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Trinity Lutheran Church 
March 22, 2020 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

 

Divine Service Setting Two              page 167 
915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 
 
1 Today Your mercy calls us 

    To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, 
    Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy 
    Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us 
    And make us clean today. 
 

2 Today Your gate is open, 
    And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome 
    And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, 
    A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, 
    A glorious crown in heav’n. 

 

 
 
3 Today our Father calls us; 

    His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessèd angels gather 
    Around the heav’nly gates. 
No question will be asked us 
    How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, 
    It is our Father’s home. 
 

4 O all-embracing Mercy, 
    O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without You 
    When heart and eye run o’er? 
When all things seem against us, 
    To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, 
    One ear will hear our prayer. 
Text: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Exhortation LSB 167 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
Confession of Sins LSB 167 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Absolution LSB 167 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
Kyrie LSB 168 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P    Together we pray. 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, 
You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:14–21 
14For a long time I have held my peace; 
 I have kept still and restrained myself; 
now I will cry out like a woman in labor; 
 I will gasp and pant. 
15I will lay waste mountains and hills, 
 and dry up all their vegetation; 
I will turn the rivers into islands, 
 and dry up the pools. 
16And I will lead the blind 
 in a way that they do not know, 
in paths that they have not known 
 I will guide them. 
I will turn the darkness before them into light, 
 the rough places into level ground. 
These are the things I do, 

 and I do not forsake them. 
17They are turned back and utterly put to shame, 
 who trust in carved idols, 
who say to metal images, 
 “You are our gods.” 
18Hear, you deaf, 
 and look, you blind, that you may see! 
19Who is blind but my servant, 
 or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 
Who is blind as my dedicated one, 
 or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20He sees many things, but does not observe them; 
 his ears are open, but he does not hear. 
21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, 
 to magnify his law and make it glorious. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle Ephesians 5:8–14 

8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found 
in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything 
is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O  sleeper,  
and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Alleluia and Verse (Lent) LSB 173 

C Return to the Lord, your God, 
for He is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 
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Holy Gospel John 9:1–41 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 
his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can 
work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made 
mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 
 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to him, “Then 
how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made 
the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put 
mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 
Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So they 
said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man 
who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His 
parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said these things because they 
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the 
synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that 
this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 
I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they reviled 
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and 
does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born 
blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you 
teach us?” And they cast him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He 
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking 
to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who 
do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to 
him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ 
your guilt remains.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Children's Message 
571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

1 God loved the world so that He gave 
His only Son the lost to save, 
That all who would in Him believe 
Should everlasting life receive. 
 

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 
Who was made flesh and suffered death; 
All then who trust in Him alone 
Are built on this chief cornerstone. 
 

3 God would not have the sinner die; 
His Son with saving grace is nigh; 
His Spirit in the Word declares 
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 

Forgives all sins which you have done; 
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 
Your Baptism grants the highest good. 
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5 If you are sick, if death is near, 
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

Text: Public domain 

Sermon     Theme: "Are We Blind Too?"   Text: John 9:1-41 
 

Stand 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
721 Lead Me, Guide Me 

ref Lead me, guide me, along the way; 
For if You lead me, I cannot stray. 
    Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 
1 I am weak and I need Thy strength and pow’r 

To help me over my weakest hour. 
    Help me through the darkness Thy face to 
see. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

2 Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, 
Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
    I am putting all my trust in Thee. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

 
3 I am lost if You take Your hand from me, 

I am blind without Thy light to see. 
    Lord, always let me Thy servant be. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

Text: © 1953 Doris M. Akers, admin. Chappell & Co. Used by permission: CPH 
Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

Stand 
Offertory LSB 176 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you.     C And also with you. 
              P    Lift up your hearts.      C We lift them to the Lord. 
           P    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a 
ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and 
truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 178 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

Pax Domini LSB 180 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

Distribution 
 

  556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
 

1 Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, 
    With exultation springing, 
And with united heart and voice 
    And holy rapture singing, 
Proclaim the wonders God has done, 
How His right arm the vict’ry won. 
    What price our ransom cost Him! 

 
2 Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; 

    Death brooded darkly o’er me. 
Sin was my torment night and day; 
    In sin my mother bore me. 
But daily deeper still I fell; 
My life became a living hell, 
    So firmly sin possessed me. 

 
3  My own good works all came to naught  
 No grace or merit gaining; 

Free will against God’s judgment 
fought, 
Dead to all good remaining. 
My fears increased till sheer despair 
Left only death to be my share; 
    The pangs of hell I suffered. 

 

4  But God had seen my wretched state 
    Before the world’s foundation, 
And mindful of His mercies great, 
    He planned for my salvation. 
He turned to me a father’s heart; 
He did not choose the easy part 
    But gave His dearest treasure. 

 
5 God said to His belovèd Son: 

    “It’s time to have compassion. 
Then go, bright jewel of My 
crown, 
    And bring to all salvation. 
From sin and sorrow set them free; 
Slay bitter death for them that they 
    May live with You forever.” 

 
6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 

    Was born of virgin mother; 
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 
    He came to be my brother. 
His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 
A servant’s form, like mine, He 
wore 
    To lead the devil captive. 

7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 
    I am your rock and castle. 
Your ransom I Myself will be; 
    For you I strive and wrestle. 
For I am yours, and you are Mine, 
And where I am you may remain; 
    The foe shall not divide us. 
 

8 “Though he will shed My precious 
blood, 
    Me of My life bereaving, 
All this I suffer for your good; 

    Be steadfast and believing. 
Life will from death the vict’ry 
win; 
My innocence shall bear your sin, 
    And you are blest forever. 

 
9 “Now to My Father I depart, 

    From earth to heav’n ascending, 
And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 
    The Holy Spirit sending; 
In trouble He will comfort you 
And teach you always to be true 
    And into truth shall guide you. 
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10 “What I on earth have done and taught 
    Guide all your life and teaching; 
So shall the kingdom’s work be 

wrought 
    And honored in your preaching. 
But watch lest foes with base alloy 

The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 
    This final word I leave you.” 

 
  

Stand 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 182 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 
Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
A light to reveal You to the nations 
and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Together let us pray. 
           C We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

573 Lord, ’Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee 
 
1 Lord, ’tis not that I did choose Thee; 

    That, I know, could never be; 
For this heart would still refuse Thee 
    Had Thy grace not chosen me. 
Thou hast from the sin that stained me 
    Washed and cleansed and set me free 
And unto this end ordained me, 
    That I ever live to Thee. 

 
2 It was grace in Christ that called me, 

    Taught my darkened heart and mind; 
Else the world had yet enthralled me, 
    To Thy heav’nly glories blind. 
Now I worship none above Thee; 

    For Thy grace alone I thirst, 
Knowing well that, if I love Thee, 
    Thou, O Lord, didst love me first. 

 
D 3 Praise the God of all creation; 

    Praise the Father’s boundless love. 
Praise the Lamb, our expiation, 
    Priest and King enthroned above. 
Praise the Spirit of salvation, 
    Him by whom our spirits live. 
Undivided adoration 
    To the great Jehovah give. 

Text: Public domain 
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