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“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit…” Acts 2:4 “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 “For she said, If I touch even
his garments, I will be made well.” Mark 5:28
Prayer is a simple part of our faith walk with God.
As a baby naturally cries out for its needs and its mother, we cry out to God. We have needs. Sometimes we may
know what we need and often we have no idea. A baby knows something is wrong. It’s up to the parent to figure
out what that something is. God in his wisdom and grace knows better what we need than we do ourselves. The
woman with the flow of blood knew she just needed to touch the hem of Jesus’ garments.
Prayer can also be a challenging part of our faith walk with God. Pastors and people all struggle with God’s call to
pray. Many of us sense a prayer-life that is lacking.
At other times, we recognize that prayer is more about God’s work than ours, reliant upon his faithfulness and the
work of the Holy Spirit, rather than our initiative or consistency. To pray without ceasing is not spending 24 hours a
day with your hands folded. It is about regular prayer, in the sanctuary, at the dinner table, in the hospital, in times
of need and times of plenty. “Pray without ceasing” might better be phrased “don’t stop taking time to pray.”
I have been praying for strength and wisdom and relief for all those affected by this pandemic and for the
willingness of the many who stepped up, reached out, and lent a hand. I have been moved to pray that God would
pour out His Holy Spirit upon His people, so that moved by His grace we would be invigorated in the opportunities
He has placed before us.
I pray that he would make our hearts and minds one with his. I pray that he would
lead us by his wisdom and grace and that we would bless his plans rather than
merely asking him to bless our plans. I pray that he would move us forward in
boldness that his grace and presence will bear much fruit.
I have been doing a lot of praying and a lot of reading on prayer. I continue to be
amazed at the access prayer gives us to God’s heart and God’s grace. I also
continue to be overwhelmed at how little I still understand about prayer and how
much more it offers us in our relationship with God and the potential to influence
what God is doing in our world.
God the Father is influenced by his children, just as any father is influenced by the
ones he loves, and serves, and protects. Sometimes a father needs to say no, but
very often a father will alter his plans through the influence of either a bright-eyed
or teary-eyed child. And so again I pray that the Holy Spirit would pour himself out
in and among us, to move our hearts and to open the hearts of those we touch.
Our faith and trust that he will answer is not about the strength of our faith but in
the promises of our God to hear and answer. We know that he is faithful. We know
that he is wise. We know that he has the power to do all we ask and more. And we
know that he is good. We don’t know how he will answer, but we know that his
heart and actions are influenced by his children. And so we rejoice in the gift and
influence of prayer as we are filled with the joy of his Spirit through the flowing
waters of Holy Baptism. “Father, pour out your Spirit on your people ...”
In Christ,
Pastor Richard Snow, President, Nebraska District LCMS
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MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GATHERING INVITES 9TH GRADE "COVID CLASS" TO ATTEND
The Nebraska District hosts an annual gathering for 6th-8th grade
students.
*This year only, we’d like to also invite those entering 9th grade as our
COVID Class, giving them an extra year of eligibility.
Each event is one piece of a three-part journey for Middle Schoolers.
Mark your calendars to join us as we KNOW, GROW, and SHOW!
Registration includes Saturday dinner and Sunday breakfast, snacks, speakers, talent show and games! A block of
rooms will be available at the hotel, but groups are responsible for their own lodging arrangements. (We require a
minimum 7:1 youth to adult ratio.)
Every day we are called to GROW in the knowledge and truth of Jesus Christ as we learn how God PLANTS a seed
of faith in us through baptism, PRUNES our lives for growth, and calls us to live by the Spirit to PRODUCE fruit for
Him that lasts an eternity! 2 Peter 3:18
Registration materials will be available later this year at http://www.ndlcms.org/msyg/.

CONGREGATION ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Please send information about your congregation's anniversary
celebrations to communications@ndlcms.org and we will include it in
the Weekly Update as space allows.

June 24-27, 2021, National
LWML Convention, Lexington,
Kentucky

Christ, Cairo, 100th anniversary July 10, All Church play at 6:00 p.m.,
BBQ at 7:00 p.m. and fireworks at dusk. July 11, worship service at 10:30
a.m. with guest speaker Tim Hetzner of LLC Comfort Dogs; dinner
following service; speaker Gary Thies of LCMS Mission Central at 1:00
p.m.; time capsule opening at 2:00 p.m.; and cake fellowship at 2:30
p.m.
Immanuel, Seward, 150th anniversary August 1, with worship at 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. featuring Dr. Mark Rockenbach. A special meal will
follow the service. An organ recital featuring James Clausen will start at
12:30 p.m. Please contact (402) 499-3051 for details.
Christ, Columbus,150th anniversary July 4, Celebration of Christian
Education; September 11, Social event & fundraiser, American Legion,
Columbus; September 19, music service; December 3-5, Christmas at
Christ Lutheran Weekend with dinner concert and tour of homes.
Details at facebook.com/CLS150th
St. John’s, Pierce, 150th anniversary Email office@stjohnspierce.org
or call the church office 402-329-4298 for more details. June 20, Rev.
Fish preaching. July 4, Pancake Feed 7:30-9:30 a.m., 10 a.m. worship,
Pastor Tuma preaching, and Parade in Pierce at 1:00 p.m. August 15,
Rev. Lucas Miller preaching. September 4-5, celebration with church
and cemetery tours, history booths, food, music, kids games, Sunday
worship at 10 a.m. and fellowship. Saturday evening music by the
Southern Gospel Duet of Jim & Melissa Brady. Tickets will be available
soon. Watch website for details: www.stjohnspierce.org under the 150th
celebration tab.

September 30-October 1, 2021,
Circuit Visitors'/VicePresidents' Conference, Camp
Carol Joy Holling, Ashland
October 21-22, 2021, All
Professional Church Workers'
Conference, Younes
Conference Center, Kearney
November 13-14, 2021, Middle
School Youth Gathering,
Embassy Suites, LaVista
—2022—
March 14-15, 2022, Spring
Pastors' Conference, Kearney
June 24-25, 2022, Nebraska
District Convention, Younes
Conference Center, Kearney
July 9-13, 2022, LCMS Youth
Gathering, Houston, Texas
Learn more about upcoming
events by clicking here.

THREE-YEAR BIBLE READING GUIDE UPDATED
In 2017, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) joined with the Lutheran Church—Canada (LCC) and the
North American Lutheran Church (NALC) to compile a three-year plan of daily Bible readings and a yearlong series
of weekly readings on Martin Luther’s approach to the Scriptures. First released in 2018, Reading the Word of God:
A Daily Reading Guide for Three Years has now been updated for 2021. Each day’s reading in the three-year guide
includes Old and New Testament selections as well as a psalm or part of a psalm. The reader who follows the
guide will read through the entire Old Testament once and the New Testament twice over the three-year period,
with the Book of Psalms being read in full twice each year. Certain church festivals such as Christmas, Easter and
Pentecost have readings appointed for the specific occasion. The weekly Luther readings come from Luther on the
Scriptures by Johann Michael Reu (1869–1943), a German-born American Lutheran pastor, theologian and
educator. The reading guide and schedules are available for free download at:
lcms.org/bible-reading-schedule-2021-to-2023.

GRACE, NORFOLK NOW COLLECTING
ITEMS FOR CHRISTMAS BOXES

LCMS GEO MISSIONARY OPPORTUNITIES –
WINTER 2022 CALL CYCLE

“Dear Precious Child, you are receiving this gift
because you are loved. You are loved by the person
who prepared this box. More importantly, you are
loved by Jesus.” Over the last two years, the
congregation of Grace, Norfolk, sent this note along
with the 2,259 Orphan Grain Train Christmas boxes
they packed. The children around the world who
received these boxes rarely receive any gifts. Some
do not own anything other than the clothes on
their back. Some do not know the Christmas story.
Their goal this year is to share another 1,500 gift
boxes through Orphan Grain Train so even more
children can hear the Christmas story.

LCMS Office of International Mission is looking for
LCMS church members to serve as missionaries
teaching English as a Foreign Language around the
globe. Some are GEO (Globally Engaged in Outreach)
positions for 2+ years, and others are career positions
for 5+ years. Teacher training is a definite plus but not
required for all positions. Would you or someone you
know be a fit for international missionary service?
Learn more at: https://servenow.lcms.org/opp/geomissionary-opportunities-winter-2022-call-cycle/ Deadline
for beginning the GEO missionary candidate process is
Nov. 3, 2021.

You can help them fill these boxes using monetary
gifts or donations of clothes and toys. Each box
contains a T-shirt, socks, underwear, coloring book,
stickers, crayons, ball, toothbrush, stuffed animal,
and toy. The boxes are for children ages 2–12. They
are collecting new underwear, new socks, 24-count
boxes of crayons, coloring books, pages of stickers,
plastic and rubber balls, and toothbrushes in
individual packages. Used items to be donated
include T-shirts, stuffed animals, and toys including
dolls, Barbies, blocks (Legos, Duplos, wooden), and
children’s puzzles.
Items and monetary donations (marked “Grace
Lutheran Christmas Box Project”) can be sent to
Grace Lutheran Church or Orphan Grain Train,
Norfolk, NE. They are collecting donations through
July 31. If you have any questions or would like to
help pack the boxes, contact Kelly Asbury at 402371-3521. You can help these children know they
are precious and that Jesus is the greatest gift of
all!

HEARTS FOR JESUS PROJECT FOR 2021-22
Each year, the Nebraska District chooses a project to
support with their prayers and offerings throughout
the school year. Schools may send their Hearts for
Jesus offerings to the District Office clearly marked as
“Hearts for Jesus.” The projects supported by Hearts
for Jesus alternate each year between national
missions and missions within the Nebraska District.
This year, we have selected World Mission, a ministry
whose mission is to be the first to reach the
“unreached” people of the world with the Word of God.
One of the most powerful ministry tools they use is
called, a “Treasure,” a solar powered audio device that
contains the Bible in the native language of the people
who receive them. Just imagine what a treasure they
must be to those who hear the Word of God for the
very first time.
Learn more about Hearts for Jesus at our website:
http://www.ndlcms.org/education/hearts-for-jesus-project/

CALL ACTIVITY IN THE NEBRASKA DISTRICT
ORDAINED

COMMISSIONED

Calls Accepted
Rev. Terence Groth (StL'79) emeritus, Nebraska District,
to associate, St. Paul, Utica
Rev. Michael Heckmann (StL'14) St. Paul, Plainview, TX,
to Zion, Grant
Rev. Jonathan Rathjen (StL'95) Trinity, Auburn, to
Peace, Arbor Vitae, WI
Rev. Paul Warneke (FtW'96) Zion, Hastings, to Christ,
Nebraska City, and St. Paul, Weeping Water

Calls Accepted
Cassandra Benter (SRF’13) teacher, St. John, Battle
Creek, to teacher, St. John, Rochester, MI
Caleb Egger (S’11) teacher, St. John, Seward, to
teacher, St. John, Lanesville, IL
Caroline Kober (S’97) candidate, Southern Illinois
District, to Regional Ambassador, Concordia
University, Seward
Kelly Shaver (S’12) candidate, Northern Illinois
District, to Regional Ambassador, Concordia
University, Seward
Corinne Woltmann (S’09) DCE, Good Shepherd,
Owatonna, MN, to DCE, Christ, Norfolk

Calls Declined
Rev. Timothy Brisbois (FtW'90) candidate, Nebraska
District, to Good Shepherd, Leadville, CO
Rev. Caleb Kruse (StL'14) associate, Lord of Life,
Elkhorn, to Immanuel, Osmond

CONVENTION IS COMING NEXT YEAR
Congregations will receive mailings later this year with
updated information about deadlines, nominations, and
overtures. Up to date information will be available on
our Convention website until the end of next summer.
We look forward to gathering with the delegates in
Convention for worship and work.
http://convention.ndlcms.org/

MAKE STEWARDSHIP A PRIORITY IN YOUR
CONGREGATION WITH THE "DISCIPLES
LIVING AS GRACE-FILLED STEWARDS" KIT
Jesus has called each of us to be His disciples. As His
disciples, we follow Him and learn from Him as we read
and study His Word. His love for us compels us to
encourage others to follow Him and become His
disciples. Acknowledging that all we are and have are
gifts from God, we become His faithful stewards who
manage all that He has entrusted to us. God honors us
with the privilege of being His disciples who live as
grace-filled stewards.
The Disciples Living as Grace-Filled Stewards kit, made by
the Stewardship Advisors and now available for
Nebraska District congregations, includes a four-week
set of sermons, children messages, Bible studies, lay
reader talks, trifold brochures, letters, newsletter
articles, bulletin messages, devotions, worship helps,
flyers, commitment forms, and timelines. Congregations
are encouraged to download the kit and use it to help in
building a stewardship mindset.
Visit http://www.ndlcms.org/stewardship-resouces/ for all
of our stewardship materials.

Calls Declined
Faith Doerr (S’14) teacher, Concordia, Omaha, to
teacher, Christ, Juniata
Preston Doerr (S’13) teacher, Concordia, Omaha, to
teacher, Christ, Juniata
Jonathan Fraker (TX’13) teacher, Epiphany, Houston,
TX, to teacher, Trinity, Fremont
Paul Von Rentzell (S’84) teacher, Concordia Christian
Day School, Conover, NC, to teacher, Heartland
Lutheran High School, Grand Island
Other Transactions
Dean Hanson (S’73) emeritus, Northwest District, to
emeritus, Nebraska District
Joshua Keithley (S’05) candidate, Nebraska District,
to candidate, Kansas District
Cynthia Kuntz (S’87) teacher, Concordia Academy,
Omaha, called to glory, 4/29/2021
Laurie Friedrich (SP’80) candidate, Nebraska District,
to candidate, Minnesota South District
Kay Storck (S’99) teacher, Lamb of God Preschool
(Pacific Hills), Omaha, to candidate
Placements
Evan Johnson (S’21) DCE, Our Savior, Norfolk, May 2,
2021
Janelle List (S’18) teacher, Faith, Lincoln, May 2, 2021

CALLED TO GLORY
Rev. Herbert Kluck was called to glory on May 31, 2021.
He served congregations in Texas, California, Nebraska
and South Dakota, including Trinity, Arapahoe (19651976) and Zion, Plainview (1977-1980).His full obituary is
available at https://www.schaetter.com/obituary/herbertkluck.

OFFICIAL NOTICE
2022 CONVENTION CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
June 24-25, 2022 • Younes Conference Center, Kearney
As announced on February 16, 2021, the LCMS National Convention has been delayed for one year to 2023. In response to Synod’s delay,
our Nebraska District Board of Directors approved a delay of the District Convention from 2021 to June 24-25, 2022.
All current nominations submitted for 2021 will stand. Individuals on the ballot will be contacted to confirm willingness and eligibility to
remain on the ballot. Nominations for both processes will reopen for new submissions. The first nominations process for the positions
listed below will re-open in July, and all members of the District are encouraged to submit recommendations for nomination. Congregations
will receive a mailing regarding the second process (District President/Vice Presidents/Board of Directors) later this year.
The Nominations Committee for the 2022 Nebraska District Convention is seeking nominations of candidates for the following offices,
boards, and committees: Secretary of the District, Constitution Committee, Nominations Committee, Board of Regents (Seward), and
Synod Committee for Convention Nominations. The Committee invites nominations from the circuit visitors, ordained ministers,
commissioned ministers, lay members, circuit forums, and congregations of the District.
By means of this announcement, the invitation to submit names is herewith extended to all in the Nebraska District LCMS who are
interested. Please use the online form, “Recommendation for Nomination,” which you can find at convention.ndlcms.org/nominate. The
Committee requests that names be forwarded to the District Office between July 5 and October 18, 2021. Experience has shown that the
Committee needs a major time segment to do its work properly.
The current Nominations Committee is: Rev. Jeff Bloom, Rev. Scott Bruick, Rev. Rob Kuefner, Sandra Armstrong, Kim Cornett, Glenn Van
Velson, and Kent Warneke. The District Secretary also serves on this committee as an advisory member.

All nominations should be submitted through the online form found at http://convention.ndlcms.org/nominate/

INFORMATION ON POSITIONS
DISTRICT SECRETARY: (One ordained minister to be elected. Rev. B.J. Fouts is currently serving the interim until June 2022 and will be eligible for
election.) Records the proceedings of District Convention, serves as member and recording secretary of the District Board of Directors,
serves as member and secretary of the Constitution Committee, and corresponds with congregations concerning constitutional revisions.
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: (Three ordained ministers, one commissioned minister, and three lay members to be elected. Completing terms are
Rev. Jeff Bloom, Rev. Scott Bruick, Rev. Rob Kuefner, Sandra Armstrong [commissioned], Kim Cornett [lay], Glenn Van Velson [lay], and Kent Warneke
[lay]. All are eligible for re-election. The District Secretary also serves on this committee as an advisory member.) Prepares a slate of at least two
candidates for every position to be filled: Secretary, Nominations Committee, Constitution Committee, Members of Board of Regents, and
the District representative and alternate to Synod Committee for Convention Nominations in years determined by the Bylaws of the Synod.
*Please note: According to bylaw 3.12.3, the Nominations Committee is considered an ad hoc committee, and the bylaw restriction (1.5.1.2)
against holding multiple offices does not apply to those who sit on the Nominations Committee.
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE: (Two ordained ministers, one commissioned minister, and one lay member, preferably an attorney, to be elected.
Completing terms are Rev. Jim Rasmussen, Rev. Robert Mayes, Scott Ernstmeyer [commissioned], and Kurth Brashear [lay]. All are eligible for reelection. The District Secretary also serves on this committee.) Advises the District, circuit forums, and individual congregations on
constitutional matters. It reviews new and revised constitutions to make sure they are theologically sound, state laws are followed, and in
agreement with the Synod Handbook. It also keeps the Nebraska District Bylaws up-to-date.
BOARD OF REGENTS (Concordia University, Nebraska): (One ordained minister, one commissioned minister, and two lay members to be
elected. Completing terms are Rev. Eugene Gierke, Krista Barnhouse, Ryan Burger, and Dick Helms. Rev. Eugene Gierke is completing his third term,
and he is not eligible for re-election. Krista Barnhouse [commissioned] and Ryan Burger [lay] are completing their second terms, and they are
eligible for re-election. Dick Helms [lay] is completing his first term, and he is eligible for re-election.) Serves on the Board of Regents of Concordia
University, Nebraska. Nebraska State law requires that one member elected to the Board of Regents be a Seward County resident.
SYNOD COMMITTEE FOR CONVENTION NOMINATIONS: (One lay member of a Nebraska District congregation and one alternate lay member
to be elected.) A lay member from a Nebraska congregation is to serve on this committee for the next triennial Convention of the Synod
(held in 2023). The committee selects candidates for all elective offices, boards, and commissions for election at the triennial Synod
convention, except for the positions of Synod president, first vice president, and vice president positions requiring regional nominations.

YOUR CHURCH HAS A FUTURE
It has potential for growth and an opportunity to reach deep into your
community with the Gospel. What better feeling to know that your
ministry is playing a part in God’s redemptive work-a dream you’ve
always nurtured.
But there’s just one problem-your church is in desperate need
of repair or upgrade.

Now may be the time
to explore a Church
Improvement Loan
through Lutheran
Church Extension Fund.

INTEREST RATES ARE AT AN ALL-TIME LOW.
Church improvement loans are limited to LCMS congregations
and include:
• Maximum 10-year term
• Up to $150,000
• 24 months at Cost of Funds (COF) adjusted annually
• LCEF COF plus up to 2.5% adjusted annually for remaining term
• Payments fully amortized over term
The Church Improvement Loan is designed to help churches fund
critical church repairs and upgrades.

Visit lcef.org or call 800-843-5233.

For personalized service,
contact your Nebraska
District Vice President
Nate Meier, MBA at
402-643-2961 or
Nate.Meier@lcef.org.

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is
not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized.
The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully
describes associated risks. Lutheran Church Extension Fund-Missouri Synod (NMLS# 3444). Illinois Residential Mortgage
Licensee (MB.0006057). Loans made or arranged pursuant to a California Law License (6037619). For more information on
LCEF’s lending license go to lcef.org/state-disclosures/. The National Office is located at: 10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite
300, St. Louis, MO 63127-1020. 1220L001

