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Marriage is the public and lifelong union of one man and one woman as husband and wife in the closest fellowship of body and life.

Marriage was established by God Himself in paradise when He gave Eve to Adam as a helpmate.  It is God's purpose that husband and wife, because of their distinct gifts and abilities, should help each other in life and depend upon each other for comfort and support in all circumstances of life. It is furthermore God's purpose that husband and wife should establish a home and have children and bring them up in the fear and love of God.

God intended that marriage and the family should be one of humankind's greatest blessings on earth - a true foundation for human happiness and well-being.  A nation can be great and happy only when its people hold marriage sacred and see to it that the home and an orderly family  life are preserved.  Children that have no Christian home will hardly grow up to be children of God.

THE MARRIAGE VOW IS SACRED
When a Christian man and woman are to be married, they solemnly promise before God and in the presence of witnesses that they will belong only to each other as husband and wife, that they will love and honor each other as long as they live, and that they will be true to each other until God Himself parts them in death.

Living together prior to marriage is contrary to the teachings of the Bible and the Church.  In addition to being an offense to God, who Himself has instituted marriage and declares it to be good, it causes offense to other Christians and sets a poor example, especially for the young people of the Church.  Living together without the benefit of matrimony is a declaration that marriage vows are of no importance and that the couple is willing to intentionally disregard God’s own will for their security and happiness.  If a couple is living together and will not make arrangements to live separately until marriage, then a church wedding will be problematic.  Consultation with the pastor over this situation will be necessary.

Likewise, entering into marriage with the understanding that divorce is an option if the marriage does not work as planned is a dangerous mindset which severely damages the couples’ commitment to marriage even before the marriage takes place.  Divorce is an option in only the severest cases of marital trouble.  Divorce is seldom God-pleasing and is a tragic result of the sinful nature of all people.   Although American culture increasingly denigrates the solemnity and permanence of marriage vows, we as Christians can never do so.    

A civil marriage ceremony performed by a judge or justice of the peace is a lawful marriage, but Christians do not feel content to enter so holy a relation as marriage without a Word of God and prayer.  Therefore, they go to their church when they are to be married and exchange their vows before the altar in the presence of God and ask God for His blessing.  They will also wish to have their fellow Christians present on so sacred and happy an occasion.  If the wedding is not to be conducted at the church, proper consideration will still be made to the spiritual nature of the Christian wedding.  Although the pastor acts as an agent of the state in performing the marriage ceremony, his primary role is as the representative of God in order to proclaim God’s Word and ask God’s blessing upon the marriage.  

Couples are asked to attend worship as much as possible in the time leading up to the wedding.  A marriage cannot be strong without a solid spiritual foundation.  Hearing the Word of God together will strengthen the bond of love between man and woman and will provide a pattern to be followed throughout their life together.

GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF WEDDINGS 
I. Who may be married at Trinity Lutheran:

a. Members of the congregation or either the Bride or the Groom is a member of 




the congregation.
b. Others at special discretion of the board of elders and the pastor
II. Reserving a date:
a. As you look at dates and times for your wedding, the first thing you need to do is to meet with our pastor.  Only after meeting with him will the church be reserved.
b. Pastor will schedule a series of premarital classes with you.

c. Upon completion of these pre-marital classes, the pastor will let you know if he is able to officiate at your wedding. Therefore, it is desirable to schedule and complete this pre-martial classes as early as possible. 

d. A $200 wedding deposit to hold church and pastor for wedding date is payable when meeting with the pastor.  This would be refundable up to 90 days prior to date of wedding day. The deposit is to ensure clear communication that the church is not held for a wedding that has been moved to a different venue, and the church not notified of the change.  If cancellation of the service happens less than 90 days from the scheduled date of the wedding, the deposit is not refundable.
III. Preparation for wedding:
a. A $100 cleaning deposit is due one week prior to the wedding date.

 – refundable if all wedding decoration and wedding attire materials are removed from building on the day of the wedding.
b. A $50 non-refundable janitor fee is due one week prior to the wedding date.
c. A rehearsal, with the full wedding party, will be conducted by the pastor prior to the public wedding 
Ceremony, it will begin at the scheduled time!
d. The marriage license must be obtained and presented to the pastor prior to the wedding.  If there is no license, the wedding will not take place.
IV. Officiants at weddings:
a. Normally, the called pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church will officiate at weddings.
b. The pastor of Trinity Lutheran may, at the request of the couple, invite other Lutheran Church Missouri Synod clergy in good standing to participate in the wedding.  Visiting clergy from other Lutheran Synods who are in altar and pulpit fellowship with the Missouri Synod could also be asked to participate.
V. The Wedding Ceremony:
a. The pastor encourages the couple to assist him in planning and selecting certain aspects of the ceremony such as the readings, music, etc. However, as the wedding ceremony itself is part of a Christian service of worship, there are certain practices which would not be acceptable.  These include, but are not limited to:
1. Readings which are not from the Bible
2. Music not of a Christian character (i.e., Wagner’s Wedding March)
b. Couples often wish to write their own wedding vows; this is discouraged, as the results often detract from the holy nature of the wedding service and deviate from Scriptural principles; however, special vows may possibly be written in consultation with the pastor. 
c. Pre-service music, preludes, solos shall be in good taste and consistent with the theology and practice of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  Secular songs should be reserved for receptions and other non-service times.
d. Normally the use of the organ is the primary instrument for worship at Trinity. However, the piano or a keyboard might be used if the couple chooses not to use the organ.  Other instruments such as brass, string, reed, bagpipes etc. should be discussed with the pastor for their appropriate use in the worship service. 
e. Musical instruments used for the wedding ceremony might include the organ, piano, orchestral instruments, and guitar.  All other instruments must be discussed with the pastor and in consultation with the Board of Elders.

f. Normally, the congregation's organists and the pastor shall advise couples on the music.
g. Trinity Lutheran has organists who are available to play for weddings, but if the bride- and groom-to-be have a friend, relative, etc., whom they would like to suggest, they may feel free to do so. The pastor in consultation with the Board of Elders will make the final decision. 
VI. General decorum and conduct:
a. Participants in weddings shall join the pastor and people of Trinity Lutheran Church in conduct becoming to the House of the Lord. 
b. Responsibility for the arrangement and conduct of wedding ceremonies which glorify God and edify the Church rests with the pastor.
c. Care shall be taken that all accompanying wedding activities (dinners, receptions, dances, etc.) shall be of a nature that a Christian witness is given to all who attend.  
d. Photographers (recordings)  may take pictures at weddings according to the following stipulations: 
i. Pre-service photos must be completed no later than 45 minutes before the start of the ceremony.
ii. Aisle shots can be taken during the processional and recessional.
iii. Time-exposures shots or non-flash shots can be taken from the balcony during the ceremony.
iv. Post-service photos can be taken in the sanctuary. Upon request the pastor can try and recreate any part of the wedding ceremony for picture taking purposes.
v. No flash photos shall be allowed during the worship service and ceremony itself, either by professionals or by guests.  We kindly asked that you place this announcement in your service folder.
e. Florists, decorators, wedding coordinators and other personnel engaged for services to the bridal party and family shall be governed by guidelines cited above and by regulations governing the use of the property and buildings of Trinity Lutheran Church.
f. Unity Candle: If such a candle is used the couple must purchase and provide this item.

VII. Honoraria
a. Organist:  $200 is recommended. 
i. The organist will meet with you to select music and will be present at the rehearsal. 
ii. Please consider the number of pieces the organist is playing and the time it will take to practice. 

iii. If music needs to be purchased the cost should be covered by the wedding party, even though the organist will become the owner of the music

b. Soloist or instrumentalist:  at the discretion of the couple.
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