheran, to 

fill the vacancy. Question can be directed to the Elders.  

September, 10, 2022 will mark 5 years of called service to Trinity!  Thanks for the memories! 

 

 

Nebraska Community Blood Bank Announces Blood 

Emergency 

We would like to thank everyone who took time to donate in June.  If your 

schedule was too busy and you didn’t get a chance, it’s not too late.  The blood 

bank is open almost every day!  Log onto their website to schedule a time to 

donate.        https://www.ncbb.org  

 

Read the Nebraska District Reporter to get all your district news. The location 

is on the www.TrinityWalton.org under news. Or  

https://tlcwalton.360unite.com/nebraska-district-reporter 
 

https://www.ncbb.org/
https://tlcwalton.360unite.com/nebraska-district-reporter
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  2022 Vacation Bible School 

Vacation Bible School 2022 - God’s Wonder Lab, Jesus Does The Impossible!  We 

had a fantastic week learning about 5 different miracles Jesus performed including: 

turning water into wine, walking on water, bringing the little girl back to life, rising 

from the dead and changing Saul into Paul.  Countless volunteers and 24 children 

had fun learning about Jesus 

through songs, puppet shows, 

videos, science experiments, 

games, crafts, plays and more.  

The children also completed a 

missions project that raised 

$152.60 for the Lutheran 

Heritage Foundation.  We would 

like to thank all the volunteers 

that help make VBS possible!   
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July Birthdays  
7/1 Kylee Keiser  

7/2 Cathy Plager  

7/5 Mandi & Allison Kemper  

7/13 Kelli Classen & Nathan Grimes  

7/15 Molly Snoozy, Matt Kemper  

7/16 Cindy Bremer  

7/18 Alex Broening    

7/22 Riley Rosecrans  

7/23 Thomas Cheney 

7/24 Mae Kemper 

7/25 Sophia & Grayson May  

7/25 Megan Rexroth   

7/29 LoRee May  

7/30 Kristin Page  

7/31 Maggie Broening 

Mary & Martha League:   The next meeting is July 21 @1:30pm.     

 The Mary and Martha League is currently involved in working with other 

groups in the congregation to to hold the Cancer Benefit for those in the 

congregation who are dealing with this terrible disease. 

We want to thank those of you who gather your pennies, nickels, dimes 

and quarters for the Mite box.  So far this year we have collected $277.09 in 

Mites. The Mite box money is collected on the fourth Sunday of each month. Remember your Mites go to 

support mission work here in Nebraska and around the world. 

We want to earnestly thank all those who helped us serve the Gary Finke funeral on June 11th.  Without 

your help it would have been impossible for us to serve those who attended. 

 

Sunday Circle will meet next after church on July 3rd.   

The Sunday Circle has been working to provide a congregational meal after the church service for the Derricks 

family who work for Lutheran Bible Translators in Cameroon.  Unfortunately, the Derricks were not able to 

come to our church due to a car accident and family health issues.  We will be taking a door offering after the 

service on Sunday June 26th.  If you are willing to support this ministry but were unable to do so on the 26th go 

to this address: ( https://lbt.org/?s=derricks ) Then click on the Derricks family picture. You will be sent to a 

donation page for the Derricks work in Cameroon. 
We have the material purchased for our next banner. We will be working on the new Trinity Banner 

later in July or early August. 

A big thank you for the 4 completed Hygiene Kits and the $355.00 donated for the purchase of the 

supplies to complete 37 more for a total of 41 Hygiene Kits for the needy around the world.  We hope you were 

able to see the display of all the kits that we were able to make with your help. 

The members of the Sunday Circle are working with other groups and volunteers in the congregation on the 

Cancer Benefit. We hope that all of you will attend and give generously to those who need our support. 

 

 

July Anniversaries 
7/4 Tanner & Sonnen Maahs 

7/10 Zach & Rebekah Maahs 

7/21 Hank & Kilee Oetjen 

7/24 Jacob & Erin May 

https://lbt.org/?s=derricks


   
 

6 
 

Alberts Joke of the month and one from your church secretary. 
  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cancer Fundraiser for Members of Trinity 

When: Date: July 10th  5:00-8:00pm  Menu: Slopy joe’s, chips and ice cream Sundaes   

Who is this helping?  Adam Denino – fighting colon cancer and will have to stop driving truck to take 

treatments, Kilee Oetjen – battling Leukemia and is on short term disability, Steve Scholl husband of Cara 

Maahs–Scholl, he is wrestling brain cancer.   

We are looking for volunteers to help set up the day of the event, and to work the event in various locations.  

We’ll need some folks to monitor the tables to keep them clean, help serve in the kitchen and clean things up 

when the event is over.  Please sign up in the Narthex if you can help.  We do not expect you to stay for the 

whole event.  Shifts have been set up.  

If you would like to donate cookies to go with the ice cream, please bring them to church Sunday morning or 

before the event.   

We will be setting up the church for the event on Saturday, July 9th  starting at 1:00pm   

If you are battling cancer and were not asked if you need assistance please speak with Pastor Kohnke or Shirly 

Holtzen. 

 

Logan Graham Page was born on 

June 14th 2022!  8:07am 

19 ¾ inches long, 7lbs and 11 

ounces. 

Congratulations to John and 

Kristin!! 

 



   
 

   
 

July 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

   1 2 

3 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

11:15 Sunday Circle   

4 

  

 Independence 

Day!!  

5 
Woman’s Bible 

Study 12:45 

Fellowship Hall 
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 7 8 9    

Elder’s Meeting 7:00 

am @HyVee 70th & 

Pioneer 

Fund Raiser Setup 

1:00pm  

10  

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

 Fund Raiser Event 

5:00-8:00 pm 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

Orphan Grain 

Train-Work Day 

 

  

14 

1:30 p.m. Mary & 

Martha League 

 

15 16 

17   

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service   

   

18 

 

19 20 21 

 

22 23 

24/31 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

Mite Box Sunday (24th) 

  

25 

 

26 27 28 29 30 

Dinner Out:  is on hold until fall.      
 



 

 

Those serving in July, 2022   Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

  Elders        Altar Guild 

  

 3rd   Tracy Refior, Dennis McClarnon      3rd      Erin Singh, Megan Rexroth 

 10th  Hank Oetjen, Alan Retzlaff 10th  Laura Hametis, Becky Nisley        

 17th  Tim Holtzen, Steve Cartagena     17th      Sandy Kemper, Deb Pavey 

 24th  Tracy Refior, Dennis McClarnon          24th     Margene Meyer, Kristi Refior 

 31st   Tim Holtzen, Steve Cartagena     31st     Candy Kohnke, Shirley Retzlaff    

         

 Acolyte    

 3rd    Lydia Oetjen 

 10th  Knoxly May 

 17th  Willa Oetjen 

 24th  Landry Maahs   

 31st  Ruby Oetjen 
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