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Trinity Lutheran Church 

July 4, 2021 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

A service of thanksgiving to God for 

Independence Day 

 
While Independence Day does not appear on the church calendar, it is  

appropriate for' Christians who live in the United States of America to  

gather for worship to celebrate the founding of our nation. We do not 
worship our nation, but we honor and give thanks to God for allowing 

us to live in this great land. We certainly do not claim that our nation is 

perfect, but we rejoice in the freedoms we enjoy, especially the freedom 

to worship our God as we choose without being subjected to 
government persecution. On this day, we sincerely ask God to continue  

to bless our country, and to bless the leaders of our country with 

wisdom, justice, and mercy.  
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HYMN                                                        Melody: America the Beautiful 

 

Almighty God, to You we plea for mercy and for grace. 

Oh, hear our penitential cry and do not hide Your face. 

Arise, arise, O Lord of hosts; be jealous for Your name. 

Oh, come, and drive from out our coast the sins that put to shame. 

 

The pow’rs, O Lord, ordained by You with Heav’nly wisdom bless. 

Make them Your servants just and true who rule in righteousness. 

The church of Your beloved Son inflame with love’s pure fire; 

Unite Your people, Lord as one, and life and truth inspire. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 

yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. Galatians 5:1  

C You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 

indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13  

P O come, let us worship the Lord!  

C  Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker.  

P  Let us offer Him our heart-felt praise and thanksgiving!  

C  We thank God for our heritage of freedom.  

P  We have not deserved or earned our bounty.  

C  God has blessed us because of His love and mercy.  

   

CONFESSION OF OUR SIN  

 
P  As recipients of God's mercy, we have the responsibility to stand firm against 

the forces of evil around us. This has been the duty of all God's people from 

the very beginning. We now examine our hearts in the light of God's Word 

and confess those times we have failed to do our duty.  

C  Father, forgive us. We seek Your mercy for ourselves and for our nation. 

We have allowed idolatry, lust, and greed to permeate our society. 

Instead of influencing our culture and nation as You would have us to do, 

we allow our culture to influence us. We have permitted that which we 

know is wrong into our lives and our homes. Forgive us, Lord. We have 

sinned and we are without excuse. We do not deserve anything good from 

You.  
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF GOD'S MERCY AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P  Praise be to God, who does not give us what we deserve, but instead 

gives us what we need! What we need is mercy. That is God's gift to 

us again this day. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

God has freed us from the guilt of our sins. In Christ we have true  

freedom. In His name I forgive you all your sins.  

C  Amen! Praise God for His mercy and love.  

 
966 Before You, Lord, We Bow 

Tune and text: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 
P  Together let us pray. 

C  Lord, keep this nation under Your divine care. Bless the leaders of 

our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a 

blessing to the other nations of the earth. Help us to elect 

trustworthy officials, contribute to wise decisions for the general 

welfare of all, and thus serve You faithfully in our generation to 

the honor of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord. Amen.  

 

PSALM                                                               Selected verses from Psalm 33 

P Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has 

chosen as his heritage! 

C The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man; 

from where he sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants of 

the earth, 

 

P The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by 

his great strength. 

C Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who 

hope in his steadfast love, that he may deliver their soul from death 

and keep them alive in famine. 

 

P  Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. For our 

heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 

C Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in 

you. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                 Isaiah 61:1 

 Let freedom ring! Servants of the Lord are called to proclaim freedom 

in the Lord. 

 

 1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 

anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up 

the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening 

of the prison to those who are bound; 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE                                                                                            1 Peter 2:16–17 

Let freedom ring! Use your freedom properly, in service to God. 

 

 16Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for 

evil, but living as servants of God. 17Honor everyone. Love the 

brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB p. 205 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                         John 8:31–36 

Let freedom ring! The Truth will set you free. 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in 

my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and 

the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of 

Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you 

say, ‘You will become free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave 

does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if 

the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Children’s Lesson 

 
O Beautiful for Spacious Skies                   on page 10 

 
Sermon Theme: 

 “Rejoice and be glad in our freedom” I King 17:17-24 (NKJ) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE CHRISTIAN FLAG 

C I pledge allegiance to the cross of our Lord, Jesus Christ. And to 

the faith for which it stands, one Savior eternal, with mercy and 

grace for all. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG 

C I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. And 

to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

 

Faith of Our Fathers                        on page 11 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 

countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

P Heavenly Father, one of the freedoms we enjoy is the freedom to pray. Hear us as 

we pray in Jesus name and as He has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in 

heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily 

bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into 

temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  

  I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table                                         on page 12 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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965 God Bless Our Native Land 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 
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Faith of Our Fathers 
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618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003881 

 

 


