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Welcome?   
 

Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me…” 
 

A man asked me what I thought about finding a wife by attending a local church.  He said, “My brother told me to go to 

church to look for a wife because I am looking in all the wrong places.” Having gotten to know the man over several 

weeks, I surmise that he was looking in all the wrong places not just for a wife, but for the Lord. 
 

Knowing his approximate age, I asked if he had ever been married.  “Yes”, he said. “I have been married twice.”  “My 

first wife was a saint; she went to church and everything, she was perfect.  I was the fault of that divorce.”  (Confession?). 
“My second wife, (the nature of this newsletter and the edification of the Body of Christ keep me from sharing his exact 

words), was every guy’s friend!”  “We should have never gotten married.” (Confession?). 
 

His next words made my heart seize!  Kevin, what about your church? Do you have single woman? How would you 

answer him?  My words directed him away from Trinity Lutheran Church.  Not because we don’t have single woman in 

his age bracket but because… 
 

Well, who do you think would be welcome at Trinity?  What person would not be welcome? Is there a certain socio 

economical class to which a person must belong to be welcomed vs not to be welcomed? Does a person’s outward 

appearance have to be at a certain standard to be welcomed?  Does their speech have to be of a certain quality or purity?   
Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.?”  Would we?  Perhaps, but only if that stranger met our expectations 

of our shopping list of traits and attributes. 
 

Prayerfully consider, who would you welcome to Trinity and who would you not welcome.  

 

Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me…” 

 

Pastor Kohnke 

http://www.trinitywalton.org/
mailto:TrinityWaltonPastor@gmail.com
mailto:TrinityWaltonSecretary@gmail.com
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The section that follows is the last in a series of information gained from the Lutheran Church Missouri 

Synod Foundation Training that was held the end of September 2021 in Denver, Colorado. 

Share the Vision 

 

Charitable gift planning requires intentionality, strategy, and servant leaders who understand the caring nature 

of our Lord Jesus; caring personalities who listen well and communicate effectively; and a resolve to reflect 

Christ’s nature and image.  

 

We have learned that when an organization leads with its own needs, it is almost always perceived as being 

manipulative. Everyone has needs. 

 

To capture the imagination of people and motivate their involvement, it is important for an organization to lead 

with its vision. Leading with vision invites members to join in its mission accomplished through stewardship, 

working mutually to encourage and build the organization’s impact. 

 

Christian organizations recognize that fulfillment of the mission is made possible when God’s will is 

accomplished and His grace empowers response. Christian disciples reflect this grace as they support the 

organization and her mission, so it can be a light that gives life to the world. 

 

Gift planning involves encouraging and equipping people who are created in the image of God to give to the 

Great Commission of God’s causes. “Helping a person experience the joy of giving is one of the most intimate 

and worthy things that can be done for a disciple’s walk with our risen Lord.” (quote attributed to the author) 

 

The Place for and Importance of Gift Planning 

All Christian organizations require monetary funding to accomplish their mission. When stewards give 

willingly and intentionality, gifts leverage the organization’s ability to accomplish mission. 

 

Ministry organizations look for annual funds to cover operations, major gifts to meet capital and program 

projects, and financial estate gift plans to cover long-term and endowed objectives. Christian stewards have the 

opportunity to support them from income and from assets within their circumstance and ability. How do we 

encourage them? 

 

Christians gift planning counselors combine the gift of spiritual encouragement with the skill to guide 

generosity planning for family and the Lord. They help the steward to identify their spiritual inclination and 

connect it with a property succession plan that fulfills those aspirations. This guidance provides a valuable 

service for God’s people, offering a combination of attributes that is rare among secular financial and estate 

advisors. 

 

Christian gift planners are charitable gift encouragers who help narrow the issues and clarify roadmaps for 

stewarding Christians, consistent with faith. Robert Sharpe Jr., one of the top contemporary consultants to the 

gift planning industry, says, “Effective gift planning helps donors make gifts that allow them to give from 

income and assets in ways that meet different institutional needs at different points in life.” This author adds, 

“…and to give in ways that allow God’s will to be done.” 

 

Sharpe continues, “The person who understands the anatomical nature and fundamental planning processes of 

charitable gifting holds the key” to encouraging God’s stewards to fulfill what He has already put on their 

hearts. 
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God established ministry treasuries to encourage His people to consecrate their lives and resources for 

accomplishing His plan of blessing. Endowment or long-term ministry leaders and teams are organized for the 

exclusive purpose of advancing the mission of a congregation or ministry organization for today’s and 

tomorrow’s generations. Such blessings include: 

A. Advance the organization’s mission and increase resources provided so our Lord’s 

goodness is exalted and seen as first among earthly priorities, 

B. Create relationships to hold the public trust and build confidence among stewards, 

C. Develop and manage current and future fund development and use to exalt Christ, 

D. Encourage and equip stewards as disciples who are conduits of the Gospel, 

E. Build ministry strength to operate with a margin for mission. 

 

The Spirit of eternal love provides Christ’s gifts. People respond in the Spirit’s kindness because His desire is 

for temporal and eternal blessing. In this training, we build on this biblical premise and walk through the 

practical ways to live out our vocations with confidence and in concord with God’s Word and the Lutheran 

confessions. 

 

If you would like the gift planning counselor from the LCMS foundation to come to Trinity to make a 

presentation please let me know. 

Pastor Kohnke 

 

Gift Planning and LCMS Foundation 
Contact Nebraska District Gift Planning/LCMS Foundation: 1-888-643-2961, 1002 

Email Craig Stirtz: craig.stirtz@lfnd.org 

Craig Stirtz, LCMS Foundation and Gift Planning — Serves all ministries of The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, providing creative alternatives for you to give to the Lord’s work through direct gifts, 

annuities, wills, life income, and trust agreements. 

 

 

Ladies Tuesday Bible  

We will continue our Bible Study on Old Testament 

books of Ezra and Nehemiah   It's never too late to join 

the study!  Hope to see you there.  Please let Shirley 

Holtzen know if you will be joining and she will get you 

a copy of the study. Ph. 531-289-0396 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class: Study with Pastor Holtzen.  Starts at 9:00a.m. will continue a study of 

Revelation. 

Monday Evening Bible study meets on Monday nights at 7:00 p.m. in the church fellowship hall and on 

zoom! Monday Night Bible Study has completed the 10 lessons of the Augsburg Confession Bible study. The 

study resumes with lesson 11 on April 18, 2022. The class is on break for Lent.  You have the option to attend 

in person at the Church or online using Zoom.  Please use this link below to sign up.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084aada82baaff2-astudy 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084aada82baaff2-astudy
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Our Mission Dollars at Work 

Our $500 Mission Dollars for March goes to support Lutheran Hour Ministries      https://www.lhm.org/ 

 COVID-19 continues to infect many individuals throughout Asia 
and has caused most of LHM's ministry centers on the continent 
to close their offices and staff to work from home. Due to 
continued government lockdowns implemented in many of these 
countries, face-to-face ministry activities have mostly been 
prohibited. 
 

Though this ongoing situation has provided challenges over the last year and a half, it has also 
opened doors for LHM ministry centers to use innovative strategies through mass media and 
digital programming and platforms to reach people with the Gospel during this time of stress 
and uncertainty. 
 
In addition to dealing with the effects of the pandemic,  LHM-Myanmar has been forced to 
adapt its ministry efforts due to ongoing unrest and violence within the country in re sponse to 
last winter's military coup. Although Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and some websites are 
currently banned by the military, LHM staff has been able to share the Good News with 
followers and subscribers on these platforms through a virtual private network (VPN). 
 
Now, LHM-Myanmar has launched a free app for children 
that can be installed on Android mobile devices through 
the Google Play store. The Hope for Kids app, which does 
not require VPN to use, debuted Sept. 30 and includes 
reading, video, and audio options for content such as 
children's Bible Correspondence Courses, children's 
songs, puppet shows, and children's booklets. The courses 
and booklets contain moving images and can even be downloaded to read offline.  
 
We thank and praise God for providing this new way to share the Good News with children in 
Myanmar while churches and schools there remain closed.  

 

June 6 to the 10, 2022 Vacation Bible School called The Tree of Life: God’s Promise of 

Salvation. This VBS examines God’s plan of salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ.  

Each session of this VBS explores Bible accounts that guide us through the epic 

story of salvation, from creation in the beginning of Genesis, to the cross of Christ in 

the beginning of the New Testament, and finally to Jesus’ return on the Last Day in 

the Book of Revelation. Be sure to join us for fun lessons, music, crafts, snacks, and 

activities to learn how Jesus’ cross became the tree of life in which God forgives us 

and gives us everlasting life. 

https://www.lhm.org/
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March Birthdays 

 

3/6 – Grace Kohnke, Julie Maahs  

3/7 - Diane Lemke  

3/10 - Ryan Plager  

3/14 - Chelley Peterson  

3/17 - Gary Finke  

3/22 - Roseanne McClarnon   

3/23 - Deb Rocker     

3/25 - Sandy Siefert  

3/26 - Bob Bremer  

3/31 - Kim May, Marie Lantz 

 
 

 

Mary & Martha League:   The next meeting is March 17th @1:30pm.                       

We would like to thank everyone who has donated Russ’ and Super Saver 

receipts for our project to help Lincoln Trinity with their school project. Russ’ 

organization does not accept receipts after the end of February. So do not 

donate any more receipts until they begin accepting them again in September. 

We will remind you of the startup date the end of August.   Please continue to 

donate Bet Choice bar codes as that is our year-round project for Lutheran Family Services.  

 

Alberts Joke of the month and one from your church secretary.  

 

 

 

Anniversary  

3/24/84 - Steve & Lori Cartagena 
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Lent and Easter 2022:  WITNESSES TO CHRIST: PEOPLE FROM HIS PASSION 

John tells us why he wrote his Gospel: “Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 

not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:30–31). Life! When we believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, God gives us life—abundant life, forgiven life, and eternal life.  

 

Historically, the Fourth Gospel is likened to an eagle—an image that suggests John soars to heights of glory and 

grandeur. That’s because the evangelist paints a stunning portrait of Jesus, who is the bread of life, the 

resurrection and the life, and the way, the truth, and the life. Life in Jesus. That’s God’s gift to you!  

 

This Lent, our life in Christ will be strengthened as we hear the witness of those in John’s Gospel who 

journeyed to the cross. Along the way, we’ll meet villains, such as Barabbas and Pontius Pilate, as well as 

sinners, such as Peter (who denied Jesus three times), Mary Magdalene (who was possessed by seven demons), 

and Judas Iscariot (who betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver). 

 

Please join us for worship as we hear the witness of these people in John’s Gospel: 

Ash Wednesday March 2 John the Baptist (John 1 :29-34)  

Lent 1:   March 9 Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and Martha (John 12:1-11)  

Lent 2:   March 16 Malchus (John 18:1-11)  

Lent 3:   March 23 Peter (John 18:12-27)  

Lent 4:   March 30 Barabbas (John 18:33-40)  

Lent 5   April 6  Pontius Pilate (John 19:1-16)·  

Palm Sunday  April 10 The disciples (John 12:12–19) 

Maundy Thursday April 13 Judas Iscariot (John 13:21-30)  

Good Friday  April 15 John, the Gospel Writer (John 19:25-37)  

Easter Sunday  April 17 Mary Magdalene (John 20:1-18)  

 

This years theme is “ROOTED” based on 
Ephesians 3:17-18 

“Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. And may you 
have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, 
how high, and how deep his love is.” - Ephesians 3:17-18 

What does it mean to be rooted in Christ? To have the Spirit living in us as we 
experience the love of God and share that great love with others! We live in a messy, broken, and sinful 
world. However, we can have hope and joy knowing that Christ loves us so much that he died for us and 
rose again that we might have new life in him! Our new life as a beloved child of God is the most 
important part of our identity. When we live rooted in Christ, we rejoice, knowing that he makes us 
strong. 

If you have any questions, you can email campluther@campluther.org or call our office at 402-352-
5655Brochures with dates and camp options are located in the Narthex. 
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Sunday Circle will meet next on March 6th after church.  

They have been busy making banners for the seasons of Lent 

and Easter!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These banners were made by the 

members of Sunday Circle: Kathy May, 

Shirley Holtzen, Karen Luebke, and 

Shirley Retzlaff.  Thank you!  The 

group meets the first Sunday of the 

month in the small conference room next 

to the Church office.  If you are 

interested in knowing more about the 

purpose of the group, please speak to 

any of the members.   

 

 

Members of Sunday Circle: Kathy May, Shirley Retzlaff, 

Karen Luebke, and Shirley Holtzen 
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Dinner Out: for March will be at Mazatlan 
https://www.lincolnsbestmexican.com/MazatlanMenu.html 

Please let Karen Lubke know if you can join the group.   

There will be no Dinner out in April, as that is Easter 

Sunday.  We will back to going out in May! If you have 

restaurant suggestions, please pass them on to Karen! 

 

Orphan Grain Train  

Members of Trinity help box up items for folks in need every third Wednesday of the month.   

9:00 to 11:30 AM 

Warehouse Location 

• 4817 N. 56th Street 

• Suite #10 

• Lincoln, NE 68504 

Kathy May, Anita Crisp (Friend of Rosanne), Merve Meyer, 

Rosanne McClarnon Karen Luebke and Margene Meyer.  

 



   
 

   
 

March 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

 

 1 

Woman’s Bible 

Study 12:45 

Fellowship Hall 

2 Ash Wednesday  

 

7 pm Divine Service 

Holy Communion 

and imposition of 

ashes 

3 4 5 

6 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service    

  

11:15 Sunday Circle   

7 

 

  

8 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

7 pm Lenten Service 

10 11 12 

Elder’s Meeting 7:00 

am @HyVee 70th & 

Pioneer 

Spring Ahead one 

hour! 

13 Day light Savings 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

 

14  

Nebraska District 

Pastor’s Conf. 

Kearney, NE 

  

15 
Nebraska District 

Pastor’s Conf. 

Kearney, NE 

 

16 

Orphan Grain 

Train-Work Day 

 

7 pm Lenten Service 

17 St. Patrick’s Day 
 

1:30 p.m. Mary & 

Martha League 

 

18 19 

20 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service   

Dinner Out! 

First day OF Spring 

21 

 

  

22 23  

 

 

 

7 pm Lenten Service 

24 

 

 

25 26 

27 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

  

Mite Box Sunday 

 

28  

 

  

29 30 

 

 

 

 

7 pm Lenten Service 

31     

    

 

  

          

 



 

 

Those serving in March, 2022   Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

 

Elders        Altar Guild 

  Elders        Altar Guild 

 6th  Steve Cartagena, Tracy Refior   6th   Sandy Kemper, Deb Pavey    

 13th Hank Oetjen, Alan Retzlaff 13th  Margene Myer, Kristi Refior   

 20th Dennis McClarnon, Tim Holtzen       20th  Candy Kohnke, Shirley Retzlaff 

 27th  Hank Oetjen, Tracy Refior 27th  Erin Singh, Megan Rexroth        

       

 Acolyte    

   

 6th     Willa Oetjen 
 13th  Ruby Oetjen    

 20th   Lydia Oetjen    

 27th  Knoxly May 
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