
“What therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder.” Matthew 19:6

Commitment matters not only in marriage, but also in the family of God and in life in general. As God designed the relationship
of marriage in creation, He designed it to reflect His loving commitment to us as His people. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Paul
reminds us that the relationship of husband and wife is a reflection of the relationship between Christ and His Church. God’s
unfailing commitment is seen in His daily renewing forgiveness. It constantly restores us spiritually, physically, emotionally, and
intellectually.

God’s commitment and care is foundational to our hope. Commitment in marriage affects not only the couple and family, but
also friends and the entire community. Divorce is a consequence of our brokenness and leaves everyone feeling broken. Even
marriages that are filled with turmoil experience loss when commitment fails. Without commitment you cannot have security in
a relationship and without security, love cannot be freely given and vulnerability becomes far too risky.

Commitment is not as common in our society today as we might wish. Not just in marriage, but in our families and in our daily
relationships we struggle with commitment. It’s easy to focus only on the broken relationships, but it is also important to
celebrate the steadfast commitment that many couples in our congregations and community have for one another. Quite
simply, we not only have couples that have been married a long time, but we also see that these couples are focused on
keeping it that way.

As I share that Valorie and I are nearing our 40-year mark, couples in so many congregations rejoice and respond that they are
celebrating 40, 50, 60, and more years together! I rejoice in that commitment and in the commitment our people have to their
congregational family in their attendance, leadership, support, and compassion for others. This model of commitment is a
unique strength and a wonderful reflection of God’s commitment to us that benefits our congregation and community.

The challenge that faces us even as we look at this wonderful commitment is, “What are we committed to?” That question arises
because though these couples are ferociously committed to each other, the marital health of these same couples is under
extreme stress, and the satisfaction experienced by these couples is far from biblically ideal. The same can be said of our
commitment and satisfaction in our congregational health.
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Whether you look at ordained and commissioned church worker couples or lay
couples, statistically we know that a slim majority of our couples have marriages that
are healthy, strong, and growing. A large minority are either struggling or facing real
dangers of marital unhealth. Those struggling are often couples just starting a family,
couples with high schoolers, and couples with children leaving home. We shouldn’t
be surprised; these are understandably stressful times. We need to be aware and
see how we as the Church can help strengthen these and other couples and give
them resources and opportunities that will help them understand their stress, work
through their struggles, and strengthen their relationship. Again, the same can be
said of our congregational health. It is easy to be so focused on commitment that we
neglect health.

Commitment is critical, but without growth and health and expressions of love,
commitment becomes the shackle that outwardly binds us rather than the security
that frees us to lovingly serve Christ by serving others. As I work with our church
workers and congregations I want to help build on commitment and health for
relationships that can take stressful times head on. I am committed to couples and
congregation families that are not only committed to staying together, but to
reflecting the fullness Christ in his forgiveness, love, compassion, and care. It’s a tall
order and worth every effort. It can only be done in Christ through the work of the
Holy Spirit. Apart from Him we can do nothing, but connected to the Vine we bear
much fruit.

Committed, learning, and growing with you as a husband, father, grandfather, and
pastor,
Rev. Richard Snow, Nebraska District President



SUBMIT OVERTURES NOW FOR 2022
DISTRICT CONVENTION
Overtures introduce official business to the Convention.
Congregations, circuit forums, official District conferences,
and District commissions, committees, and Board of
Directors are encouraged to submit overtures to the
Convention on behalf of the ministry that we do together as a
Synod, in our District, and internationally.

Overtures that were submitted before the convention delay
will stand. Those who have submitted overtures have been
contacted to confirm that they would still like those overtures
to be presented. The submission period will continue
through January 2022 for any new overtures.

All overtures must be submitted to the District Office by
January 26, 2022. Learn more and access the overtures
template at http://convention.ndlcms.org/overtures/.

UPCOMING CONVENTION DEADLINES

January 26, 2022, Overtures
January 31, 2022, Nominations (District President, Vice
Presidents, and Board of Directors)
January 31, 2022, Voting Delegate Information
February 1, 2022, Circuit Forum Reports
February 28, 2022, Congregation Statistical Reports
April 22, 2022, Congregational Assessments
May 16, 2022, Convention Registration

Your cooperation in following this schedule and meeting these
deadlines will help us to plan efficiently for the upcoming
convention.  Thank you for your assistance!

Convention questions may be directed to Candi Menze,
convention coordinator, at candim@ndlcms.org, or contact the
District Office at 402-643-2961. http://convention.ndlcms.org/

On Sept. 13, Concordia University, Nebraska
announced a special online Master of Education
(M.Ed.) and Master of Arts in School Counseling
(M.A.S.C.) tuition rate for Nebraska residents of
$340 per credit hour, the lowest online M.Ed.
tuition found in the state and the Concordia
University System. 

“Originally founded as a teacher’s college in
1894, Concordia understands the importance of
serving our educators,” said Dr. Bernard Bull,
Concordia president. "Concordia's Master of
Education programs have equipped thousands
of teachers, administrators and education
professionals for decades. Our educators here
in Nebraska and those in Lutheran schools
around the world are doing valuable work and
we want to honor them through this special rate
that aligns with our mission.” 

Through the Lutheran Guarantee, graduate
students who are members of an LCMS
congregation, work for a Lutheran school,
church or other entity, or are alums of a
Concordia University System school, will qualify
for this special $340 per credit hour rate.

Learn more about Concordia’s graduate
Education programs at cune.edu/med.

CONCORDIA ANNOUNCES
NEBRASKA’S MOST AFFORDABLE
ONLINE M.ED. AND M.A. IN SCHOOL
COUNSELING



2021 OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR AWARDS

Early Childhood Educator of the Year

Sheryl Tietz, Director/Teacher at
Jesus Our Savior Preschool, Winnebago

Church workers from across the Nebraska District gathered in Kearney for the 2021 All Professional Church Workers’ Conference.
One of the highlights of the conference was presenting the following awards:

Elementary Teacher of the Year

Doni Douglass, 1st grade teacher at 
Christ, Lincoln

Middle/High School Teacher of the Year

Sean Wieting, 6th grade teacher and coach at
Lincoln Lutheran Middle/Senior High School

Parish Worker of the Year

Director of Family Life at
Our Savior, Norfolk

Administrator of the Year

David Kumm, Principal at
Trinity, Lincoln

Shepherd of the Year

Rev. Brad Birtell, Senior Pastor at
St. John, Columbus



Calls Accepted 
Rev. Russell Bonine (FtW'09) St. Paul’s, Haven, KS, to
Bethlehem, Ravenna

Calls Declined
Rev. Michael Awe (StL'89) senior, Hope, South Sioux City,
to senior, First, Charlotte, MI
Rev. Kirk Clayton (StL'00) Zion, Mascoutah, IL, to
Immanuel, Osmond

Status Changes
Rev. Greg Volzke (StL-Cqy'93) Christ, Juniata, to emeritus,
Nebraska District

Installations & Ordinations
Rev. Michael Belinsky (FtW'09) as pastor, St. John, Beemer,
and Zion, Bancroft, August 15
Rev. John Genter (StL'10) as Assistant Professor of
Theology, Philosophy & Biblical Languages, Concordia
University, Seward, August 22
Rev. John Benito Morejon (StL-AR'17) as associate pastor,
Trinity, Grand Island, August 15 
Rev. Brent Smith (StL'01) as Executive Development
Officer, Lutheran Bible Translators, Concordia, MO, August
22
Rev. Zachary Zehnder (StL'10) as teaching pastor, King of
Kings, Omaha, August 8

ORDAINED
Calls Accepted
Joy Barefoot (S’89) candidate, to teacher, Zion, Kearney
David Bremer (S’11) teacher, Bethany, Naperville, IL, to
teacher, Trinity, Grand Island
Bernard Bull (WI’93) candidate, to president, Concordia
University, Seward
Lori (Plummer) Dillon (S-Cqy’11) teacher, Concordia
Lutheran Schools of Omaha, to teacher, Parker Lutheran,
Parker, CO
Amber Fiala (S’99) principal, St. John, Seward, to director,
Faith, Lincoln
Justin Hoffman (S’03) candidate, to teacher, Faith, Lincoln
Stephanie Kollbaum (S’15) teacher, Grace, Pocatello, ID, to
teacher, St. John, Battle Creek
Chris Olsen (S’01) teacher, Heartland Lutheran High School,
Grand Island, to teacher, Faith, Eustis, FL
Sheila Psencik (S’96) candidate, to interim principal, St.
John, Seward
Kristi Schkade (S’98) teacher, Immanuel, Jefferson City, MO,
to teacher, Trinity, Fremont
Tetsuya Sugita (IV-Cqy’01) director of worship arts, Christ,
Norfolk, to director of music ministry, Bethel, Bryan, TX
Philip Vogel (S’13) teacher, Zion, Kearney, to teacher,
Concordia Academy, Omaha
Letha Wallace (WI’19) teacher, Lutheran Church of Messiah,
Grand Junction, CO, to teacher, Trinity, Fremont

Calls Declined
Melinda Standerfer (S’17) DCE, St. John, Decatur, IL, to DCE,
Christ, Lincoln
           
Other Transactions
Denise Bitter (S’71) emeritus, Kansas District, to emeritus,
Nebraska District
Eugene Faszholz (S'58) emeritus, called to glory, 10/11/21
Rebecca Fisher (S’85) DCE, Christ, Lincoln, to candidate
Jillene Houser (FW’13) deaconess, Lamb of God, Papillion,
to candidate, Minnesota North District        
Greg Rathke (S’88) principal, Trinity, Fremont, to candidate
Judith Ripke (S’77) teacher, Faith, Lincoln, to candidate,
Rocky Mountain District
Jeanette Schipporeit (S’73) teacher, Christ, Norfolk, to
emeritus
Kirsten Suhr (S’90) director of children and family ministry,
St. Mark, Omaha, to candidate
Susan Wilcox (S’81) teacher, Christ, Lincoln, to emeritus
Dawn Williams (S’89) head teacher, Zion, Plainview, to
candidate
Sarah Wright (S’04) teacher, St. Paul’s, Arlington, to
candidate

Placements
Emma Brand (S’20) teacher, St. John, Seward, August 8
Faith Lakamp (IV-Cqy’20) teacher, Christ, Lincoln, July 14

COMMISSIONED
CALL ACTIVITY IN THE NEBRASKA DISTRICT

November 13-14, 2021, Middle School Youth Gathering,
Embassy Suites, LaVista

—2022—

February 4-5, 2022, Pastors' Wives Retreat, Peace,
Grand Island

March 14-15, 2022, Spring Pastors' Conference, Kearney

June 24-25, 2022, Nebraska District Convention, Younes
Conference Center, Kearney

July 9-13, 2022, LCMS Youth Gathering, Houston, Texas

July 22-23, 2022, LWML Nebraska District North
Convention, Ramada Inn, Columbus

September 16-17, 2022, LWML Nebraska District South
Convention, Younes Conference Center, Kearney

Learn more about upcoming events by clicking here.

UPCOMING EVENTS



LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-
insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation 
to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The 
offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read 
the Offering Circular which more fully describes associated risks. Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund-Missouri Synod. 10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300, St. Louis, 
MO 63127-1020. 800-843-5233. lcef.org. NMLS #3444. Illinois Residential Mortgage 
Licensee (MB.0006057). Loans made or arranged pursuant to a California Law 
License (6037619). For more information on LCEF’s lending license go to lcef.org/
state-disclosures/.

LUTHERANS HELPING
OTHER LUTHERANS

VISIT LCEF.ORG OR CALL 800-843-5233

NATE MEIER
LCEF District Vice President | Nebraska District

402-643-2961 | Nate.Meier@lcef.org

Since 1978, Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund (LCEF) has been the 
financial partner for The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). 
You can feel good working with LCEF 
because we share your Lutheran 
beliefs. Our mission is to ensure you 
have the financial resources and 
related solutions available to fulfill 
your call for God’s glory now and in 
the future. Contact LCEF to discover 
the possibilities.

INVESTMENTS

LENDING SOLUTIONS

MINISTRY SOLUTIONS

REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS


