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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
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www.TrinityWalton.org 

Church Office: 402-782-6515 

Rev. Dr. Kevin J. Kohnke, Pastor: TrinityWaltonPastor@gmail.com 

Laura Hametis, Secretary:  TrinityWaltonSecretary@gmail.com 

Mission statement: “To make disciples of all people through a faithful ministry of Word and Sacrament.” 
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Acts 1:1-11  In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the 

day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty 

days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4 And while staying[a] with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of 

the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with[b] 

the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as 

they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing 

into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do 

you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 

as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Why Jesus Ascended 

The Ascension of our Lord has always been a festival day in the Church.  Lately, it hasn't been much of a 

festival.  That is due, in part, to people losing sight of the meaning of the Ascension.  Christmas is pretty clear, 

with the baby and the wise men and the shepherds.  It is fun, in a churchly sense!  Easter is pretty easy too.  The 

resurrection is one of the foundational truths of the Christian faith, and it is filled with drama and the appearing 

Jesus and the amazed disciples.  But the Ascension is just one of those days that people don't quite get. 

Oh, it is filled with a drama of its own - disciples gathered around Jesus and Jesus rising up into the clouds, and 

angels talking and making promises about Jesus returning in the clouds, and all that these things mean.  But 

what it means for us who were not there and haven't actually seen it is puzzling.  The Bible never explicitly says 

why Jesus ascended.  Besides that, this is another one of those holidays just for Christians, like Epiphany.  

There are no Ascension Day cards sent.  There are no television specials and stories of cute little animals or fat, 

jolly old elves bringing candy to make the world around us around us sit up and take notice. 

http://www.trinitywalton.org/
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That first Ascension Day is the last day that anyone saw Jesus on earth.  Paul was caught up into heaven and 

saw Jesus - whether in the body or out of the body, even he could not say.  John, as recorded in Revelation, saw 

Jesus in His glory in a vision.  Those two sightings are not "on earth".   

So why did Jesus ascend? 

The Ascension was necessary.  First, Jesus ascended to fulfill prophecy.  The Psalmists prophesied about God 

ascending, Psalm 47:5, "God has ascended with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet."  Then there is 

Psalm 68:18, "Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captive Thy captives; Thou hast received gifts among 

men."  Jesus also had prophesied His ascension, saying, in John 3:13, "And no one has ascended into heaven, 

but He who descended from heaven, even the Son of Man." 

Aside from fulfilling the prophesies, Jesus ascended visibly to show the disciples exactly where He went.  He 

ascended.  They saw it happen.  The resurrection was not witnessed.  It was demonstrated to be true "by many 

infallible proofs", but no one was there, in the tomb, to see Jesus' body come back to life.  The Ascension was 

witnessed. They saw Him rise into the sky. 

Now, that doesn't mean that heaven is "up".  One of the early Russian cosmonauts boasted that he could not see 

God or heaven up there as he orbited the globe.  He was a victim of that silly idea.  The Jews of Jesus' day, and 

most people of whatever religion back then, considered God to be "up" and evil to be "down".  It is a common 

image even today.  God Himself speaks of being above and looking down on us.  Jesus' ascension into the skies 

was a symbol at the same time it was a reality.   

Many Christians assume therefore that Jesus left us and is up in heaven now.  That belief is at least a part of the 

reason, so few Christians celebrate the Ascension.  That belief, however, is absolutely wrong.  The Jesus did not 

ascend in order to leave us alone here on earth.  He did it so that he might be with us always, just as He 

promised.  Jesus is not gone, just His visible presence from among us.  But Jesus is true God.  He can do 

anything, and so He can be present with us - right here! - even though we cannot see Him.  And according to 

His promise, He is! Wherever two or three are gathered in My name, there am I in the midst of them. 

Pastor Kohnke 

 

Ladies Tuesday Bible Study!! 

We will continue a new Bible Study on Old Testament 

books of Genesis!! Hope to see you there.  Please let 

Shirley Holtzen know if you will be joining and she will 

get you a copy of the study. Ph. 531-289-0396   

They meet the first Tuesday of the month, May 3rd!! 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class: Study with Pastor Holtzen.  Starts at 9:00a.m. will continue a study of 

Revelation. 

Monday Evening Bible study meets on Monday nights at 7:00 p.m. in the church fellowship hall and on 

zoom! Monday Night Bible Study has completed the 10 lessons of the Augsburg Confession Bible study. The 

study resumes with lesson 11 on April 18, 2022. The class is on break for Lent.  You have the option to attend 

in person at the Church or online using Zoom.  Please use this link below to sign up.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084aada82baaff2-astudy 
Topic 11- Confession         04/25/2022 

Topic 12- The Mass & Church Ceremonies 05/02/2022 
Topic 13- Free Will        05/09/2022 
Topic 14- Church Authority       05/16/2022 

Topic 15- Civil Government        05/23/2022 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084aada82baaff2-astudy
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Our Mission Dollars at Work 

Our $500 Mission Dollars for April goes to support LCMS World 

Relief and Human Care 

      
Your contributions to the LCMS, designated for “LCMS World Relief 

and Human Care,” now reach people close to home through the Office 

of National Mission and in faraway lands through the Office of International Mission in ways that defy sin, 

death and the devil in this broken world. 

God’s unchanging love, through many works of mercy, continues to open hearts and minds to the Good News 

so that lives are changed and souls are brought into the body of Christ for eternity. 

One of the most efficient and effective ways you can support our church’s ongoing work of mercy is through a 

gift that can do it all — a donation to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, designated for “LCMS World 

Relief and Human Care.” 

This straightforward designation affords our national and international ministries the financial agility to apply 

your donation — whatever the amount — whenever the opportunity for Gospel-centered mercy and human care 

is most pressing or urgent. 

  

 

June 6 to the 10, 2022 Vacation Bible School 

 

 

A science lab is full of fascinating things that help explain how 
things are possible. In Jesus’ ministry, He did things that cannot 
be explained. He turned water into wine, walked on water, and 
His greatest miracle of all was dying on the cross and rising from 
the dead for our salvation. Discover that Jesus does the 
impossible for us 

Registration for Volunteers and student participants is open at 

https://vbsmate.com/TrinityWaltonNebraska 

 

 

 

Dinner Out:  May 15th at Napolis Italian restaurant Lincoln, NE 5571 S. 48th 

Street.  https://www.napolisne.com  Please let Karen Luebke know if you can join the 

group!!  

https://vbsmate.com/TrinityWaltonNebraska
https://www.napolisne.com/
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May Birthdays 
5/1 Rosemary Luebke 

5/5 Amanda Bremer 

5/6 Delbert Eickhoff 

5/10 Bobby Lemke 

5/15 Ruby Oetjen 

5/16 Albert Francke 

5/18 Jeff Bruss, Mary Jo Colbert 

5/19 Deb Pavey 

5/23 Tanner Maahs 

5/25 Chase Peterson 

5/26 Gilbert Luebke      

5/27 Jeremy Bruss, Mervin Meyer,  

Dennis McClarnon 

5/28 Curtis Peterson      

5/31 Megan Rosecrans 

 

 

 

Mary & Martha League:   The next meeting is May 19th @1:30pm.     

  The Mary and Martha League would like thank the members of Trinity for all 

their support of the Mite Box offering each month. So far this year we have 

collected $153.67. Remember our Mites are used to support mission work in 

Nebraska and around the world. 

On April 2nd, we provided breakfast for the LWML Spring Workshop which was held at the University 

Chapel.  A thank you goes to Thrivent, who gave us a grant of $250 to pay for the breakfast. We spent all but 

$6.83.  Left overs from the meal were used to provide snacks for the congregation after church on the following 

Sunday.  Here's are pictures of all of our smiling faces, the group of women who came together to celebrate, to 

do God's work and the project we worked on during this meeting. This project will help provide hygiene 

supplies for women and girls world wide. 

On April 24th the Mary and Martha League will be providing a lunch before the Voter's meeting. 

As I type this article today, I am reminded of the power of prayer in our lives. I am asking for your prayers 

today for Mary Jo Colbert, the Mary and Martha League president. She fell leaving church on April 10th and 

broke her arm.  We ask God to be with her, give her strength and healing as she recovers at home. 

Sunday May 22nd A Baby shower for Colton & Lydia to shower 

them with diapers & clothes. Twin Girls are on the way!  A light luncheon 

will be served after church.  Sign up in the Narthex if you would like to join 

in the fun! Or RSVP to Karla Snoozy 402-304-5766 

 

May Anniversaries 

5/9 John & Lori Bruss 1981 

5/12 Mark & Lisa Kemper 1990 

5/16 Ivan & Sue Bruss 1986 

5/23 Terry & Vera Overbeck 1975 

5/24 Kirk & Becky Nisley 1974 

5/31 Roger & Deborah Krahmer 2019 
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Alberts Joke of the month and one from your church secretary. 
 

 

Sunday Circle will meet next on May 1st after church.    

 The Sunday Circle is still working on banners for the church. Our most recent banner is for 

Communion and General use. Please look for it in the coming months. 

During the month of May the Sunday Circle will be 

collecting the items listed below for the Hygiene Kits 

needed by Orphan Grain Train.  The Big Blue Box 

will be in the Narthex of the church waiting for your 

donations Monetary gifts should be given directly to 

Shirley Holtzen. Checks should be made out to the 

Sunday Circle.  We will gladly do the shopping for you. 

Hygiene is difficult to 

maintain in many countries 

especially when everything 

is destroyed from a natural disaster. These kits contain basic 

cleanliness needs and are shipped to help victims of natural 

disasters and to families in need around the world. We have been 

told that each kit can only hold these items because any variation 

could result in heavy fines and /or the entire shipment being 

confiscated by customs officials. 

1 bath towel -- 1 wash cloth -- I plastic soap box holder -- 1 

toothbrush -- 1 sturdy comb -- 6 band-aids (1/2" or 3/4") -- 1 

small package facial tissues -- 1 nail clipper -- 1 piece of 

strong ribbon or cord 
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May 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

7 am Adult Instruction 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service    

  

11:15 Sunday Circle   

2 

Monday Evening 

Bible Study   

7:00pm 

 

3 

Woman’s Bible 

Study 12:45 

Fellowship Hall 

4 5 6 7 

8 

7 am Adult Instruction  

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service    

  

9 

Monday Evening 

Bible Study   

7:00pm 

 

10 

 

11 12 13 14 

Elder’s Meeting 7:00 

am @HyVee 70th & 

Pioneer 

  

15  

7 am Adult Instruction  

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

Dinner Out! 

16 

Monday Evening 

Bible Study   

7:00pm 

 

17 

 

18 

Orphan Grain 

Train-Work Day 

 

  

19 

1:30 p.m. Mary & 

Martha League 

 

20 21 

22   

7 am Adult Instruction  

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service   

Baby Shower!  

23 

 

Monday Evening 

Bible Study   

7:00pm 

 

24 25 26 

 

 

27 28 

29 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

Mite Box Sunday 

   

30 

 

 Memorial Day  

 

31         

       

 



 

 

Those serving in May, 2022   Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

  Elders        Altar Guild 

 1st    Alan Retzlaff, Tim Holtzen 1st      Laura Hametis, Becky Nisley        

 8th    Hank Oetjen, Tracy Refior 8th       Sandy Kemper, Deb Pavey 

 15th  Steve Cartagena, Dennis McClarnon        15th    Margene Meyer, Kristi Refior 

 22nd  Tim Holtzen, Hank Oetjen 22nd   Candy Kohnke, Shirley Retzlaff 

 29th   Alan Retzlaff, Tracy Refior  29th     Erin Singh, Megan Rexroth    

       

 Acolyte    

 1st       Ruby Oetjen 

 8th     Lydia Oetjen 

 15th   Knoxly May 

 22nd  Willa Oetjen 

 29th   Ruby Oetjen  
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