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OPENING HYMN: “From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come”  358  

 Verses 1-5, 7, 8, 15 

VERSICLES: 

P:  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

C:  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 

understood it. 

 

P:  On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 

dawned. 

C:  We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son 

who came from the Father. 

 

P:  For to us a Son is born, to us a Son is given. 

C:  In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

 

A SCRIPTURE READING          Isaiah 40:1-11 

 

P: “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.   

C: Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and proclaim to her that her 

hard service has been completed, that her sin has been 

paid for, that she has received from the LORD's hand 

double for all her sins.   

P: A voice of one calling:  

C: "In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make 

straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.  Every 

valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made 

low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged 

places a plain.  And the glory of the LORD will be 

revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the 

mouth of the LORD has spoken."   

P: A voice says, "Cry out." And I said, "What shall I cry?"  

C: "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the 

flowers of the field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the 

people are grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

but the word of our God stands forever." 
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P: You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high 

mountain. You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up 

your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the 

towns of Judah, "Here is your God!"   

C: See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm 

rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense 

accompanies him.  

P: He tends his flock like a shepherd: 

C: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to 

his heart; he gently leads those that have young. 

 

VERSICLES: 

 

P:  The night is dark. The stars are dim. The world is smothered 

in darkness. 

C:  There is the sound of sorrow in the world, the cries of 

anger down the street, the quiet of loneliness in some 

homes. 

 

P:  Yet there are words, words from God: I will save you. Glory 

will be yours. Your King, a righteous King above and beyond 

the defeats and triumphs of this world, will come and reign 

bringing truth and life. He will be the Light of the World. 

C: The King is coming, and we will follow Him. 

P:  Follow Him through suffering to salvation. 

 

A SCRIPTURE READING    Matthew 1:18-25  

P: Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  

C: When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 

before they came together she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 

P: And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 

put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he 

considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in a dream, saying,  

C: “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 

wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
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Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  

P: All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet: 

C: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, 

God with us).  

P: When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him:  

C: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth 

to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 

HYMN: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”                    368   

Refrains – everyone 

Verse one – Choir Ladies  Verse two – Choir Men   

Verse three – everyone   

 

P:  The true Light, which gives light to everyone, has come into 

the world. 

C:  The very Son of God is Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

 

P:  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and 

truth. 

C:  The virgin Mary’s firstborn son is Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

 

P:  To all who receive Him, who believe in His name, He gives 

power to become children of God. 

C:  The Savior, Christ is born. God is with us, Emmanuel! 

 

P:   The life He brings gives light to all people. 

C:  We have seen His glory, the glory of the Father’s only Son. 

 

P:  Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to God’s people on 

earth 

 

CHOIR: “O Holy Night”                  
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THE COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And with your spirit. 

P:  Together let us Pray.... 

 O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance 

of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ; Grant that as 

we joyfully receive Him for our Redeemer, so we may with 

sure confidence behold Him when He shall come to be our 

Judge, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

A SCRIPTURE READING  John 1:1-14 

P: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

C: He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 

through him, and without him was not anything made that 

was made. 

P: In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

C:   There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 

all might believe through him. He was not the light, but 

came to bear witness about the light. 

P:  The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into 

the world.  

C: He was in the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, 

and his own people did not receive him.  

P: But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, 

not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 

but of God. 

C: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

P:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
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C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON HYMN: “What Child is This, who laid to Rest?”   370  

  

SERMON “The Sparkle of Light” Text: John 1:4-5 

 

OFFERING 

                                     

PRAYERS: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 

    Thy kingdom come, 

    Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

    give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

VERSICLES: 

 

P:  This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaimed 

to you: that God is Light and in Him is no darkness at all. 

C:  If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in 

darkness, we lie, and do not live according to the truth. 

P:  But if we walk in the Light, as He is the Light, we have 

fellowship with one another... 

C:  And the Blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 

(Tip unlighted candles to receive flame from those already lit.) 

 

P:  Light from yonder manger streaming sends its rays over all the 

earth, drives the night of sin away, turning darkness into day. 
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HYMN: “Silent Night, Holy Night” 363  

 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child,  

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar,  

Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face  

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 (Please extinguish candles carefully) 

 

VERSICLES: 

P:  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord 

has risen upon you. 

C:  See, darkness covers the earth, and thick darkness is over 

the peoples. 

P:  But the Lord rises upon you and His glory appears over you. 

Nations will come to the light, and kings to the brightness of 

the dawn. 

 

BLESSING: 

P:  Go in peace and share the Good News--God's gift of life from 

a baby, the baby Jesus, our King.   

C:  Amen 

 

HYMN:  “Go Tell it on the Mountain”   388 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day Worship 10:00 a.m. 
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