
They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Matthew 21:7

In our world today, we are quickly grabbed by what is different. We are drawn to the extremes. We are impressed with the
spectacular. Bigger is better and the next great thing must be bigger still. We see it in presidential campaigns, blockbuster
movies, and billion-dollar Super Bowls.

If it’s going to get our attention, it’s got to be big. If it’s going to impress, it’s got to be spectacular. This also seems to be the case
when it comes to the work of God. We are impressed when it comes to the creation, the crossing of the Red Sea, the thunder
and lightning of Mount Sinai, the conquering of Canaan, and the slaying of giants. There is great attention on angel choirs and
Magi, walking on water, feeding a crowd of five thousand, and raising the dead. Our lectionary begins Advent with Jesus'
triumphant entry into Jerusalem, with impressive crowds and praise. But what’s up with the humble donkey?

The crowds are gearing up for the entrance of the king and a renewed kingdom. The Pharisees anticipate the heavy hand of
Rome. Jesus comes to bring entrance to the true Kingdom of God.

In contrast to the other two, the entrance of the Kingdom of God in the work of Jesus is miraculously unspectacular. In a couple
of chapters, Jesus will remind the disciples to “watch and pray.” We don’t know the time. We often misinterpret the way He
comes and even why he comes.

The work of salvation and the renewal of God’s people is miraculous and incredible. But it quite often occurs in unspectacular
ways. Your birth, your new life in baptism, your participation in the Holy Supper, and the ways you share His grace are often as
mundane as they are magnificent.

The world takes no notice of Advent and the beginning of a new church year. We hear the promise of Jesus' return in glory. We
get a peek at angel choirs and Magi from the East. But most of the world takes no notice. There is not much to see. Except for
His trip to Egypt, He traveled no further than from Norfolk to Sioux City or Seward to Grand Island.
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He taught with authority and healed many with ease, but in the end, most found
Him easy to ignore. Yet His one solitary life has made an impact on our world
and on your heart unequaled in all of history.

God’s work continues to progress in miraculously unspectacular ways. Certainly,
there has been the impressive work of fast-growing missions and great joy with
large groups of new members. But much of God’s work happens without fanfare
or notice. We celebrate a baptism, but the date is quickly lost. His Supper is a
great renewal of the heart, but we quickly turn to the next task on the schedule.
Much of a sermon can be easily ignored and the rest quickly forgotten...but
through it all the Spirit brings fruit to bear.

A word of encouragement. An act of kindness. A prayer for strength. A loving
touch... None will cause the earth to tremble, but like wind through the
branches, the Spirit moves. In all these little things, far more than the
spectacular, the work of Christ is done, the presence of Christ comes near.

Recognizing His coming is one thing. Understanding what He is doing is another.
“My kingdom is not of this world.” He comes not to make life simple or easy for
you, nor to make life miserable for your enemies. He comes to bring
righteousness, to proclaim your forgiveness, to change your heart, and to renew
your life. This is the miraculously unspectacular work of God as He bestows on
us the miraculous gift of faith.

Amen, come Lord Jesus, come.

Rev. Richard Snow, Nebraska District President



MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS
GROW AT 2021 GATHERING

On November 13-14, 2021, 321 participants from 30
congregations gathered at the Embassy Suites in LaVista for
the 2021 Nebraska District Middle School Gathering. This
year, those entering 9th grade were invited as a special
“COVID Class,” giving them an extra year of eligibility, as
there were no gatherings held in 2020.

Each Middle School Gathering is one piece of a three-part
journey for 6th-8th grade students based on the keywords
KNOW, GROW, and SHOW. The theme of this Gathering was
“GrOw,” based on 2 Peter 3:18, reminding students that
every day they are called to GROW in the knowledge and
truth of Jesus Christ as they learn how God PLANTS a seed
of faith in them through baptism, PRUNES their lives for
growth, and calls them to live by the Spirit to PRODUCE fruit
for Him that lasts an eternity! 

The next gathering will be held November 12-13, 2022, in
Kearney with the theme centered on the word SHOW. SO,
students learn how they are redeemed and sanctified for a
life that will SHOW whose they are and will witness to
others by HOW they show love in our lives! You can view
recap videos from the event at https://ndlcms.org/msyg/.

UPCOMING CONVENTION DEADLINES

January 26, 2022, Overtures
January 31, 2022, Nominations (District President, Vice
Presidents, and Board of Directors)
January 31, 2022, Voting Delegate Information Forms
February 1, 2022, Circuit Forum Reports
February 28, 2022, Congregation Statistical Reports
April 22, 2022, Congregational Assessments
May 16, 2022, Convention Registration

Your cooperation in following this schedule and meeting
these deadlines will help us to plan efficiently for the
upcoming convention.  Thank you for your assistance!

Convention questions may be directed to Candi Menze,
convention coordinator, at candim@ndlcms.org, or contact
the District Office at 402-643-2961. Details available at
https://ndlcms.org/convention-home/

Several years ago, the District took a leap of faith. We moved
forward with renovation work on the District Office in Seward
and University Chapel in Lincoln before the needed funds were in
place. Both buildings needed attention—the Chapel especially
because the people we were trying to serve told us the building
was intimidating and difficult to access. This caused us to
evaluate and take action.

Renovation work at the Chapel is now complete, campus ministry
continues with students at UNL and other campuses in Lincoln,
and now the Chapel is also a ministry center, where people are
served in many ways with God’s love and compassion. Concordia
University, Nebraska partners with us to offer programs at the
Chapel and GracePoint Institute for Relational Health provides
Christian counseling to church workers, students, and many
others.

Though renovation is complete, our campaign to raise the funds
for the renovation projects continues. To date, we have received
more than $3.6 million in gifts and pledges. This support has
come from 658 individuals and missions, and 89 congregations.
We have a $325,411 remaining loan balance due to Lutheran
Church Extension Fund, and ask for your support in helping us
finish this effort.

We are grateful for our members' support of the regular ministry
of our District and our hope—and request—is that those who are
able to will join in to support the vibrant ministry at University
Chapel. Please prayerfully consider making a gift to the
campaign. Please know that we celebrate every gift, and every gift
will assist this important mission and ministry that occurs in our
own backyard.

To make a campaign gift, you can send a check to: Nebraska
District LCMS, Building Campaign, PO Box 407, Seward, NE,
68434. Or visit https://ndlcms.org/give/ to pay online.

For questions about making a pledge or gift, please contact Joyce
Bruha at the District office by email at joyceb@ndlcms.org or by
phone at 888-643-2961.

CHAPEL RENOVATION IS COMPLETE AND
DEBT IS CLOSE TO BEING RESOLVED

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him
be the glory both now and to the day of
eternity. Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18

https://vimeo.com/655453267
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mailto:joyceb@ndlcms.org
https://vimeo.com/655453267


Calls Accepted
Rev. David Kahle (FtW'05) Zion, Imperial, to Redeemer, Olathe, KS
Rev. David Keating (FtW'20) St. John, Curtis, to associate, St. James, Chicago, IL
Rev. Scott Kirchoff (FtW'95) Faith, Kent, OH, to Immanuel, Osmond
Rev. Matthew Koterba (FtW'17) St. Peter, Wymore, Zion, Harbine, to Holy
Cross, Scott City, KS
Rev. Brent Horne (FtW'16) Immanuel, Canton, KS, to 
St. Paul, Malcolm
Rev. William Mattfeld (StL-Delto'09) emeritus, Nebraska District, to 
Immanuel, Schuyler

Calls Declined
Rev. Nathan Abel (StL'17) St. John, Wilcox, to Immanuel, Clifton, TX; to
Eisleben, Scott City, MO; and to St. John’s, Beaufort, MO
Rev. Bart Fouts (StL'08) senior, St. John, Battle Creek, to Faith, Lincoln, IL
Rev. Andrew Gerike (FtW'14) Mt. Calvary, Omaha, to St. Paul's, Wildwood, MO
Rev. Shawn Linnell (FtW'13) Trinity, Blair, to St. John, Garner, IA 
Rev. Robert Mayes (FtW'03) Immanuel, Beemer, and Zion St. John, Wisner, 
to Trinity, Fairhope, PA
Rev. David Mommens (StL'15) St. Paul, Melrose, MN, to St. Paul, Central City
Rev. Aaron Vergin (FtW'14) St. Mark’s, West Bloomfield, MI, to St. Paul, 
West Point
Rev. Brian Wright (StL-AR'16) Christ, Cairo, to St. John’s, Cadott, and St. Peter’s,
Boyd, WI
 
Status Changes
Rev. Richard Boring (StL'93) Nebraska District LCMS, Seward, to emeritus,
Nebraska District
Rev. Michael Wolff (StL'89) emeritus, Nebraska District, to emeritus, Northern
Illinois District

Installations & Ordinations
Rev. Russell Bonine (FtW'09) as pastor, Bethlehem, Ravenna, October 3
Rev. John Doolittle (FtW-AR'98) as pastor, Christ, St. Paul, and St. John, Palmer,
October 10
Rev. Brett Horne (FtW'16) as pastor, St. Paul, Malcolm, December 5
Rev. Scott Kirchoff (FtW'95) as pastor, Immanuel, Osmond, December 11

ORDAINED
Calls Accepted
Christa Doyle (S’97) teacher, Trinity, Rock Springs,
WY, to teacher, Christ, Lincoln
Carol McDaniel (S’83) candidate, Nebraska District,
to teacher, Christ, Lincoln
Allison Parkhurst (S’15) DCE, Beautiful Savior,
LaVista, to DCE, Peace, Eau Claire, WI
Martha Short (WI’17) teacher, Zion, Alexandria, MN,
to teacher, St. Peter Preschool, North Bend

Calls Declined
Stephen Bornheimer (AA’10) teacher, Emmanuel
St. Michael, Fort Wayne, IN, to teacher, Heartland
Lutheran High, Grand Island
Christine Ekberg (S’09) DCE, Our Savior, Norfolk, to
DCE, Messiah, Plano, TX
Jay Krause (S’83) executive director, Metro East
Lutheran High, Edwardsville, IL, to advancement
officer, Concordia University, Seward

           
Other Transactions
Laura Ahlers (IV’88) DCE, Zion, Pierce, resigned
from the roster
Jamie Braniff (S’17) teacher, Christ, Juniata,
removed from the roster
Eugene Faszholz (S’58) emeritus, called to glory,
October 11, 2021
Heidi Goehmann (CH’02) candidate, Nebraska
District, to candidate, Michigan District
Paul Heidorn (RF’54) emeritus, called to glory,
November 3, 2021
Kathleen Kuhn (SP’66) emeritus, called to glory,
February 24, 2021
Julie Lazarchic (S'93) candidate, called to glory,
December 2, 2021
James Mackie (S’Cqy’81) emeritus, called to glory,
June 29, 2021
Robert Psencik (S’97) candidate, Texas District, to
candidate, Nebraska District
Brent Sankey (S’04) candidate, Michigan District, to
candidate, Nebraska District
Margaret Sankey (S’04) candidate, Michigan
District, to candidate, Nebraska District
Kelsey Sarrault (AA’16) candidate, Nebraska
District, to candidate, Southeastern District

Placements
Amelia Schlichting (S’21) teacher, Christ, Lincoln,
August 22

COMMISSIONED
CALL ACTIVITY IN THE NEBRASKA DISTRICT

UPCOMING EVENTS
February 4-5, 2022, Pastors' Wives Retreat, Peace, Grand Island

March 14-15, 2022, Spring Pastors' Conference, Kearney

June 24-25, 2022, Nebraska District Convention, Younes Conference
Center, Kearney

July 9-13, 2022, LCMS Youth Gathering, Houston, Texas

July 22-23, 2022, LWML Nebraska District North Convention, Ramada
Inn, Columbus

September 16-17, 2022, LWML Nebraska District South Convention,
Younes Conference Center, Kearney

Learn more about upcoming events by clicking here.

http://convention.ndlcms.org/
http://ndlcms.org/upcoming-events/



