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Sunday, December 12, 2021 
The Third Sunday in Advent 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
5315 South 162nd St. 

Walton, Nebraska 68461 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Kevin J. Kohnke 

Organist: Mrs. Kathy May              

                                                                         

 

The Order of Divine Service 
 

803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Invocation & Ceremony of Lighting: 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P  We now have two candles burning on our Advent wreath. 

Youth: What do these candles mean? 

C The Prophecy candle reminds us of the word of the prophets, “Hear 

the Word of the Lord”. This candle reminds us that we too need to 

listen to God’s Word. 

P The Bethlehem candle, reminds us that the Lord is coming, just as surely 

as He once came to Bethlehem (which was not prepared), so surely He is 

coming again and we should be prepared. 

Y: What is the meaning of the third candle? 

(The third candle of the Advent wreath is lit.) 

P The third candle, which is rose, is the Shepherd’s candle, reminding us of 

the first people to hear of Jesus’ birth, who went to see Him, and then 

shared the joy of the Good News with others. In liturgy, the color rose 

signifies joy. This candle is colored rose to represent joyfulness and 

rejoicing. 

C It also reminds us that Jesus is the Good Shepherd. 

Y:  We should be as eager as the Shepherds to behold the Lord Jesus who is  

     our Good Shepherd. 

 

Song of Response:   
709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is st. 1 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Versicles:       Ezekiel 34:11-16 

P 'For thus says the Lord GOD: "Indeed I Myself will search for My sheep 

and seek them out. 

C As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered 

sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places 

where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day. 
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P And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the  

     countries, and will bring them to their own land; I will feed them on the  

     mountains of Israel, in the valleys and in all the inhabited places of the  

     country. 

C "I will feed them in good pasture, and their fold shall be on the  

      high mountains of Israel. There they shall lie down in a good fold  

      and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 

P “I will feed My flock, and I will make them lie down," says the Lord  

     GOD. 

C "I will seek what was lost and bring back what was driven away,  

      bind up the broken and strengthen what was sick; but I will  

      destroy the fat and the strong and feed them in judgment." 

 

The Confession of Sins: 

 
P Let us make confession of our sins. 

C O Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable sinner,  

    confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended you and justly deserved your punishment now and forever. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray you for your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter suffering and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

 

The Absolution: 
 
P Almighty God gave His Son to die for us, and because of Jesus, He 

forgives all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of His Word I 

therefore announce the forgiveness of all your sins in the Name of the 

Father and the + Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen 
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Introit Psalm 146:5–8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4 

 
Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will say, | Rejoice. 

Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* 

 whose hope is in the | LORD his God, 

who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,* 

 who keeps faith for- | ever; 

who executes justice for | the oppressed,* 

 who gives food to the | hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes | of the 

blind.* 

 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves 

the | righteous. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will say, | Rejoice. 

 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Together let us pray. 

C Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten 

the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 3:14–20 
 14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and 

exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15The LORD 

has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away 

your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you 

shall never again fear evil. 16On that day it shall be said to 

Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. 
17The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will 

save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by 

his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. 18I will gather 

those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no 

longer suffer reproach. 19Behold, at that time I will deal with all 

your oppressors.  And I will save the lame and gather the 

outcast, and I will change their shame  into praise and 

renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you in, at the 

time when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned 

and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore 

your fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Philippians 4:4–7 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do 

not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
  

Holy Gospel Luke 7:18–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And 

John, 19calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, 

saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 

another?” 20And when the men had come to him, they said, “John 

the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to 

come, or shall we look for another?’” 21In that hour he healed 

many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on 

many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered 

them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the 

deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news 



7 

 

 

 

preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not offended 

by me.” 

 24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the 

crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the 

wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did 

you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those 

who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in 

kings’ courts. 26What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 

I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is 

written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare 

your way before you.’ 
28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. 

Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than 

he.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 

      The third day He rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 
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345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Theme: Rejoice Always Text: Philippians 4:4-7 

 

The Prayers of The Church: 

The Preface:  
P  It is our duty and joy at all times and in all places to give 

thanks to You O Lord, Holy Father, through Christ our Lord, whose way 

John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very Lamb of 

God. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

Your name, Lord Jesus who has delivered us from sin and every evil, and 

in faith has taught us to pray.... 

 

The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
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The Words of Our Lord 

 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

The Distribution 
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333 Once He Came in Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003881 

 

610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me sts. 1–4 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Post Communion Canticle:  Tune LSB 461 

 
    1 Oh,  thank the Lord,   whose  good  - ness    sure    And stead -fast  

    2 As    His own  ser -  vants   we    de   -    part,    with His  sal-  
    3 Lord,  let  us  show   the     world  your    light;   Let  us   de-  

 
       love    fore'-  er      en  -  dure!   Our   eyes have seen,   our      

       va -    tion    in     our    heart.   His    sav- ing  power He        

       clare   your   glo -    ry    bright,  Pro - claim your death  un -   

 
       ears     have  heard, And we have  tast  -  ed   of    His    Word. 
      has    made known; His love through all   the   earth  is     shown. 
       til     You   come,  to  take your  ran- somed  serv- ants    home.   

 

Post Communion Collect:  
P  Almighty God, You gave Your Son as a sacrifice for sin: enable us to receive 

Him always with thanksgiving, and to live in service to Him through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C  Amen  

 

The Benediction: 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C  Amen  
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