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Trinity Lutheran Church 
December 25, 2020 Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. 

Parking Lot: FM 87.9 
Jesus, the First fruit of Jesse's Tree 

 
As We Gather 

“In Him was life” (John 1:4). If you have ever had the opportunity to witness the birth of a child, it’s difficult to not be 
in awe of a new life entering the world. A newborn baby is full of life! Yet the Christ Child born that first Christmas is 
full of life in an even greater way. This child, the Word made flesh, is born, lives, dies, and rises to give life to the 
world. “In Him was life.” In Jesus is life for Mary, life for Joseph, life for the shepherds, life for those in Bethlehem, 
life for the Jews, life for the Gentiles, life for all, life for you. This Christmas, when you see the babe wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger, rejoice that “in Him was life”! 
 

PREPARATION 
 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences John 1:14 
P And the Word became flesh 
C and dwelt among us, 
  
P and we have seen His glory, 
C glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Confession and Absolution John 1:9–13 
P The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was 

made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own people did not receive 
Him. 
 
As we gather together this Christmas, let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
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C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  
P But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God, who 

were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
Because of the Savior who is the Word made flesh and dwelt among us, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory sts. 1, ref, 2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
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A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
  
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, You sent Your only-begotten Son as a descendent of Jesse as You fulfilled Your promise of a 
Messiah; 

C grant that we joyfully receive Him as our Savior, the Word made flesh who dwelt among us; 
P through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 
P The Old Testament Reading for the Nativity of Our Lord is from Isaiah, the fifty-second chapter. 
  7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings 
good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”  8The voice of your 
watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see  the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, 
for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 1:1–6 
P The Epistle is from Hebrews, the first chapter. 
  
 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the 
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 
After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much 
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 
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“I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,  “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse Luke 2:14 

Alleluia. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased! Alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel John 1:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with 
God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
Children’s Message 

 
 

383 A Great and Mighty Wonder 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon THEME: JESUS, THE FIRSTFRUIT OF JESSE’S TREE   TEXT: JOHN 1:1–14 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church John 1:1, 3–5, 12, 14 

P We come before our Lord in prayer in the name of the Word, who became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” We come before You, 
eternal Lord, rejoicing that You are the same yesterday, today, and forever with mercies new each morning. In the 
name of the Word, who became flesh 

C and dwelt among us. 
  
P “All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made.” We give You 

thanks for this world You have created. Empower us to be faithful stewards of Your creation. In the name of the 
Word, who became flesh 

C and dwelt among us. 
  
P “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.” We are grateful that You sent Your Son to shine in our lives darkened by sin, bringing forgiveness. 
Grant that we shine as lights in this dark world, always bearing witness to Christ. In the name of the Word, who 
became flesh 

C and dwelt among us. 
  
P “But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.” Have 

mercy on us as Your children. Bless with healing and restoration those who cry out to You for aid, [especially . . . 
names].  In the name of the Word, who became flesh 

C and dwelt among us. 
  
P “We have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” As we celebrate the 

birth of Your Son, we are thankful for Your glory that has been revealed in Him. In the name of the Word, who 
became flesh 

C and dwelt among us. Amen. 
 

955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003881 

 

SACRAMENT 
 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You 
have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love 
those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
961 Sanctus 
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Text: © 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003881 
Tune: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003881 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003881 
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Tune: © 2001 Paul D. Weber. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003881 

 

DISTRIBUTION: People located in places other than the sanctuary will communion when 
pastor comes to your location. 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 

The dismissal will be spoken after all have communed: 
 

Distribution Hymn 
 

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
937 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003881 

 
Benediction John 1:14 

P And the Word became flesh 
C and dwelt among us, 
P  and we have seen His glory, 
C glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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