
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day  



AS WE GATHER 

“In Him was life” (John 1:4). If you have ever had the opportunity to witness the birth 

of a child, it’s difficult to not be in awe of a new life entering the world. A newborn baby 

is full of life! Yet the Christ Child born that first Christmas is full of life in an even greater 

way. This child, the Word made flesh, is born, lives, dies, and rises to give life to the world. 

“In Him was life.” In Jesus is life for Mary, life for Joseph, life for the shepherds, life for 

those in Bethlehem, life for the Jews, life for the Gentiles, life for all, life for you. This 

Christmas, when you see the babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger, 

rejoice that “in Him was life”! 

+ PREPARATION + 
OPENING HYMN:  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   LSB # 379 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES John 1:14 

Pastor: And the Word became flesh 

People: and dwelt among us, 

Pastor: and we have seen His glory, 

People: glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came to His own, 

and His own people did not receive Him. John 1:9–13 

 As we gather together this Christmas, let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

Pastor: But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become 

children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 

man, but of God. 

 

Because of the Savior who is the Word made flesh and dwelt among us, I, by virtue of my 

office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

+ WORD + 

ENTRANCE HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB # 368 

 



 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh 

may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52:7–10 

 

Pastor: The Old Testament Reading for the Nativity of Our Lord is from Isaiah, 

chapter fifty-two. 
 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him who brings good 

news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good 

news of happiness, 

who publishes salvation, 

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

8 The voice of your watchmen—they lift 

up their voice; 

together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 

the return of the Lord to Zion. 
9 Break forth together into singing, 

you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the Lord has comforted His people; 



He has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The Lord has bared His holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

the salvation of our God. 

 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Hebrews 1:1–6 
Pastor: The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter one. 
1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 

but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed the heir of all 

things, through whom also He created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God 

and the exact imprint of His nature, and He upholds the universe by the word of His 

power. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name He has inherited is 

more excellent than theirs. 
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are My Son, today I have begotten You”? 

Or again, “I will be to Him a father, and He shall be to Me a son”? 
6 And again, when He brings the firstborn into the world, He says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship Him.” 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

VERSE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”    LSB # 393 

 

 

 



 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:1–14 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 

He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without 

Him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light 

of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but 

came to bear witness about the light. 
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 

the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. 11 He 

came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. 12 But to all who did receive 

Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God, 13 who 

were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as 

of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SECOND ARTICLE OF THE CREED 

(With explanation from Luther’s Small Catechism) 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 

eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who 

has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 

from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold 



or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent 

suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His 

kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all 

eternity. This is most certainly true. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  LSB # 359 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON Jesus, the Firstfruit of Jesse’s Tree   Pastor David Benning 
 

GIVING OPTIONS: 

There are several ways to give. One is the offering box placed at the back of church.  The 

Second is the VANCO Mobile app, which can be downloaded from your phone’s app 

store.  Our E-Giving platform can also be accessed from our website by clicking on the 

E-GIVING tab at the top of the page. 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 

People: Our Father who art in heaven,     hallowed be Thy name,     Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

+ SACRAMENT + 

PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord……… 
 

SANCTUS: O Sing of Christ LSB # 362 stanza3 

 

Policy Regarding the Lord Supper 

Today our Family of Faith will celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  We believe Jesus Christ 

gives us not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins. Our Lord invites to His table the baptized who trust His words, repent 

of all sin, and forgive and love as He forgives and loves us. Those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm. Any who are not yet 

instructed or who hold a confession of faith differing from that of The LCMS, are asked 

to please refrain from communing today. 



 

 

 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001382 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive Him who is born that by His death He should win for all the world 

free grace supplying and who comes to us with His body and blood under bread and wine. 

Strengthen us by Your Spirit that we faithfully receive Christ’s body and blood that we may 

live by Your Word, bringing glory to Your name. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians11:23-25 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.    John 20:19 

People: Amen. 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. (Revelation 22:20) 

 

 



AGNUS DEI  O Sing of Christ LSB # 362, stanza 2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001382 
Tune: Public domain 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

“A Great and Mighty Wonder”  (LSB 383) 

 

 

 



 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”  LSB #386 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: Heavenly Father, You have sent Your Son into the flesh, all the world 

free grace supplying. Receive our thanks for Your grace given to us with 

His body and blood. Grant us Your Spirit that we may live by Your grace 

in faith toward You and in love toward others, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 



BENEDICTION FOR CHRISTMAS: 
Pastor: Behold the Child! Jesus Christ, the Savior, is born. In this Child, we are all made children of 

God. May the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you now and forever. 

 

People: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

HYMN   “Go Tell It on the Mountain”   LSB # 388 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Go in peace and joy. Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year. 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Day (Communion)  12/25/21  10:00am 

No Saturday Night Church 

Sunday Morning (Communion)  12/26/21  9:30am 

New Year’s Eve (Communion)  12/31/21  6:30pm 

No morning/evening Services New Year’s Day 


