
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

† 6th Sunday of Easter † May 21/22, 2022† 

As We Gather… to worship together and thank God for Diane Backs, her 39 years in the teaching 

ministry, and her retirement. Mrs. Backs has served God as a teacher in Lutheran schools for 39 

years, 33 of those were at T-SJ. She has shared her love for Jesus and for music with many students 
and families. Mrs. Backs' favorite Bible verse is her confirmation verse, "Have I not commanded 

you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your 

God is with you wherever you go.” May God be glorified in all that Diane does, just as He has 

been glorified through her teaching and music ministry.  

Do you know Trinity's 

Mission Prayer? 

Heavenly Father, guide 

Your Family of Faith to: 

•Seek a deeper knowledge 
of God’s Word 

•Serve God and Others 

•Reach out with the 

Gospel and love of Jesus 

Christ 
All by the work of Your 

Holy Spirit.  AMEN 



Opening Hymn: 906 O Day of Rest and Gladness 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

Text (st. 3) and tune: © 1982 Charles P. Price; (st. 4): © 1985 The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 11000 1378 

The Proclamation 
Pastor: Christ is risen.  

People: He is risen indeed!   Alleluia! 

Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.       Matthew28:19b; [18:20]  
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

        [Hebrews 10:22] 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: Who made heaven and earth.          Psalm 124:8 

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord:, 

People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.          Psalm 32:5 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.    [John 20:19-23] 

People: Amen. 

Welcome  

in the name of Jesus! 

We’re so glad to have you 

join us to worship our Lord! 

If you are a guest with us for 

worship today, please 

introduce yourself to our 
pastor and please sign the 

registration pad in the pew  

and registration book at the 

back of church. 

 

Saturday Worship 

5:00 pm 

Sunday Bible Class:  

8:30 am 

Sunday Worship:  

9:30 am   

No Holy Communion  

on Weekends with the 

Fifth Sunday 

No Holy Communion  

Trinity Lutheran Church 

680 W.  Walnut Street 

Nashville, Illinois 
618-327-3311 
 

Pastor David Benning 

pastorb@tsjlutheran.org 

(C) 217-697-9567 
 

Ms. Cheryl Zapp, 

     Office Administrator 

trinitystjohn@gmail.com 

(C):  618-534-3686 

     for after office hours 
 

Mrs. Pat Smith, Janitor 

Policy Regarding 

 the Lord’s Supper 

When our Family of Faith 

celebrates the Lord’s Supper, 

we believe Jesus Christ gives 

us not only bread and wine but 

His very body and blood to eat 

and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins. Our Lord 

invites to His table the 

baptized who trust His words, 

repent of all sin, and forgive 

and love as He forgives and 

loves us. Those who eat and 

drink our Lord’s body and 

blood unworthily do so to their 

great harm. Any who are not 

yet instructed or who hold a 

confession of faith differing 

from that of the LCMS, are 

asked to please refrain from 

communing today. 

mailto:pastorb@tsjlutheran.org
mailto:trinitystjohn@gmail.com


Introit  Ps. 78:70–72; 79:13; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b
I am the good shepherd. 

I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the 

sheep. 

He chose David his servant and took him from the sheepfolds; 
from following the nursing ewes he brought him to shepherd Jacob 

his people, Israel his inheritance. 

With upright heart he shepherded them 

and guided them with his skillful hand. 

But we your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give thanks to you 
forever; 

from generation to generation we will recount your praise. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
I am the good shepherd. 

I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the 

sheep. 

Service of the Word 

Gloria Patria (Sung)       LSB 186 

 

 
 

Kyrie (Sung)    Mark 10:47          LSB 186 

 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung)  Luke 2:14; John 1:29             LSB 187 

 

Ushers, Elders 

Organists, Acolytes 
May Service Committees 

 

Saturday, May 21, 2022 

 5:00 pm Service  

Ushers:  

Matt Storey   Todd Cox 

Elder:  Tom Polczynski 

Organist:  Pinky Ahner   

Acolyte: Owen Diedrich 

 

Sunday, May 22, 2022  

  9:30 am  

Ushers:  

Kyle Mueller   Nick Harre 

Mark Frederking Jeff Harre   

Elder:  Devin Haertling 

Organist: Lois Bartling 

Acolyte: Emma Kurtz 

 

May Service Committees 

Altar Guild:  

Laurie Eubanks, Connie 

Kramper 

 

Flower Committee:  

Roxanne Brink 

 

Order of Service 

Divine Service 3 p. 184 

 

Hymns: 

906 ~ 790 ~ 797 ~ 803 ~ 

  811 ~ 922 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day   2 Timothy 4:22                       LSB # 189 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy Spirit. (Sung) 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, 

grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us 

each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Trinity-St. John 

 Lutheran School  

618-327-8156 

email: trinitystjohn@gmail.com 

website:  tsjlutheran.org 

 
Faculty and Staff 

Mrs. Amy Kurtz                             Principal/Math 

Rev. David Benning                        7th/8th Religion 

Rev. Tim Mueller                            5th/6th Religion 

Mrs. Dawn Mueller                     Pre-K & 4th Gr. 

Mrs. Dana Haertling                        Teacher Aide 

Mrs. Deb Guest                         Teacher Aide 

Mrs. Janice Lange                 Kindergarten/Music 

Mrs. Kim Fairbanks                          1st & 2nd Gr 

Mrs. Karen Stein                                        2nd Gr. 

The late Mrs. Deb Lange  IT Support & Yearbook 

Mrs. Diane Backs                  3rd & 4th Gr./Music  

Mrs. Tabatha Wesseln                          5th/6th Gr. 

Mrs. Jennifer Kozan                                   7th Gr. 

Mr. Shaun Renth                            8th Gr. & A.D. 

Ms. Cheryl Zapp                   Office Administrator 

Mrs. Amanda Kozuszek                Cook/Librarian 

Mrs. Michelle Boester                                Janitor 
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Old Testament Reading         2 Chronicles 20:1–30 

 

 Then Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem fell down before the Lord, worshiping the Lord. And the Levites, of the Kohathites and the 

Korahites, stood up to praise the Lord, the God of Israel, with a very loud voice. 
 And they rose early in the morning and went out into the wilderness of Tekoa. And when they went out, 
Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe in the Lord your God, and 
you will be established; believe his prophets, and you will succeed.” And when he had taken counsel with the 

people, he appointed those who were to sing to the Lord and praise him in holy attire, as they went before the 
army, and say, 
 
“Give thanks to the Lord, for his steadfast love endures forever.” 

 
And when they began to sing and praise, the Lord set an ambush against the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount 
Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they were routed. For the men of Ammon and Moab rose against the 

inhabitants of Mount Seir, devoting them to destruction, and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of 
Seir, they all helped to destroy one another. 
 When Judah came to the watchtower of the wilderness, they looked toward the horde, and behold, there 
were dead bodies lying on the ground; none had escaped. When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take their 

spoil, they found among them, in great numbers, goods, clothing, and precious things, which they took for 
themselves until they could carry no more. They were three days in taking the spoil, it was so much. On the 
fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Beracah, for there they blessed the Lord. Therefore the name of that 
place has been called the Valley of Beracah to this day. Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, 

and Jehoshaphat at their head, returning to Jerusalem with joy, for the Lord had made them rejoice over their 
enemies. They came to Jerusalem with harps and lyres and trumpets, to the house of the Lord. And the fear of 
God came on all the kingdoms of the countries when they heard that the Lord had fought against the enemies of 
Israel. So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all around. 

 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God 

 
Epistle  Revelation 21:9–14, 21–27 
 

9Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to me, 
saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.”10And he carried me away in the Spirit to a 
great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God,11having 
the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.12It had a great, high wall, 

with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of 
Israel were inscribed—13on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the 
west three gates.14And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb. . . . 

21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city 
was pure gold, transparent as glass. 

22And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.23And the city 

has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24By its 
light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,25and its gates will never be 
shut by day—and there will be no night there.26They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations.27But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those 

who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 
Holy Gospel John 16:23–33 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Sixteenth Chapter.  

 
 

23[Jesus said:] “In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father 
in my name, he will give it to you.24Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, 
that your joy may be full. 
25“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in 

figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not 
say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 27for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved 
me and have believed that I came from God.28I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now I 
am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 
29His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! 30Now we know that 
you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that you came from God.” 
31Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 32Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will 

be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33I 
have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take 
heart; I have overcome the world.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

 

 

Apostles Creed                     LSB 192 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell.  

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

 

Children’s Message: 
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Hymn of the Day:  790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

 

 
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon: “JOY and PEACE”  Pastor David Benning (5:00 pm Saturday) 
      “Give Thanks to the Lord”  Pastor Tim Mueller (9:30 am Sunday) 
 
 

 
 

Farewell and Godspeed to a Certified Church Worker Entering Retirement 

 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, Mrs. Diane Backs is retiring as Trinity-St. John’s Called Third Grade Teacher and 
Children’s Music Director. At this time of farewell and Godspeed, let us hear the Word of the Lord. 

 

P  I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,  always in every prayer of mine for you all making my  
      prayer with joy,  because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.  And I am sure of  
      this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  It is right  

      for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of  
     grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.  For God is my  
     witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
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Psalm                                                                                     (Psalm 37:5; 121:1-2, 90:1-2; Deuteronomy 28:3 Psalm 90:14;, 16-17) 

Commit your way to the LORD; 
 trust in him, and he will act. 
I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

 From where does my help come? 
My help comes from the LORD, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

 in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

 from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
Blessèd shall you be in the city, 
 and blessèd shall you be in the field. 
Blessèd shall you be when you come in, 

 and blessèd shall you be when you go out. 
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 
 that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Let your work be shown to your servants, 

 and your glorious power to their children. 
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, 
and establish the work of our hands upon us; 

 yes, establish the work of our hands! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P  Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks for all the blessings you have bestowed on this congregation     
      through the faithful service of Mrs. Diane Backs. Grant that her example of faithful devotion to Your Word  
      and loving service to others may, by your grace, be a blessing and encouragement to many.  In your mercy,  

      support and strengthen her in her retirement, and grant her Your peace and blessedness now and forever;  
      through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
      and forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

P   Go in peace and joy. The almighty and most merciful God, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, be  
       with you, and bless and strengthen you both now and forevermore. 

C   Amen. 

 

P   The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C    Amen. 
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Offertory (Sung) 797 Praise the Almighty 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Offering Prayer 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: Lord Jesus, You raised us from death to life by the power of 

Spirit given faith in Your death and resurrection. Use these 

offerings to raise people from death to life through Your living 

Spirit, here and throughout the world. Amen. 
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Prayers of the Church               2 Timothy 2:1-4] 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: Hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray . . .  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WE NOW PREPARE HEART & MIND TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Preface                  LSB 194 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy spirit. (Sung)   [2 Timothy 4:22] 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up unto to the Lord. (Sung) [2 Colossians 3:1] 

Pastor: Let us give thanks unto to the Lord 

People: It is meet and right so to do. (Sung)  [Psalm 136] 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord,… 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians11:23-25 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Prayers of the Church 
    We pray for our brothers 

& sisters in Christ; for 

their family members & 

friends: 

For family and friends of 

Mrs. Deb Lange, our 
teacher at T-SJ, who 
passed away on 

Wednesday, May, 18, 
2022. 

Members requesting 

prayers: 

Marla Boester 
Daryl Brammeier 

Neil Diedrich  

Dorothy Fox  

Lorna Graf  

Liam Hollowell  

Monica Irwin  

Mary Jackson  

Esther Kemnetz 

Barbara Mill 

Judy Morgan  

Lucille Nagel  

Betty Quirin  

Betty Reinkensmeier 

Dee Richardson 

Lyle Suedmeyer  

Larry Roger Thomas  

Melba Thompson  

Dennis Wernecke 

 

Extended family and friends  

requesting prayers: 
 

 

Richard Boerding 

Mark Dubberke 

Lynne Elliott 

Jan Endres 

Charlene Erlinger  

James McPherson 

Bowen Meyer 

Sarah Nattier  

Bill Patton 

Addison Povolish 

Susie Richmond 

Rev. Bill Sass 

Elise Spanos 

Dan Stoppenhagen 

Adeline Weyhrich 

Aaron Wietfeldt 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. John 20:19 

People: Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution Hymns    803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

                             
                

BAPTISMAL            

ANNIVERSARIES  

“He saved us through the 

washing of  rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit.” 

Titus 3:5 (NIV) 
05/22 Samantha Law 

 Marcus Hunter 

 Brayden Hunter 

 Savannah Downey 

 Austin Downey 

05/23 Terry Dinkelman 

 Carlie Madrid 

05/24 Stephanie Rennegarbe 

 Michael Spenner 

 Mackenna Wesseln 

05/25 Nolan Price 

05/26 Susan Harre 

 Christine Wiggers 

05/27 Jack Goostree 

05/28 Ruth May 

 Alyson Hardin 

 Braylin Storey 

 Emmalynn Harre 
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811 Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001378.  Tune: Public domain 

 

Post Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart in His peace. 

People: Amen. 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 
Flowers on the altar are placed there 

to the glory of God in loving 

memory of the 41st earthly birthday 

of Nicholas Rennegarbe that he 

celebrates in heaven on Saturday, 

May 21, 2022. 

-Jeff, Richelle, Erica, Braxton,  

Camille, Chyrisse and families 
 

“ I glorified you on earth, having 

accomplished the work that you gave 

me to do.”  John 17:4-5 (ESV) 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving     LSB 200 
Pastor: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

People: and His mercy endureth forever. (Sung) 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.         2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And with thy spirit. (Sung) 
Pastor: Bless we the Lord.          [Psalm 103:1] 

People: Thanks be to God. (Sung) 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace. Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen, Amen, Amen. (Sung) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDDING       

    ANNIVERSARIES:  

“However each of you must 

love his wife as he loves 
himself, and the wife must 

respect her husband.”– 

Eph.5:33 (NIV). 
 

05/22 Kelly & Joyce Sheridan 

05/23 Mike & Deb Spenner 
05/24 Dean & Angie Lisk 

05/28 Rick & Becki Silvey  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 14/15

SS & BC  

Attendance # people Offering

Church   Attendance    #  people Adult Bible Class 26 70.00$        
Saturday, 5:00 pm 48 Sunday School                          23 10.00$        

Sunday 9:30 am 126 Total 49 80.00$        

Total 174
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Closing Hymn: 922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001378 

Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Tithes & Offerings 
May 14/15

General Fund* 7,689.00$      

Mission Fund 84.00$           
Memorials ** 530.00$         

Totals 8,303.00$      

*General Funds needed per week                                  10,169.40$    

**Memorials:  Pat Seloover TLC $510.00  

Audio/Visual Fund $20
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Church News 
 

 
 

ANOTHER STEP TO RETURNING TO NORMAL:        

          Masks are now optional as you enter church 

and while you move about in the building, regardless 

of vaccination status. 

          Ushers will be handing out the bulletins and the 

Offering plates will be passed through the pews again. 

Please sign the pew registration pads also. 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION OPTIONS:  We now offer 

drive–by Holy Communion with individual cup only 

on Saturday evening services.  Holy Communion at 

the Communion Rail will be offered on Sundays with 

both Individual cup and Common cup available.     If 

you have any questions, please contact Matt 

Bierman at (618) 967-5522 or the church office at 

327-3311. 

 

DIAPERED WITH LOVE 

DISTRIBUTION:   

Saturday, May 28, 2022  

    from 11 am – 12 noon. 

 

 

 

NEW AUDIO SYSTEM:  Trinity is in the process of 

collecting funds to replace our audio system. So far, 

approximately $28,000 has been donated to the 

project, but approximately another $10,000 - $12,000 

is needed to complete the project. We will have a 

better idea of actual contributions needed when the 

sealed bids are submitted. Please consider making an 

extra donation above your normal church 

contribution to this project and mark it as such. If any 

families have memorial funds from their loved ones 

that have not been designated for a specific project, 

please consider using them for this project. 

 

Sunday School Teacher Needed:  We 

would appreciate it if we could get more 

teachers to join our staff.  By doing so, we 

would be able to teach the children more 

age appropriately by using materials 

suitable for their grade level.  If you would be 

interested, but don’t won’t to teach every Sunday, 

team teaching, or other options could be used.  If you 

are interested in helping, please contact one of our 

Sunday School Staff or the church office. 

 

 
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL I LEARNED:   

God the Holy Spirit helps me live as His child. 

The Holy spirit helps us show love for others by the 

kind things we do and say.  He helps us to forgive 

those who hurt us and to show love for them. 

 

LOVE PACKAGES:  Love Packages is an organization 

that will take your Christian literature and send it to 

missionaries in four countries. Bibles, tracts, books, 

paperbacks, magazines (not Guideposts) daily 

devotionals, reference books, commentaries, CD’s 

and DVD’s and Sunday School materials are all 

accepted. There is a box marked as Love Packages in 

the back of church waiting for your donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Vacation Bible School     
                          July 5-8    6:00—7:30 pm  

              Volunteers needed!   
                             If you would consider being a volunteer,                     

Please contact Andrea Harre 618-713-3165 or any 
Family Life Ministry Member Laura Carson, Denise 

Czajkowski, Erin Diedrich  Alyssa Lohmann and 
Shannon Provart  

         Early registration guarantees a t-shirt. 

 

tel:(618)%20713-3165
tel:(618)%20713-3165
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A NOTE ON COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION:  

Every Sunday the on duty Elder needs help with 

communion.  If another active Elder is not 

available, a previous Elder can help with 

communion distribution.  It was also decided a 

current member of Trinity Lutheran Church who 

has been approved at an Elder meeting may also 

help with communion if needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+++++++A LOOK AHEAD++++++++++ 

Sat. 05/21 

  5:00 pm  Divine Worship w/Holy Communion 

Sun. 05/22           

   8:00 am Lutheran Hour KSVI (91.5 FM) 

   8:30 am  Adult Bible Study & Sunday School 

   9:00 am Bible Study with Pastor Tim Mueller   

                                     Broadcast on WNSV 104.7fm 

  9:30 am  Divine Worship Retirement Service for  

                             Mrs. Diane Backs w/Holy Communion                                 

10:30 am          Worship Anew – (Station TCT:  

                                      Channel 377 on Direct TV;  

                                      Channel 18 on Cable;  

                                   Channel 27 Local Channel) 

12:30 & 5pm   Lutheran Hour KFUO (AM 850)   
Mon. 05/23        

 1:00 pm              Quilting 

Tues. 05/24 

Wed. 05/25 

Thurs. 05/26 

 Fri. 05/27  

Sat. 05/28 Friendship Weekend 

11:00am-Noon  Diapered With Love Distribution  

  5:00 pm  Divine Worship NO Holy Communion 

Sun. 05/29          Friendship Weekend 

   8:00 am Lutheran Hour KSVI (91.5 FM) 

   8:30 am  Adult Bible Study & Sunday School 

                               and 5th/6th Grade P.S. Confirmation 

   9:00 am Bible Study with Pastor Tim Mueller   

                                     Broadcast on WNSV 104.7fm 

  9:30 am  Divine Worship NO Holy Communion                                 

10:30 am          Worship Anew – (Station TCT:  

                                      Channel 377 on Direct TV;  

                                      Channel 18 on Cable;  

                                   Channel 27 Local Channel) 

12:30 & 5pm   Lutheran Hour KFUO (AM 850) 
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T-SJ News  

 
 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR MRS. DEB LANGE:  Mrs. Deb Lange entered her heavenly 
home on Wednesday, May 18, 2022. Tentatively, public visitation will be on Monday, May 23, 2022 at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church from 4:00 to 8:00 pm; and a Christian funeral would be at 10:00 am on 
Tuesday, May 24, 2022 at St. John’s Lutheran Church in New Minden. 

 
 
 
 

Tuesdays at T-SJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesdays at T-SJ 

Join us on the T-SJ playground  
each Tuesday in June and July  

from 9:30a.m.- 10:30a.m. 
 for a playdate.  

We will have a craft, a snack,  
and time to play with our friends!  

Invite your friends!  

TSJ CALENDAR 
 

Sat. May 21   
LSA State Track Meet  

SID Lutheran Track Meet 9:00 am 
Worship: Trinity 5:00  – St. John’s 6:30 

Sun. May 22  
Worship: Trinity 9:30 Mrs. Backs 

Retirement Service 
Worship @ St. John’s 10:00   

LSA State Track Meet 
Sat. June 18 

Mrs. Kurtz in Dunking Booth at Free 
Carnival 

Monday, June 20:  
Orders begin for Cusumano Produce Box 

Cross over Hoops Basketball Camp  
Gr. 3-5 @ 3:00 pm    Gr. 6-8  @ 5:45 pm 

Sat. June 25: 
2nd Annual Warrior Golf Scramble 11:00  

Sun. June 26 
TSJ Joint Worship service at St. John’s New 

Minden 10 am  
No Sunday worship Service at Trinity  

Thurs. June 30 
Cusumano Produce Box Pick Up 8-10 am  

Tuesday- Friday July 5-8  
Vacation Bible School  6:- 7:30 pm  

@ Trinity 
Tues. August 2 

Forms and Fees Day 8 am -8 pm  
PreK and Kindergarten Parents Meetings 

 6 pm and 7 pm 
August 7 

Back to School Opening Worship 3:00 pm 
August 8 

Gr. 1-8 Parents Meetings 6 pm and 7 pm  
Wed. August 10 

First Full day of School  
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2nd    Annual  
 

  T-SJ Warrior Scramble 
ALL AGES WELCOME! 

Only licensed drivers may drive the golf cart 

 

Saturday, June 25, 2022   11:00 am Shot Gun Start 
Nashville Municipal Golf Course 

18 holes      3-person teams    $240 per team 
(Includes  18-holes Green Fees, Cart, Skins, Mulligans, Lunch, Snacks, and Non- alcoholic Beverages) 

 

Hole Sponsors $50.00 Other Sponsorships Available 

$10,000 Hole-In-One Contest 
Join us for lunch under the pavilion if you can’t join us for golf  $10.00 per person 

 

Proceeds benefit Trinity-St. John Lutheran School Scholarship Fund. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
    
 
 

Return this bottom portion with payment:  
                           Mail to or Drop off: Trinity-St. John Lutheran School    
                               680 W. Walnut St. Nashville, IL  62263  618-327-8561    
                     Checks payable to: TSJ  Lutheran School    

 

2nd Annual Trinity-St. John Lutheran School Warrior Scramble 

 
 

1st Team Member & Phone:__________________________________________         
 
2nd Team Member & Phone:_________________________________________        
 

3rd Team Member & Phone:_________________________________________ 
 
 
Number of people for Lunch Only:  ___________________________________ 

 
 
Payment type________      Amount   ___________     Date Received _____ 
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Tee Off Information: 

 
All golfers receive a “goodie bag.”                          Skins and other contests! 
 
                                                                              The Scramble is limited to 18  
Cash Prizes awarded to the first,                            teams, so register soon! 
    second and third place teams. 
                                                                             Check in begins at 10:00 am 
Prizes are awarded for the 
   longest drive, closest to the                               Lunch will be under the pavilion.  
  pin, and longest putt contests.                           
 
         Every golfer takes a shot at the Hole-in-One. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                               

                         

 

These sponsorship opportunities are available: 

You and/or your business can gain exposure while helping the ministry of Trinity-St. John 
Lutheran School. 

Event Sponsor:  $500 
Your name or company will be featured as an event sponsor, listed on publicity materials, 
hole sponsor sign and includes lunch for 4 non-golfers.  
Business Sponsor:  $350 

This includes golf and dinner for a three-person team and your name or company listed as a 
sponsor on the hole sponsor sign. 
Hole Sponsor: $50 

Your name or company will be listed as a sponsor on the hole signs. 

Cart Sponsor: $300 Received Sponsor 
Your company name and logo will appear exclusively on every golf cart and will be listed as 
sponsor. Limited to one sponsor. 

Hole-in-One Sponsor: $250 

Your company will be the exclusive sponsor on the hole selected for the Hole-in-One 
Contest. Limited to one sponsor. 
Lunch Sponsor $300 

Limited to three sponsors. Received One sponsor, Open for Two more. 
Beverage Cart Sponsor $250  Received Sponsor 
Limited to one sponsor 

Prize Sponsor:  $300 

Limited to two sponsors. 
Player Thank You Bag Sponsor:  $300 Limited to one sponsor. 
Special sponsors will be verbally announced at the event and on a hole sponsor sign. 
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                           AREA NEWS 
 
 

MOBILE FOOD MARKET: 3rd Tuesday of every month 9 am. Next Distribution date 

is June 21st  at the Washington County Fairgrounds Commercial Building, 810 E. 

Holzhauer Drive, Nashville. Items included are fresh produce, dairy and other foods.  

Supplies are limited and not guaranteed.  These distributions are open to public and 

not restricted by house size or income. This is a walk-through, not a drive-through event; please bring your own containers or 

bags for the food. This is provided by Illinois Extension, St. Louis Area Food Bank and the NCHS FFA Chapter. 

 

VBS AT ST. JOHN”S NEW MINDEN:  St. John's, New Minden is hosting "Barnyard Roundup" Vacation Bible 
School June 6-10 from 5:30-8:00pm for children ages 3 years old - grade 5 (based on grade they are entering in 
the fall). VBS will start and end in the church, and Friday evening will be a closing service and meal for the 
children plus their families. Please register at: www.vbsmate.com/stjohnsnewminden. Contact Jessica Spenner 
with questions at 618-214-8295.  
 
CORLHS ANNUAL AUCTION:  CORLHS will be having their annual Auction on October 22, 2022. This event will be in-person 

this year!  Phyllis Pick, Kathy Dinkelman, and Sue Maschhoff have volunteered to help collect items for the auction. Start 

thinking now of items you would be willing to donated to help continue our mission of Lutheran education.  Thank you 

everyone! 

 

FULL-TIME SCHOOL SECRETARY POSITION AT CHRIST OUR ROCK:  Christ Our Rock is looking for a full-time 

School Secretary. Interested parties should send resumes to Mr. Don Duensing, Christ Our Rock Lutheran High 

School, 9545 Shattuc Road, Centralia, IL 62801, 226-3315, dduensing@corlhs.org or call the school for additional 

information. 

  

PART-TIME MUSIC POSITION AT CHRIST OUR ROCK:  Christ Our Rock is looking for a part-time Music Instructor. 

Interested parties should send resumes to Mr. Don Duensing, Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School, 9545 Shattuc 

Road, Centralia, IL 62801, 226-3315, dduensing@corlhs.org or call the school office for additional information. 

  

CORLHS GRADUATION:  On Sunday, May 29 at 4:00 pm. CORLHS will celebrate its 16th graduating class. The gym is 

air conditioned and will have seating in chairs on the gym floor and additional seating available in the bleachers. 

Seniors will have graduation gift bags by the entryway for anyone wishing to give a senior a graduation card or 

note.  

Senior Class members include Emily Arnold, Hannah Barrall, Madeline Becker, Jensen Boatright, Logan Brink, 

Shia Bullard, Krista Carter, Anna Childress, Emily Dice, Jordynn Duensing, Eliza Engelhardt, Kylie Eversgerd, Bryanna 

French, Kara Guetersloh, Kayla Hanenberger, Drew Jackson, Logan Johnston, Keaton Langenhorst, Emeline Rincker, 

Isabella Spittler, Braydon Such, Jayden Swickard, Hayden Torrence, Joshua Winters, and Myles Wolford. 

The 25 members of the Class of 2022 featured six Illinois State Scholars and was offered $3,671,214 in 

scholarships so far. For additional Class of 2022 information, visit CORLHS’s Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vbsmate.com/stjohnsnewminden
mailto:dduensing@corlhs.org
mailto:dduensing@corlhs.org
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Going “Backs” in my Memory… 

 

Students past and present share their favorite memories of Mrs. Backs. 
  

I remember (and love) how you would read stories to the kids during Family Reading night. Reagan Maurer, 
2nd grade 
 
I had so much fun singing this year especially "Squeaky Clean" & "Gimme a book" , and also playing "The 
Cookie Jar". Adrianna Schomaker, 2nd grade 

 
Thank you for teaching me. One of my favorite things you taught me was cursive. Ella Lange, 3rd 
grade 
 
I love it when you take us out to recess. The best thing you did with us is our research paper.  Abhi 
Patel, 3rd grade 
 
I like you because you're so nice and because you teach me about God also because you are the 
best teacher ever. Love, Jayleigh Cooley, 3rd grade 
 
I am so happy that you got to be my teacher. My favorite thing you taught me was states and capitals. 
from Elianah Zimmerman, 3rd grade 

 
Thank you for teaching me division and multiplication. Also thank you for helping me on my barn quilt.  
 
Thank you for being a great 3rd grade teacher. From Stella Leffner, 3rd grade 
 
Thanks for teaching me states and their capitals. Travis Schnitker, 3rd grade   
 
I really like that you taught us how to do stuff like this ¼ and how to write in cursive. Reed Rincker, 
3rd grade   
 
My favorite thing we did this year was art. Mrs. Backs, without you I would have struggled on math 
this whole year, so I am thankful that you were here! from Breanna Dial, 3rd grade 
 
Let the love and grace of God into you. Thank you for all you taught me about all of the apostles. 
From Ivan Waldman, 3rd grade 
 
Dear Mrs. Backs, thank you for teaching us. My favorite thing we learned how to do was make barn 
quilts. From Evelyn Diedrich, 4th grade 

 
When we did the endangered animals, it was fun to learn about the different types of animals. By 
Raven Kirgan, 4th grade 
 
Thank you for teaching me my states and capitals. Thanks for getting us to recess on time. Your 
student, Levi Kellerman, 4th grade 
 
I loved working on religion and learning about Jesus and God with you. To Mrs. Backs, From Bristal 
Tudor, 4th grade 
 
Thank you for teaching me about the states and the states past. I liked when you read religion to us. 
I’m glad you’re my teacher. Aiden Wade, 4th grade 
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What I liked best about 3rd grade was watching the movie Gus. Thanks for teaching me about the 
state capitals and abbreviations. Corbin Schomaker, 4th grade 
 
My favorite memory was an intense game of tennis in Mrs. Backs' room. Brantley Rulevish, 4th grade 
 

You always said I was polite to you and you are the only reason I know multiplication. If you didn't 
teach me I wouldn't have passed 4th grade math, 3rd grade math, 5th grade, or all the grades of math 
that I will go through. Thank you.VERY MUCH. Spencer Dunn, 5th grade 

I remember doing the thing with our names and saying what our names mean. Taylor Whipple, 5th 
grade 

I remember struggling with learning how to round , (probably I was not paying attention  in class) but 
Mrs. Backs showed me how, even if I was just having that confused feeling with her necklace hanging 
over my head, now I feel like a pro rounder. Aspen Fark, 5th grade   

 

 

 

I remember when you let us play  
charades at the  
Christmas party  
and it was very fun.  

James Schomaker, 5th grade  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I remember the struggle with learning new songs, but Mrs. Backs always made sure we did. She was 
always a nice teacher, but still disciplined us when we did wrong. She always tried to make class fun. 
Through the struggles from music to any other class, Mrs. Backs has always been there for us. Josey 
Schuessler, 5th grade   

I’ll always remember learning my multiplication. Grady Meinert, 5th grade 

Thank you for being My Music teacher this School year. Thank you for teaching us 

about Drums. Olivia Benning, 5th grade 

You were a good Social Studies teacher. I always liked the art projects that we did. I had a lot of fun 
when you gave us extra recess. Tyler Lilienkamp, 5th grade 
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I will always remember the Off The Shelf play, and how fun it was! Harison Engele, 5th grade  

 

You always liked my drawings of trees, you helped me to b00st my confidence in 

my art. Thank you, Jayden Cooley, 5th grade   

You are one of the reasons that I love to sing! Dayton Wesseln, 5th grade 

I’ll always remember my multiplication. Ethan Wilderman, 6th grade  

I remember the fun religion classes!! Celeste McDonald, 6th grade 

I  will always remember you playing the piano. Steven Faught, 6th grade 

I like the play we did. Trace Kirgan, 6th grade 

I remember struggling learning the distributive property and she helped me learn it. Estes Bochantin, 6th 
grade  

I Liked learning about the Organ. Elijah Zimmerman, 7th grade                 

I liked having cool cash in your class. Bennett Pinski, 7th grade 

I learned my multiplication that year. Brock Schuessler, 7th grade 

I liked when we learned about chocolate and tasted the ingredients. Palmer Renken, 7th grade 

I like bringing Tacos in for show & tell. Marley Meinert, 7th grade 

I liked it when I brought my dog to school for show & tell. Ava Witte, 7th grade 

I liked when we learned about the piano. Sam Blumhorst, 7th grade 

I liked it when I  brought my cat for show and tell. Samantha Brinkmann, 7th grade 

I liked when we did show & tell. Summer Brinkmann, 7th grade 

I liked when we would pick songs during Christmas. Owen Diedrich, 7th grade 

I liked when we did the endangered animals thing. Jenna Kujawa, 7th grade 

I enjoyed singing in music class, and learning about the piano. Anderson Engele, 7th grade 

I liked that one time for a 4-H project Mrs. Backs gave me flowers for my dried flower  

                     arrangements. Lexy Spratt, 7th grade 

I liked it when we learned about the organ. Gage Giacamo, 7th grade 

I remember when we learned the states and their capitals. Jess Roesener, 7th grade 

I liked when we did the endangered animals project. Emma Kurtz, 7th grade 

 

My favorite memory from Mrs. Backs are all the fun times we had singing together. Whether it was in music 
class or if it was practicing to sing for a solo contest. I am very thankful that she helped me develop my singing 
skills. Even if she was busy she always found time to practice my singing with me. Mackenna Wesseln, 8th 
grade 
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Mrs. Backs would let me and a friend stay inside at recess and draw on the white board. I also liked when our 
class named her jewelry! Jackson Maurer, 8th grade 
 
From T-SJ Alumni:  

     I found these pics of Diane with 
Zach back in 2014 during his BMT. 
Diane and Curt drove all the way to 

Minneapolis to visit us as Zach was 
“in her class” during that year. They 
delivered Basket of Hope to Zach 
as well as to me. Unfortunately, as 
you can see from the pics, it was 

during a very tough time for Zach, 
so he wasn’t a great “host”. But as 
typical Mrs. Backs she kept her 
smile and positive outlook with him. 
I think they drove 11 hours to 

spend maybe an hour with us since 
it was such a difficult time for Zach. 
They were both such a support to 
us, especially at that time. Both 
Diane and Curt will always hold a 

special place in my heart.  
     This was the Last day of School, 
(photo below) which was also 
Zach’s first day of physical 

attendance in 3rd grade.  Diane 
was so excited that he was able to attend one day in her class. All year she had a bear sitting in Zach’s chair at 
his desk. She did so much to keep him “included” in her daily class.  
          Anyway, she had this special certificate for Zach at the awards ceremony. It meant a lot to Zach, and 
meant the world to me.  
         Just another example of her love for her “kids” and their families.  Becky Brinkmann  
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I was in the class the year she had Katie. I remember she came to school to get all her sub plans ready 
and later had Katie that night. She never ever skipped a beat. She has dedicated her life to teaching her 
students, and helping them grow in their faith. I don’t know T-SJ without Mrs. Backs there. There must be 

a fountain  of youth hidden in that school because she hasn’t aged from when I had her as a teacher. 
She will always be like family to me. I am so happy she is retiring. Mrs. Backs deserves nothing but the 
best. Lindsey Langenfeld 
 
 
Besides all the time we spent in choir with Mrs. Backs, both before 3rd grade and after, one memory 
stands out. One day during spelling, I started feeling sick. Like it or not, I was going to barf. Although Mrs. 
Backs had told us, "If you feel sick, just get up and go" I raised my hand. Unfortunately, at the same time, 
Hope, the girl in front of me raised her hand. All I could think was, "don't call on Hope, don't call on Hope." 
Guess what, Mrs. Backs called on Hope who said, "Mrs. Backs, Jacob looks sick." I was like it was my 
cue. I puked all over my spelling book, all over my desk, but I think Hope was spared the deluge. Dad 
came and picked me up and thought it was hilarious--spelling was my worst subject. Rev. Jacob Mueller 
Once in music class (I don't remember the grade or song) I thought the descant part sounded cooler than 
the main melody and I asked her if I could sing that too. Even though I didn't follow through with it, I 
appreciate that she took my request seriously. Daniel Mueller 
 
I remember Mrs. Backs always being supportive and trying to make class as fun as possible. I had her for 
third and fourth grade. She instilled in me a love for music that continues to this day. Lukas Mueller 

 
 
So, I still say the same prayer every night that I learned in her class.  No joke.  "Jesus Savior, wash away all that 

has been wrong today, help me every day to be good and gentle more like thee."  It's etched deep in there.  

That's like 26+? years of saying that prayer.   I also remember when she formed BASIC Praise.  All the 
memories are fuzzy, but those are the ones that stuck out the most. - Allie Haertling Gibbs, 3rd grade class of 
1995-96 

 
In third grade I had a rough run-in with the flu.  I was out of school for at least a week.  That meant A 
LOT of makeup work.  Mrs. Backs was very patient with me in completing that work. One night I was 
finishing up a long division worksheet and I called Mrs. Backs at home for help.  She sounded 
surprised that I had called, but walked me through what I needed to do on the worksheet.  The next 
morning, she asked, "Paul do you usually work on homework at 10:30 at night?" To this day I have no 
idea why mom and dad let me stay up so late on a school night. 
       Mrs. Backs was always encouraging me to take part in the musicals.  From being cast as "Father 
Bunny" in 2nd grade to putting up with my ridiculous British accent as "The Snobby Golfer,"  I found a 
constant support and patience from Mrs. Backs.  That was way more than I deserved as a boy who 
didn't want to sing.  Today I get to put those directing skills to use when my students do a skit.  
                                                                                                                                       -Paul Mueller  
 

I've long been involved in vocal music and she is the one that started it all. Mrs. Backs gave me a solo in church 
called "Shine, Jesus, Shine" and it changed my life forever. I went on to perform for the rest of my life, getting 
involved in musical theater, gaining a singing scholarship, and singing at countless weddings and church 
services. She truly shaped that part of my life.                                                                                   -Dan Frederking  

From the 3rd grade class of 1998-1999: 

She called them Skadiddles instead of Skittles! And I remember the goblins we thought we 
saw when she'd send us in the church basement to set up chairs for chorus. -Nick Harre 

 
I remember handwriting in there. Mine was terrible. It's better now and I think about 
writing in her class a lot still. -Jordan Davis 
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Third grade, I remember as being when school was a lot more focused on learning specifics 
and we had to actually work. I remember memorizing all the multiplication charts. I also 
remember how one day we all got to make something in groups...I was in a group that 
made the dirt pie stuff with gummy worms in it...I think in the moments I was terrified of 
her because she was stricter, but looking back she was a great teacher who really cared 

that we were learning and loved us all dearly. -Lanie (Haertling) Smith 

 
I absolutely loved music class. Even as a young child, I could tell that Mrs. Backs worked 
incredibly hard to find ways to make music fun and interesting. I still remember many of 
the songs that we would sing, and I still remember all of the multiplication tricks that she 

taught us in the classroom. She made learning those dreaded math facts much more fun! -
Jessica Spenner 

 
 

Wow, what an  awesome accomplishment! I wish you well on your retirement! Thanks for 
being a great teacher and role model.  Megan Snead Toomey,  TSJ 3rd grade 1993-1994 

 

 

 

From fellow teachers past and present: 

 

I don't have a specific memory that sticks out to me, but Diane could be the most organized person I 
have ever met in my life.  She knows down to the minute what is going on day in and day out.  If you 
have a question about anything that has gone on in the past, there is a good chance that Diane will 
have it in a file somewhere.  She is an amazing person.  I will miss our talks.  Enjoy your retirement 
Diane.   Shaun Renth  
 
Diane, 
Our music program has had its ups and downs, but I ALWAYS enjoyed working with you! You put so 
much heart into all that you do. God's blessings in this new chapter of your life. Janice Lange 
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Just six short years of memories: a spare poncho for rainy carline days, getting a handle on your 
classroom when the door handle was falling off, musicals, bucket drumming, and so much more. One 
of my favorite memories is when you laid down in the tent and pretended to sleep after our first 
Family Reading Night. We were at school late and it was pajama day, so it was all very fitting! Your 
passion for serving God and others shines through in all that you do! Amy Kurtz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So many memories…field trips, Frankenmuth, fire alarms in the middle of the night, all wrapped up in 
friendship and faith.  Love you, my friend!  Laurie Eubanks  
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From parents and coworkers: 
Mrs. Backs invited my son, (and her student at the time) Kenny to her house on Easter Saturday to dye Easter 

Eggs. Who wants a student, a very active student, in her home on Easter Break? Apparently Mrs. Backs did. 
That was when I had recently become a single mother I so appreciated the much-needed time I was granted to 
run some errands. Kenny had pneumonia when he was in the 3rd grade. He attended school for ½ day the first 
Monday in December and was not able to return until the afternoon of the Christmas party. He missed the 
whole month of December! Mrs. Backs was so very kind and helpful to him  as he completed his schoolwork. It 

was a month’s worth of schooling!  He was able to make it up, but only with her constant dedication.   
        When I became “Miss Cheryl”,  Mrs. Backs was a true help. She is so organized that it made my workload 
so much smoother and easier.  She has given me names of pastors to call when we need to have a guest 
pastor come in to officiate services. When a student’s backpack was soaked by dog urine, Mrs. Backs 
searched high and low within the school to be able to help that student receive a clean backpack (the math 

book  inside did not survive the soaking either). Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all you have done 
for T-SJ, all the students and me!   God bless you in your future.                                 -Miss Cheryl 
 

 
 
As a parent, I knew that my kids would come out of Mrs. Backs' third grade knowing their 
multiplication facts, capitals of the 50 states, and do their schoolwork in beautiful cursive every day. 
They would learn how to study with flashcards they made themselves. If they would retain even a little 
bit of the organizational skills she taught, they would be successful in life. What a blessing that she 
made use of the piano in her room to accompany the songs they sang in daily devotions, instilling in 
them the love for praising the Lord in song! 

Years later, I cherished her as an experienced co-worker who was always ready to help. She 
made us all look great by producing excellent school programs of song and drama. She led our 
students in service by the toy drive and volunteer projects for Basket of Hope. She diligently searched 
for meaningful songs that would stay in our kids’ hearts, patiently helping them memorize them. I 
praise God that I was able to serve with Diane as a teacher at T-SJ. She is a dear sister in 
Christ!                                                                                                        -Dawn Mueller  
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