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379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL sts. 1, ref, 2–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 
C Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we confess our sins with contrite hearts. We are by nature sinful and 

separated from You. We live sin-filled lives, transgressing Your Law in thought, word, and deed. We repent of 
our sins and beseech Your great forgiveness. By the power of the Holy Spirit within us, direct us so that we 
may amend our sinful lives and joyfully walk in ways of love and peace to Your glory. 

P As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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624 THE INFANT PRIEST WAS HOLY BORN 

 

 

 
 
5  The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 
    As at the rail on bended knee 
    Our hungry mouths from Him receive 
     The bread of immortality. 
 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 
    A priestly food and priestly meat; 
    On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
     His quenching blood that life restores.

7 With cherubim and seraphim 
Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003881 
Tune: Public domain 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P  The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Together let us pray. 
C Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the 

bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 
  
 

(Sit) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52:7–10 

7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who 
brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8The voice of 
your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the 
LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted 
his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE Hebrews 1:1–12 
 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days 
he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the 
world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe 
by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 
 today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 
“I will be to him a father, 
 and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

7Of the angels he says, 
“He makes his angels winds, 
 and his ministers a flame of fire.” 

8But of the Son he says, 
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
 the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
 with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

10And, 
“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, 
 and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11they will perish, but you remain; 
 they will all wear out like a garment, 
12like a robe you will roll them up, 
 like a garment they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
 and your years will have no end.” 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
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 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was 
made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
 
367 ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Message for All Ages: Children will assist 
Theme: “The Apostles’ Creed and Symbols of Salvation”  
 
CATECHISM The First Article 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P What does this mean? 
C I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all 

my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all 
I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of 
fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank 
and praise, serve and obey Him. 
This is most certainly true. 

Message: 
 
CATECHISM The Second Article 
C And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
P What does this mean? 
C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 

virgin Mary, is my Lord, 
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and 
from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent 
suffering and death, 
that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness, 
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
This is most certainly true.  

Message: 
 
CATECHISM The Third Article 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
P What does this mean? 
C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the 

Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
 
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it 
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. 
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 
This is most certainly true. 

Message: 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
PREFACE LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You 
have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love 
those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
338 COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink 
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

P  Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PAX DOMINI LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
 
 
 
621 LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
383 A GREAT AND MIGHTY WONDER 
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546 O JESUS SO SWEET, O JESUS SO MILD 

 

 

 
BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 
 
 
 
387 JOY TO THE WORLD 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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