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Jesus answered, “If you abide in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the Truth, and the Truth will set you
free.” John 8:32-33
Dear family of the Father,
It is amazing to me how often our ideas and the ideas of others are so different from the truth we find in God’s Word.
Sometimes our ideas put just a little twist on His truth, and sometimes our thoughts and words are in direct contrast to
the truth God shares with us. Other times our ideas have no connection with His truth whatsoever. That is why manmade truth that is not in agreement with God’s Word is no truth at all and only leads to greater bondage in sin.
I see it in my life and I watch it in others. Any time we decide to live by our own “truth” in contrast to God’s truth, we are
living a lie and are always headed for trouble. As Jesus speaks in the verses above, we learn first that God wants us free
from bondage, and second, that He is the only way to find that freedom. Struggling with sin is frustrating and even
infuriating.
Today we see clearly how everyone has their "own truth," and the conflict that results is everywhere. “Follow the science,”
we are told, but we struggle to determine whose science we need to follow. Freedom is another idol we pursue, and we
are consumed with our independence, seeking a life where no one else can tell us what to do. Freedom to live where we
want, to work where we want, and to pursue what we want. Freedom of speech, of assembly, and of religion are all good
gifts. But all too often these freedoms are used to serve the self. The nature of sin is to be curved in on the self. My
primary interest becomes my freedom, for my benefit. So my freedom as a U.S. citizen easily turns into neglecting my
neighbor. My freedom in Christ easily becomes freedom from Christ, His Word, and His truth. With all of those freedoms,
we end up living out life in our own self-imposed prisons.
What are you enslaved to? To paraphrase the context of John 8, “We are offspring of America and have never been
enslaved to anyone,” and as Lutherans we might also say, “We are children of Luther and of the Gospel and have never
been enslaved to anyone.” When you hear Jesus speak of being a slave to sin it is easy to reflect on sinful addictions,
sexual or chemical. Those certainly enslave people. But there are many more subtle
forms of slavery to sin: worry, fear, frustration, anger, and greed, to name a few. Is
anyone worried about the government or violence around the world? Have any concerns
for the future faith of your children? For the future itself? And so slavery marches on.
Two words are key in the verses above: Word and Truth. I capitalized both because Jesus
is the Word made flesh. He is the way, Truth, and life. Science can give you knowledge,
but only Jesus gives Truth because He is the Truth.
Your right relationship with the Father comes from the Word made flesh, not from your
rightness, pureness, or work. He lived for you, died for you, rose for you, raises you from
sin, death, and the devil, and from a world of chaos and confusion. You are free in
Christ. He reforms you daily in the gift of baptism as you die and rise in Christ. He
reforms you in the Truth of the Living Word. He is the Truth that sets you free.
The lies of Satan, like his forked tongue, are two-pronged. You must work hard to
appease God’s wrath OR you don’t have to work at all. God’s Truth speaks clearly that
you are not saved by works, yet you are saved to do good work, which God prepared in
advance, that you should walk in them. In Christ, God is pleased with you. In Christ, God
is pleased to work through you. In Christ, who is the Truth, you know the Truth, and the
Truth has, does, and will set you free.
The heart of our faith is not a ritual or a structure, but a person. The truth of who He is
grows us into who we were created to be: the body of Christ, alive in this world, serving
Him by serving others.
Created in Christ for community,
Pastor Richard Snow, President, Nebraska District LCMS
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MIDDLE SCHOOL GATHERING INVITES
9TH GRADE "COVID CLASS" TO ATTEND

SUBMIT OVERTURES NOW FOR 2022
DISTRICT CONVENTION

The Nebraska District hosts an annual gathering for 6th8th grade students. Each event is one piece of a three-part
journey for Middle Schoolers. Mark your calendars to join
us as we KNOW, GROW, and SHOW! This year only, we’d
like to also invite those entering 9th grade as our COVID
Class, giving them an extra year of eligibility.

Overtures introduce official business to the Convention.
Congregations, circuit forums, official District conferences,
and District commissions, committees, and Board of
Directors are encouraged to submit overtures to the
Convention on behalf of the ministry that we do together as a
Synod, in our District, and internationally.

Registration materials are available at
http://www.ndlcms.org/msyg/.

All overtures must be submitted to the District Office by
January 26, 2022. Learn more and access the overtures
template at http://convention.ndlcms.org/overtures/.

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY WRAPS UP SUMMER ACTIVITIES
This summer, Holy Cross Campus Ministry from Kearney and University
Lutheran Chapel from Lincoln went on a joint hiking trip to Leadville,
Colorado, with a small but mighty group. They enjoyed the hospitality of Good
Shepherd Lutheran in Leadville, walked around Turquoise Lake, skipped
rocks, played UNO, cooked together, and explored the downtown areas of
Leadville and Buena Vista. In addition to enjoying the fellowship time during
the hikes, there was time spent in devotions and discussion about faith and
life. Both groups are looking forward to future trips with campus ministries
across Nebraska.
International student outreach opportunities with the UNL community
continue all year, and summer activities at the Chapel included inviting
students from the Bangladeshi community to host a baby shower for two of
their families who are pregnant, continuing English language conversation groups, and meeting with students one-on-one to
give them opportunities to ask questions about faith and share the Gospel with them.
It's not too late to get your college students connected to Lutheran campus ministries. There are four opportunities in the
Nebraska District for students to enjoy fellowship and deepen their faith with LCMS campus ministries. Learn more at our
District Ministries webpage at http://www.ndlcms.org/district-ministries/. To connect students who are attending college in
another state, visit https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/campus-ministry to locate a Lutheran ministry near them.

SIOUXLAND HISPANIC MINISTRY: "WE PLANT AND WATER, GOD GIVES THE GROWTH"
Rev. Paul Flo of Hope, South Sioux City, leads Siouxland Hispanic Ministry, reaching out to the Hispanic community in that area.
He recently shared news about the ways God is at work in that community.
"In September, three ladies—Yessenia (Mexico), Valia (Cuba), and Jackeline (Guatemala)—will be confirmed in the faith and
confession of our Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. It will be a joyous day for both our English and our Spanish speaking
members who are preparing cards, cake, and a lunch to celebrate.
"We give thanks to God who is allowing us to see the fruits of faithfully teaching and preaching His powerful Word which
transforms minds and hearts. We plant and water, but God gives the growth, as St. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3: 'I planted,
Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives
the growth.' All glory be to God!"
Rev. Flo shared about joining these families in their birthday parties and anniversary celebrations, saying, "These sorts of
invitations and shared moments tell me that members of our Hispanic community are starting to see Hope Lutheran Church
and her pastor as a meaningful part of their community and lives... Things are moving in good directions! Again, all glory be to
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who gives the growth!"

G RE E T I NGS F R O M CO N CO R DI A’S CAMPU S
I’m humbled to heed God’s call to serve as the next President of Concordia University, Nebraska. I’ve long
admired Concordia’s legacy of cultivating a rich, academically challenging, vibrant and Christ-centered higher
education community and its inspiring track record of equipping men and women for lives of learning, service
and leadership in the church and world.
As I begin my tenure at Concordia, it is inspiring to see the important work taking place here by our faculty, staff
and students. I look forward to joining in Concordia’s beautiful expression of a Christian academic community,
seeking to find ways we can interact with, learn from, serve and love the many neighbors in the world around us.
I pray for the wisdom to serve and lead with competence and integrity, joining with others to celebrate and
amplify the many incredible strengths of Concordia while collectively seeking out and embracing new ways to
serve, lead, learn and collaborate with others locally, in the church, nation and world.
As I went through the interview process, I learned more about Concordia’s four Promises of a Lutheran
Education, each of which speaks to the challenges and opportunities of our present age. God willing, I look
forward to joining the community in fulfilling the promise of providing a higher education within a distinctly
Christian community, engaging in deep and rigorous academic exploration and inquiry, cultivating a sense of
purpose and a deepened understanding of vocation, and nurturing wisdom.
I believe that Concordia University, Nebraska is well-positioned to help students prepare to tackle some of
the most pressing challenges and promising opportunities of this age. I can’t wait to discover what God has in
store for us as a community and for the many students whom we are privileged to serve and support.

Dr. Bernard Bull
President
Concordia University, Nebraska
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OFFICIAL NOTICE
2022 CONVENTION CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
June 24-25, 2022 • Younes Conference Center, Kearney
As announced on February 16, 2021, the LCMS National Convention has been delayed for one year to 2023. In response to Synod’s delay,
our Nebraska District Board of Directors approved a delay of the District Convention from 2021 to June 24-25, 2022.
All current nominations submitted for 2021 will stand. Individuals on the ballot will be contacted to confirm willingness and eligibility to
remain on the ballot. Nominations for both processes have reopened for new submissions. The first nominations process for the positions
listed below is now open, and all members of the District are encouraged to submit recommendations for nomination. Congregations will
receive a mailing regarding the second process (District President/Vice Presidents/Board of Directors) in mid-September.
The Nominations Committee for the 2022 Nebraska District Convention is seeking nominations of candidates for the following offices,
boards, and committees: Secretary of the District, Constitution Committee, Nominations Committee, Board of Regents (Seward), and
Synod Committee for Convention Nominations. The Committee invites nominations from the circuit visitors, ordained ministers,
commissioned ministers, lay members, circuit forums, and congregations of the District.
By means of this announcement, the invitation to submit names is herewith extended to all in the Nebraska District LCMS who are
interested. Please use the online form, “Recommendation for Nomination,” which you can find at convention.ndlcms.org/nominate. The
Committee requests that names be forwarded to the District Office before October 18, 2021. Experience has shown that the Committee
needs a major time segment to do its work properly.
The current Nominations Committee is: Rev. Jeff Bloom, Rev. Scott Bruick, Rev. Rob Kuefner, Sandra Armstrong, Kim Cornett, Glenn Van
Velson, and Kent Warneke. The District Secretary also serves on this committee as an advisory member.

All nominations should be submitted through the online form found at http://convention.ndlcms.org/nominate/

INFORMATION ON POSITIONS
DISTRICT SECRETARY: (One ordained minister to be elected. Rev. B.J. Fouts is currently serving the interim until June 2022 and will not be eligible
for election.) Records the proceedings of District Convention, serves as member and recording secretary of the District Board of Directors,
serves as member and secretary of the Constitution Committee, and corresponds with congregations concerning constitutional revisions.
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: (Three ordained ministers, one commissioned minister, and three lay members to be elected. Completing terms are
Rev. Jeff Bloom, Rev. Scott Bruick, Rev. Rob Kuefner, Sandra Armstrong [commissioned], Kim Cornett [lay], Glenn Van Velson [lay], and Kent Warneke
[lay]. All are eligible for re-election. The District Secretary also serves on this committee as an advisory member.) Prepares a slate of at least two
candidates for every position to be filled: Secretary, Nominations Committee, Constitution Committee, Members of Board of Regents, and
the District representative and alternate to Synod Committee for Convention Nominations in years determined by the Bylaws of the Synod.
*Please note: According to bylaw 3.12.3, the Nominations Committee is considered an ad hoc committee, and the bylaw restriction (1.5.1.2)
against holding multiple offices does not apply to those who sit on the Nominations Committee.
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE: (Two ordained ministers, one commissioned minister, and one lay member, preferably an attorney, to be elected.
Completing terms are Rev. Jim Rasmussen, Rev. Robert Mayes, Scott Ernstmeyer [commissioned], and Kurth Brashear [lay]. All are eligible for reelection. The District Secretary also serves on this committee.) Advises the District, circuit forums, and individual congregations on
constitutional matters. It reviews new and revised constitutions to make sure they are theologically sound, state laws are followed, and in
agreement with the Synod Handbook. It also keeps the Nebraska District Bylaws up-to-date.
BOARD OF REGENTS (Concordia University, Nebraska): (One ordained minister, one commissioned minister, and two lay members to be
elected. Completing terms are Rev. Eugene Gierke, Krista Barnhouse, Ryan Burger, and Dick Helms. Rev. Eugene Gierke is completing his third term,
and he is not eligible for re-election. Krista Barnhouse [commissioned] and Ryan Burger [lay] are completing their second terms, and they are
eligible for re-election. Dick Helms [lay] is completing his first term, and he is eligible for re-election.) Serves on the Board of Regents of Concordia
University, Nebraska. NOTE: Nebraska State law no longer requires that one member elected to the Board of Regents be a Seward County
resident.
SYNOD COMMITTEE FOR CONVENTION NOMINATIONS: (One lay member of a Nebraska District congregation and one alternate lay member
to be elected.) A lay member from a Nebraska congregation is to serve on this committee for the next triennial Convention of the Synod
(held in 2023). The committee selects candidates for all elective offices, boards, and commissions for election at the triennial Synod
convention, except for the positions of Synod president, first vice president, and vice president positions requiring regional nominations.

CALL ACTIVITY IN THE NEBRASKA DISTRICT
ORDAINED
Calls Accepted
Rev. Russell Bonine (FtW'09) St. Paul’s, Haven, KS, to
Bethlehem, Ravenna
Calls Declined
Rev. Michael Awe (StL'89) senior, Hope, South Sioux City,
to senior, First, Charlotte, MI
Rev. Kirk Clayton (StL'00) Zion, Mascoutah, IL, to
Immanuel, Osmond
Status Changes
Rev. Greg Volzke (StL-Cq'93) Christ, Juniata, to emeritus,
Nebraska District
Installations & Ordinations
Rev. Michael Belinsky (FtW'09) as pastor, St. John, Beemer,
and Zion, Bancroft, August 15
Rev. John Genter (StL'10) as Assistant Professor of
Theology, Philosophy & Biblical Languages, Concordia
University, Seward, August 22
Rev. John Benito Morejon (StL-AR'17) as associate pastor,
Trinity, Grand Island, August 15
Rev. Brent Smith (StL'01) as Executive Development
Officer, Lutheran Bible Translators, Concordia, MO, August
22
Rev. Zachary Zehnder (StL'10) as teaching pastor, King of
Kings, Omaha, August 8

UPCOMING EVENTS
September 30-October 1, 2021, Circuit Visitors'/VicePresidents' Conference, Camp Carol Joy Holling, Ashland
October 21-22, 2021, All Professional Church Workers'
Conference, Younes Conference Center, Kearney
November 13-14, 2021, Middle School Youth Gathering,
Embassy Suites, LaVista
—2022—
March 14-15, 2022, Spring Pastors' Conference, Kearney
June 24-25, 2022, Nebraska District Convention, Younes
Conference Center, Kearney
July 9-13, 2022, LCMS Youth Gathering, Houston, Texas
July 22-23, 2022, LWML Nebraska District North
Convention, Ramada Inn, Columbus
September 16-17, 2022, LWML Nebraska District South
Convention, Younes Conference Center, Kearney
Learn more about upcoming events by clicking here.

COMMISSIONED
Calls Accepted
Joy Barefoot (S’89) candidate, to teacher, Zion, Kearney
David Bremer (S’11) teacher, Bethany, Naperville, IL, to
teacher, Trinity, Grand Island
Bernard Bull (WI’93) candidate, to president, Concordia
University, Seward
Lori (Plummer) Dillon (S-Cqy’11) teacher, Concordia
Lutheran Schools of Omaha, to teacher, Parker Lutheran,
Parker, CO
Amber Fiala (S’99) principal, St. John, Seward, to director,
Faith, Lincoln
Justin Hoffman (S’03) candidate, to teacher, Faith, Lincoln
Stephanie Kollbaum (S’15) teacher, Grace, Pocatello, ID, to
teacher, St. John, Battle Creek
Chris Olsen (S’01) teacher, Heartland Lutheran High School,
Grand Island, to teacher, Faith, Eustis, FL
Sheila Psencik (S’96) candidate, to interim principal, St.
John, Seward
Kristi Schkade (S’98) teacher, Immanuel, Jefferson City, MO,
to teacher, Trinity, Fremont
Tetsuya Sugita (IV-Cqy’01) director of worship arts, Christ,
Norfolk, to director of music ministry, Bethel, Bryan, TX
Philip Vogel (S’13) teacher, Zion, Kearney, to teacher,
Concordia Academy, Omaha
Letha Wallace (WI’19) teacher, Lutheran Church of Messiah,
Grand Junction, CO, to teacher, Trinity, Fremont
Calls Declined
Melinda Standerfer (S’17) DCE, St. John, Decatur, IL, to DCE,
Christ, Lincoln
Other Transactions
Denise Bitter (S’71) emeritus, Kansas District, to emeritus,
Nebraska District
Rebecca Fisher (S’85) DCE, Christ, Lincoln, to candidate
Jillene Houser (FW’13) deaconess, Lamb of God, Papillion,
to candidate, Minnesota North District
Greg Rathke (S’88) principal, Trinity, Fremont, to candidate
Judith Ripke (S’77) teacher, Faith, Lincoln, to candidate,
Rocky Mountain District
Jeanette Schipporeit (S’73) teacher, Christ, Norfolk, to
emeritus
Kirsten Suhr (S’90) director of children and family ministry,
St. Mark, Omaha, to candidate
Susan Wilcox (S’81) teacher, Christ, Lincoln, to emeritus
Dawn Williams (S’89) head teacher, Zion, Plainview, to
candidate
Sarah Wright (S’04) teacher, St. Paul’s, Arlington, to
candidate
Placements
Emma Brand (S’20) teacher, St. John, Seward, August 8
Faith Lakamp (IV-Cqy’20) teacher, Christ, Lincoln, July 14

