
 Active participation in submitting overtures and providing resolution feedback.
 Meeting with congregational delegates prior to conventions to discuss merits and challenges of proposed           
 resolutions.
 Feedback to floor committees and addressing conventions during open floor debate.
 Allowing the polling of advisory delegates prior to resolution votes.

Three of our pastoral delegates have shared concerns about the proposed standing rule that would call for polling the
advisory delegates prior to Convention votes on resolutions and significant proposed amendments. I appreciated hearing
from them and think this provides an excellent opportunity to address them.

Over the course of Synod’s history we have faced the frustration of our commissioned workers’ roster status which does
not present them with the opportunity to serve as voting delegates to our conventions. That frustration came again to the
2019 Synod Convention. Resolution 9-17 requested a full study of this topic, with recommendations for the next
convention. The full 9-17 report from the Committee on Voting Privilege in the LCMS is available on the Synod website.

The report notes the valuable aspect of our commissioned workers in our ministry together, but states that the
foundation of our representation at conventions is congregational, with each congregation allotted two delegates: one
clergy and one lay. Though the report does not open the possibility of voting for our commissioned workers, it does
encourage several important venues for involvement:

1.
2.

3.
4.

The first three have been encouraged in the past. This final recommendation has been the practice of the Northern Illinois
District for at least the last 18 years. As the report mentions, this is one way to give a voice to our advisory members. At
least two other districts, Pacific Southwest and Michigan, have included this in their standing rules this summer. North
Wisconsin and Florida-Georgia have resolutions to implement the practice.

News items, congregational
anniversaries, and ministry stories

for the Reporter are always
welcome. Please submit items to

Kim Myers at 
reporter@ndlcms.org or by mail.

 
 Visit our website at ndlcms.org for
more information and resources.
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FROM THE DISTRICT PRESIDENT: A NOTE ABOUT ADVISORY DELEGATE POLLING AT CONVENTION

In Christ,
Rev. Richard Snow
Nebraska District LCMS District President

In the Nebraska District we have 219 active pastors and 235 congregations. We have
779 potential advisory delegates, but only 69 are currently registered to attend the
District Convention. This group of advisory delegates includes ordained workers
(CUNE staff, those with candidate and emeritus status, and pastors from
congregations with multiple pastors on staff), commissioned workers (active,
candidate, and emeritus), as well as non-voting lay delegates from multi-point
parishes. In recent history we have averaged between 80-100 advisory delegates in
attendance at our District Conventions. The proposed standing rule is designed to
encourage greater participation and show the value of their opinion.

This advisory poll should not be seen as a directive to the voting delegates. The Word
of God gives us primary direction and guidance. Floor committee rationale, floor
debate, and advisory polling are all designed to help delegates make a reasonable
decision.

It should be noted that this is proposed as an inclusion in our standing rules which
can be debated and must be adopted by the Convention before it is enacted.

https://files.lcms.org/file/preview/xCvI2OzeYevJFK7XwY3grqqLTX1DBKvi


CONVENTION AGENDA
Convention will begin with worship starting at 11:00 a.m. on
Friday, June 24. The worship service will be held on the
Convention floor, as there are no LCMS churches in Kearney large
enough to hold all of the delegates and guests. Convention
business will begin immediately after lunch, starting at 1:30.

The broad agenda for the Convention has been set. All delegates
are asked to register in the Younes Conference Center before the
start of the worship service. Registration will open at 8:00 a.m.,
and early arrival will give delegates time to visit our exhibitors and
learn more about mission and ministry in the Nebraska District
and throughout the Synod.

Friday, June 24  
8:00       General Registration 
9:00       Floor Committee Open Hearings 
11:00     Convention Opening Worship Service  
12:00     Lunch (provided on-site)
1:30       Convention convenes
5:45       Banquet
6:45       Convention reconvenes
8:45       Reception for Newly Elected and Outgoing Officers 

Saturday, June 25                           
8:30      Convention reconvenes   
12:00    Lunch
12:45    Advisory Delegate Caucuses
1:30      Convention reconvenes 
2:00      State of the Synod / Q&A Time with President Harrison
4:00      Adjournment 

STANDING RULES FOR ELECTRONICS
While electronic devices such as cell phones, laptops, electronic
tablets, etc., are permitted on the Convention floor among the
voting and advisory delegates, all sound-producing features of
these devices must be turned off when delegates enter the
Convention floor. Electronic devices should be turned to the silent
or vibrate mode and are not to be used to communicate any part
of Convention business on the Convention floor.

Those who do not attend Convention will still be able to follow the
results of the elections and other Convention news. Visit
https://ndlcms.org/convention-news/ during Convention to see the
results as they are confirmed, or follow the District on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/NebraskaDistrictLCMS/

TIMELY SHARING OF NEWS AND RESULTS

2022 Nebraska District LCMS Convention  •   June 24-25, Kearney
"Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love." Ephesians 4:15-16

The floor committee will review all input it receives when it meets
on Thursday, June 23, at 6:30 p.m. Open hearings will be held
Friday morning, June 24, from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. All delegates and
guests are invited to attend the open hearings and share their
input with the committee should they so desire. The proposed
resolutions will be discussed in order, and delegates may come
and go as needed.

FLOOR COMMITTEE OPEN HEARING

ABOUT THE CONVENTION THEME AND LOGO
Our theme for the coming triennium is Growing + Building +
Reaching, with the theme verses, "Rather, speaking the truth in
love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head,
into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together
by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up
in love." Ephesians 4:15-16

In the logo, we have chosen gears
to indicate the working together
of various parts and the impact
and movement that we have
upon one another. The hands are
the nail-marked hands of Jesus
who makes our movement and
impact possible. These same
hands encircle the gears as they
work together, indicating His 
protective love. He is growing us individually, building us in our
connection with one another, and reaching through us in love
and compassion to share the saving message of His grace. 

Logo designed by visual artist Samuel Sisco.

The offering taken at the opening worship service of Convention
will be designated to provide support for Nebraska District
campus ministry. Campus ministry can help keep students
connected to the Body of Christ through regular worship
opportunities, Bible studies, relationships with mature Christians,
and fellowship in a Christian atmosphere. Campus ministries give
students a place to connect with ministry leaders and other
Lutherans while growing in their personal relationship with Christ
during their time away at college. There are four active campus
ministries in the Nebraska District: Holy Cross Campus Ministry in
Kearney, University Lutheran Chapel in Lincoln, Echo Campus
Ministry in Omaha, and Cup of Grace Campus Ministry in Wayne.
 
Gifts collected will help to support these campus ministries both
in coordinating the ministries and focusing on church worker
recruitment. Congregations are encouraged to take door
offerings or participate in a way that is appropriate for them and
send their gifts with their delegates to Convention.  

OFFERING GATHERED AT DISTRICT CONVENTION
WILL SUPPORT CAMPUS MINISTRY

https://ndlcms.org/convention-news/
https://www.facebook.com/NebraskaDistrictLCMS/


Calls Accepted
Rev. Scott Adle (FtW'08) associate, Good Shepherd, Collinsville,
IL, to Zion, Imperial
Rev. Jon Dunbar (StL'05) senior, St. Paul, Utica, to St. Peter,
Hopewell Township, NJ

Calls Declined
Rev. Nathan Abel (StL'17) St. John, Wilcox, to St. James,
Columbus, OH
Rev. Jon Dickmander (FtW'08) St. John, Brule, to St. Paul’s,
Latimer, IA; and Redeemer, Sidney, OH

Status Changes
Rev. Thomas Larson (StL'82) emeritus, Nebraska District, to
emeritus, Northwest District

Installations & Ordinations
Rev. Kevin Foley (FtW-AR'16) as pastor, River of Life, Omaha, May
15
Rev. Lonnie Jacobsen (StL'00) as Executive Assistant to the
President for Mission and Ministry, Nebraska District LCMS,
Seward, June 5 (installed at Calvary, Lincoln)
Rev. Nathan Scheck (StL'16) as associate pastor, St. John,
Seward, June 12

ORDAINED
Calls Accepted
Rebecca Bartelt (IV’16) teacher, Lincoln Lutheran
Middle/Senior High School, Lincoln, to missionary, LCMS
Board for International Mission (serving in Asia)
Doug Eisele (S’82) principal, Christ, Juniata, to principal,
Peace, Bremerton, WA
Joel Marquardt (S’18) DCE, Our Shepherd, Avon, IN, to DCE,
Christ, Lincoln
Alison Rudolph (SP’18) teacher, Christ, Columbus, to
teacher, Zion, St. Francis, MN
Benjamin Stellwagen (WI-Cqy’16) Director of Dual Credit,
Concordia University, Seward, to principal, Emmanuel-St.
Michael, Fort Wayne, IN
Letha Wallace (WI’19) teacher, Trinity, Fremont, to teacher,
Messiah, Grand Junction, CO

Calls Declined
Doug Eisele (S’82) principal, Christ, Juniata, to principal,
Immanuel, Columbus
Karina Keating (S’17) teacher, Zion, Marengo, IL, to
teacher, Faith, Lincoln
      
Other Transactions
Marcia Bliss (S’78) teacher, Christ, Norfolk, to emerita
Christa Doyle (S’97) teacher, Christ, Lincoln, to candidate
Lauren Freudenburg (S’14) teacher, St. John, Battle Creek,
to candidate
Ann Gardels (S’91) teacher, St. Paul, Utica, to emerita
Mary Heine (S’78) emerita, Michigan District, to emerita,
Nebraska District
James Knoepfel (S’87) candidate, Nebraska District, to
candidate, Florida-Georgia District
Emily Kohl (S’19) teacher, Immanuel, Columbus, to
candidate
Montana Soflin (S’15) teacher, St. John, Seward, to
candidate
Laurie Stellwagen (WI’06) candidate, Nebraska District, to
candidate, Indiana District
Lisa Stirtz (S’84) director, Wee Lambs Preschool, Gretna, to
emerita
Jody Timm (S-Cqy’96) principal, Immanuel, Columbus, to
emeritus
Philip Turner (S-Cqy’13) teacher, Immanuel, Columbus, to
candidate

COMMISSIONED
CALL ACTIVITY IN THE NEBRASKA DISTRICT

CALLED TO GLORY
Rev. Richard Gudgel, pastor emeritus, Geneva, Nebraska,
departed this life on May 11, 2022. He seved as
teacher/principal at Christ, Juniata (1975-1987); as pastor,
Mount Calvary, Omaha (1990-2010); as substitute pastor, St.
John, Chester, and Zion, Hubbell (2010-2011); and as
associate pastor, St. Paul, Utica (2015-2021). 

June 24-25, Nebraska District Convention, Younes Conference
Center South, Kearney

July 9-13, LCMS Youth Gathering, Houston, Texas

July 22-23, LWML Nebraska District North Convention,
Ramada Inn, Columbus

August 13, LCEF Picnic at the Park, Eugene T. Mahoney State
Park, Ashland

September 16-17, LWML Nebraska District South Convention,
Younes Conference Center South, Kearney

September 29-30, Circuit Visitors'/Vice-Presidents' Retreat, St.
Benedict Center, Schuyler

UPCOMING EVENTS

http://convention.ndlcms.org/

