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ALL THE WORLD WITH HIS FREE GRACE 

SUPPLYING 

When something is important, we attach a lofty word to it. So it 

is today. Christmas rejoices in the incarnation. That is of Latin 

origin, confessing that the Son of God is in the flesh. A chief mystery 

of the Christian faith, the eternal God takes on human flesh. 

How can this be? St. Augustine marveled at the incarnation in 

which the Creator of all things enters His creation, in which He 

enters a womb that He had formed. It transcends our minds, for God 

transcends our minds. 

Yet we confess the incarnation; we believe it; we rejoice in it, 

for we receive unending blessings from it. God in human flesh 

brings all God’s blessings to humans. Chief among them is His 

grace. John speaks of the incarnation, saying that the Word became 

flesh. And then he tells us the divine purpose for the incarnation. 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 

truth” (John 1:14). 

That gives words to our song: 

There they found the wonder child, in lowly swaddling clothes 

lying, 

Yet all the world with his free grace supplying. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN: “O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL”       379 

 

DIVINE SERVICE SETTING ONE 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                   PAGE 151 
 
KYRIE                                                                                     p. 152 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Angels from the Realms of Glory”    367 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY p. 152 

C Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-

begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the 

bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                          Isaiah 52:7–10 

P The Old Testament Reading for the Nativity of Our Lord is 

from Isaiah, chapter fifty-two. 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 

who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings 

good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who 

says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” The voice of your 

watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for 

joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, you waste places of 

Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted His people; 

He has redeemed Jerusalem.  The LORD has bared His 

holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the 

ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE                                                                   Hebrews 1:1–6 

P The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter one. 
 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to 

our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He has 

spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed the heir of 

all things, through whom also He created the world.  He is 

the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of 

His nature, and He upholds the universe by the word of His 

power. After making purification for sins, He sat down at 

the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 

much superior to angels as the name He has inherited is 

more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did 

God ever say, “You are My Son, today I have begotten 

You”? or again, “I will be to Him a father, 

and He shall be to Me a son”? And again, when He brings 

the firstborn into the world, He says, “Let all God’s angels 

worship Him.” 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

ALLELUIA                                                                          p. 156 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                         John 1:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things were made through Him, and without Him 

was not anything made that was made. In Him was life, and 

the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 

all might believe through him. He was not the light, but 

came to bear witness about the light. 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 

coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world 

was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. 

He came to His own, and His own people did not receive 

Him. But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His 

name, He gave the right to become children of God, who 

were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 

the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY         “The Quempas Carol” 

Quem pastores 

1.  He whom shepherds once came praising, 

Awed by heav’nly light ablazing, 

Cheered by angel news amazing: 

“King of glory, Christ is born!” 

 
Nunc angelorum          (Spoken) 

The glorious angels came today, 

Aglow with light into the night of darkness deep, 

To shepherds who by moon’s bright ray 

Did in the field o’er sheep their silent vigil keep. 

“Joy, great joy and tidings glad we bring from heav’n 

resounding, 

For you, for you and all the world abounding.” 
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2.  He whom sages, westward faring, 

Myrrh and gold and incense bearing, 

Humbly worshiped, off’rings sharing, 

Judah’s lion reigns this morn! 

 
“God’s majesty has come to earth                              (Spoken) 

And sent His only Son to you in humankind; 

A chosen virgin gave Him birth. 

In David’s town the holy infant you will find, 

Lying helpless in a manger, poor and bare and lowly, 

To set you free from all your sorrow wholly.” 

 
3.  Sing with Mary, virgin mother; 

Praise her Son, our newborn brother; 

Angel ranks, lead one another, 

Hailing Him in holy joy! 

 



6 

 

Then sang the angels this refrain:          (Spoken) 

“To God on high alone give praise and glory, 

And peace on earth again shall reign. 

Let all on earth with gladness heed this story 

And rejoice in His goodwill.” The Savior came in meekness 

For you, for you, to bear your flesh in weakness. 

 

4.  To our king, God ever reigning, 

Yet of Mary manhood gaining, 

Heav’nly gifts for us obtaining, 

Raise your hymns of homage high! 

 
The wond’ring shepherds said: “Behold!                     (Spoken) 

Let us now go with all good speed to Bethlehem 

To see this thing the Lord has told; 

The sheep are safe; He will indeed take care of them.” 

There they found the wonder child, in lowly swaddling clothes 

lying, 

Yet all the world with His free grace supplying. 
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