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Mission statement: “To make disciples of all people through a faithful ministry of Word and Sacrament.” 
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The January Pastor’s page once again shares information gained from the Lutheran Church Missouri 

Synod Foundation Training that was held the end of September in Denver, Colorado. 

 

Planned Giving 

Encouraging generosity is a road that leads to gift planning. It requires organizational resolutions and activities 

that link and sustain the involvement of stewards to live out their faith in all of life. Knowing what gift planning 

work is, and doing it well, is important. The LCMS Foundation invites partners to join in encouraging and 

guiding people to experience St. Paul’s encouragement, "See to it that you excel in this grace of giving," 2 

Corinthians 8:7. 

People relate to organizations, e.g., the Church, in much the same way they relate to people. They want to 

know: 

• Who are you? 

• What do you do? 

• What can you do for me? 

• Have you done it for others? 

• How much does it cost? (How can I participate?) 

 

Consistent answers to these questions help communicate clearly and consistently as well as draw out benefits 

that are compelling, differentiating, and true about the mission of your organization. With the impact of your 

mission uncovered, ministry leaders can communicate in a way that encourages disciples to see the benefits that 

trigger a response. When communication gets the trigger benefits correct, people are inclined to want to know 

more. Similarly, an organization’s Case for Support will illicit more attention when it clearly states the impact 

that its mission has on the lives of others. 

God has left a clear path for His disciples. “Bring one-tenth of your income into the storehouse so that there 

may be food in my house. Test me in this way,” says the Lord of Armies. “See if I won't open the windows of 

heaven for you and flood you with blessings,” Malachi 3:10. 

Through the inspired writings of St. Paul, God says to us, ‘For through the law I died to the law, so that I might 

live to God. 20I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 

http://www.trinitywalton.org/
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life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 

2:19-20 

The philanthropic spirit of the current culture of the United States has espoused a relational science to serve the 

cause of fundraising. In this science, the success of linkage strategies is predicated on the strength of the 

population of core donors (those who give annually less than $1,000). This core group gives and often sustains 

their unrestricted contributions to nonprofit organizations yearly because they believe that the nonprofit’s 

mission is worthy, no strings attached. Annual funds are established to build and strengthen this core giving 

base. 

Special projects and capital campaigns are organized periodically to infuse intensified financial support for 

defined initiatives. Major or impact gifts are often up to ten times the value of annual gifts.  

Planned giving is a growing and valued focus within the funding and steward services landscape. People who 

make annual gifts and major gifts also leave planned gifts and legacies. Research shows that these gifts tend to 

be exponentially larger (often 20-40% or more) than gifts given during a person’s life. Helping contributors 

plan gifts from assets opens the opportunity for them to give from a larger resource bucket. It’s a verified fact 

that when stewards create a planned gift, they tend to increase gifts given during life to their beloved ministries. 

The LCMS Foundation Lifetime Plan for Giving connects the stewards’ financial generosity today with 

tomorrow’s gift of generosity and with faith filled vision from the Holy Spirit. This charitable planning helps 

people plan and direct their intent to bless the people they love with the charitable organizations they favor, 

leaving a heritage that endures forever to honor God. 

The giving that Jesus, the Gospel writers and St. Paul underscored (widow’s mite, Macedonians, and Barnabas 

in Acts) was giving from the total asset base and often out of extreme poverty. These gifts were more than what 

would be expected. They were given from a desire to do so. Notice the impact. Their generosity produced joy 

and ushered in greater spreading of God’s Word- the power of God for salvation.  

We see the ageless pattern that should be encouraged within Christian organizations and especially in Christian 

congregations. An initiative to serve donors that connects their core and major gifting with estate and financial 

gift planning creates a cultural mindset that encourages first fruits thinking. This offers an encouragement to 

those who haven’t experienced generosity’s joy. 

Pastor Kohnke 

 
With thanksgiving to God for His many blessings.  Offerings received through December 19, 2021: 

Needed Weekly:   Received to Date:   Needed to Date: 

Home:          $3,231.25  Home:          $182,160.70  Home:          $164,857.00 

Missions:      $  359.02  Missions:     $  20,242.10  Missions:      $ 18,310.02 

Board during the week between Christmas and New Year's?  Learn something at:  
District web site: https://ndlcms.org 

Synod web site: https://www.lcms.org 

Synod Publishing House: https://www.cph.org 

Lutheran Hour Ministries: https://www.lhm.org 

Lutheran Women's Missionary League: http://www.lwml.org 

Camp Luther of Nebraska: https://www.campluther.org 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund: https://lcef.org 

LCMS Foundation: https://www.lcmsfoundation.org 

Lutheran Center for Religious Freedom: https://lcrlfreedom.org  

Lutheran Bible Translators: https://lbt.org  

https://ndlcms.org/
https://www.lcms.org/
https://www.cph.org/
https://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lwml.org/
https://www.campluther.org/
https://lcef.org/
https://www.lcmsfoundation.org/
https://lcrlfreedom.org/
https://lbt.org/
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Ladies Tuesday Bible  

The woman's Bible study group will meet in the church again 

on January 4th  @ 12:45. We will continue our Bible Study 

on Old Testament books of Ezra and Nehemiah   It's never too 

late to join the study!  Hope to see you there.  Please let 

Shirley Holtzen know if you will be joining and she will get 

you a copy of the study. Ph. 531-289-0396 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class: Study with Pastor Holtzen.  Starts at 9:00a.m. will continue a study of 

Revelation. 

Monday Evening Bible study meets on Monday nights at 7:00 p.m. in the church fellowship hall and on 

zoom! Monday Night Bible Study has completed the first five lessons of the Augsburg Confession Bible 

study. The study resumes with lesson six on January 31, 2022. Then another break for Lent and we will finish in 

the spring with lessons 11-15. You have the option to attend in person at the Church or online using Zoom.  

Please use this link below to sign up.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084aada82baaff2-astudy 
if you want to join the study for lessons six to ten.  
 

Topic 6- Marriage    01/31/2022 
Topic 7- Baptism   02/07/2022  
Topic 8- The Lord's Supper 02/14/2022 
Topic 9- Good Works  02/21/2022 
Topic 10- The Church  02/28/2022 
 

Break for Lent 

Topic 11- Confession    04/18/2022 
Topic 12- The Mass & Church Ceremonies 04/25/2022 
Topic 13- Free Will   05/02/2022 

Topic 14- Church Authority  05/09/2022 
Topic 15- Civil Government   05/16/2022 

 

Dinner Out:  Will be to the Parthenon on January 16th.  Please let Karen Luebke know if you 

want to join the group!     
 

Sunday Circle will meet next on January 2nd, after church.    

We would like to wish each of you a heartfelt thank you for your support during the last 

year.  With your help we were able to create banners for Epiphany, Good Friday, 

Reformation, and the Joyful Joyful banner to use during the Sundays after Pentecost.  We 

made and donated 20 book bags along with school supplies to Bennet School. We donated 

$200 to Elliot and Serena Derricks (see information on page 6) who are missionaries 

serving in Cameroon in Bible translation and literacy for Lutheran Bible Translators. The 

big blue box for Undie Sunday was filled. Please look at the picture to see all that you gave.  The Cookie Walk 

on December 12th provided us with $409 to be used for more of God's work here at Trinity in 2022.  Thank you 

all again and have a joyous and Christ filled Christmas and New Year. 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084aada82baaff2-astudy
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 Our Mission 

Dollars at Work 

 Our $500 Mission Dollars 

for January goes to:  

 

 Calling All For Life Supporters! 

Plan to join us each day from Sunday, January 16, 

through Saturday, January 22, 2022, to learn about, 

share, and build excitement For Life in your home, church, school, and community! Each themed 

day will explore a distinct aspect of life ministry through local activities, online educational 

events, and interviews. 

Store: Life Sunday 2022 – Check out our new resources! “God Chose You” is Lutherans For Life’s 

theme for Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, which is set for January 23, 2022. Your congregation 

can observe Sanctity of Human Life Sunday on that date or at any time during the year. 

Our Life Sunday 2022 theme is based on John 15:16 – “You did not choose me, but I chose you 

and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit.” (ESV) 

January Birthdays 

1/1 Hallie Rink 

1/9 - Jacob May  

1/10 - Tim Malone,    

1/12 - Leonard Harper,  

1/17 - Madeline Hiatt  

1/18 - John Bruss  

1/21 - Lydia Oetjen  

1/27 - Jakob Kemper,  

Steve Cartagena, Matthew Rink  

1/29 - Ruby Plager  

 

University Chapel:  Anyone willing to host a simple lunch at the Chapel on March 6th for about 45 

students?? Worship is at 10:30. Lunch is at 11a.m. and done by 11:45.  The first Sunday of the month is their 

community service day so worship is short.  If interested or want to learn more speak with Pastor Kohnke 

ASAP. 

https://lutheransforlife.org/store-life-sunday-2022/
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Mary & Martha League:   The next meeting is January 20, 1:30 pm.    

It is December and we would like to give praise to God for all He has given us 

this year. From January to March you donated 366 food items, 35 health items, 4 

clothing items and $130.00 to the Bennet Food Pantry. We were sad when it 

closed but we know we can rejoice in opportunity that God gave us to serve our 

community.  God blessed us with the opportunity to give $100 to each the 

following charities: Child Advocacy Center, Debra of America, Friendship Home, and Lutheran World 

Relief.  Your willingness to collect Best Choice barcodes made it possible for us to donate $190 to Lutheran 

Family Services.  As of the writing of this article you donated $738.92 in Mites and $340 for People’s City 

Mission.  All of these activities of the Mary and Martha League are made possible with your support and are a 

reflection of God's love for us.  We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a New Year overflowing with 

God's love. 

 

Alberts Joke of the month and one from your church secretary.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

The installation of church officers will take place on Sunday, 

January 2, 2022      If you were elected at the October 2021 

Voters’ Meeting please plan to be installed.    
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If you are reading a paper copy of this, please go to www.TrinityWalton.org and select the 

electronic version of this issue to click on this links given below. 
 
The Nebraska Walk for Life will be taking place on Saturday, 
January 29.  Fellow Lutherans for Life are welcome to attend a 
brief worship service at the sanctuary of Trinity Lutheran 
Church at 724 South 12th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508.  The 
service will start at 8:45 a.m. and then the group will walk 3 or 4 
blocks to the State Capitol building where they will hear from various speakers (10 a.m.).  The group 
will then walk through downtown Lincoln to the UNL Student Union (14th and R) where they will 
hear from Ashley Bratcher, star of the movie "Unplanned."  Please join the group as they walk for life.  
Donations of size 3-6 diapers and/or boxes of wipes are welcome in support of Forward (a ministry 
assisting families of Lincoln with these consumables). 
People can register to join the Nebraska Walk for Life here.   
 

 
Disaster relief donations for Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Illinois, and Missouri 
    
  As you know, devastating tornadoes struck numerous communities across Arkansas, 

Tennessee, Kentucky, and Illinois in the evening and early morning hours of December 10 and 11. The death 

toll is staggering and continues to rise, while the devastation to property along the 250-mile storm path is 

unimaginable. In the wake of such destruction, the need for aid is great. Already, countless calls asking "How 

can we help?" have flowed into the Mid-South District LCMS office. 

          To assist with the relief effort, the Mid-South District has established a Disaster Relief Fund. Donations 

directed to this fund will be used for relief efforts in the tornado-ravaged communities. If you or any member of 

your congregation would like to contribute to this fund, you may make a gift online or by check payable to the 

Mid-South District Office / 1675 Wynne Road / Cordova TN 38016. Please note "Disaster Relief Fund" on any 

gifts sent by check. When donating online, please designate your gift as "restricted" for the Disaster Relief 

Fund. 

     You can also donate through the Missouri District LCMS. Any funds that are received over and above the 

need for assisting these affected congregations in Missouri will be sent to the Mid-South District to aid in their 

relief efforts in Western Kentucky. Visit https://mo.lcms.org/donate and choose “disaster relief” when 

prompted. 

 
Elliot and Serena Derricks are missionaries serving in Cameroon in Bible 

translation and literacy. They arrived in Cameroon in March 2018 and their 

mission is to work alongside a local language group that doesn’t have the full 

Bible in their language, revising their New Testament, translating the Old and 

increasing literacy rates community-wide. 

     Before beginning service with Lutheran Bible Translators ( LBT), the 

Derricks served in various fields with LCMS International from 2010 – 2016, including Slovakia, Macau, and 

South Korea. They welcomed their daughter, Lydia, in March of 2015 in Seoul, South Korea. Their second 

daughter, Josephine, joined the family in January 2017 in Dallas, Texas. Their son, Chikodi, joined the family 

in November 2019. 

 They will be at Trinity Sunday, June 26, 2022

http://www.trinitywalton.org/
https://ndlcms.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62de869afb128559831d82cc1&id=40e7531c81&e=1bcbe5b07f
https://ndlcms.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62de869afb128559831d82cc1&id=0860164b7d&e=1bcbe5b07f
https://ndlcms.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62de869afb128559831d82cc1&id=d566187758&e=1bcbe5b07f


   
 

   
 

January 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

1 

2 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service    

Installation of Officers 

11:15 Sunday Circle   

3 

 

4 

 
Woman’s Bible 

Study 12:45 

Fellowship Hall 

5 6 Epiphany 7 8 

 

Elder’s Meeting 7:00 

am @HyVee 70th & 

Pioneer 

9 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

Undecorate the Church 

10 11 12 
 

  

 

13 

 

 

14 15 

16 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service   

Dinner Out! 

17 

 

18 19  

 

Orphan Grain 

Train-Work Day 

 

20 

 

1:30 p.m. Mary & 

Martha League 

21 22 

23 

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

LIFE SUNDAY 

Mite Box Sunday 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

8:45 a.m. @ Trinity 

DOWNTOWN  

Nebraska Walk for 

Life 

30  

9 am Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

10 am Divine Service 

11:15 a.m. Lunch & 

Voters Meeting 

31  

 

Bible Study  

7:00 p.m.  

          

 



 

 

Those serving in January, 2022   Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

 

Elders        Altar Guild 

  2nd  Hank Oetjen, Tim Holtzen   2nd  Margene Meyer, Kristi Refior    

 9th   Alan Retzlaff, Dennis McClarnon   9th   Candy Kohnke, Shirley Retzlaff   

 16th Steve Cartagena, Tracy Refior       16th Erin Singh, Megan Rexroth       

 23rd Alan Retzlaff, Tim Holtzen 23rd Laura Hametis, Becky Nisley  

       30th  Steve Cartagena, Dennis McClarnon  30th Sandy Kemper, Deb Pavey 

  

 Acolyte    

 2nd   Knoxly May    

 9th     Willa Oetjen 
 16th  Ruby Oetjen    

 23rd  Lydia Oetjen    

 30th  Knoxly May 
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