
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve 
Sunday School Program 

6:30pm December 24, 2021 
  



The Jesse Tree is a way of preparing for Advent by journeying through the stories on 

Jesus’s family tree. Each day of Advent a Bible story is read about someone belonging to 

Jesus’s family tree.  In addition to a bible story being read an ornament symbolizing the 

story is hung on a small Christmas tree set aside to be the Jesse Tree.  As the tree is 

decorated you can see how God prepared for Jesus to be born through many generations. 

The Jesse Tree tradition is rooted in Isaiah 11:1: “A shoot shall come out from the 

stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” Jesse was the father of David, 

Israel’s greatest king. And Jesus is descended from the line of David. He is the branch 

God promised would grow from Jesse’s family tree. Each symbol represents a story from 

within this family tree and a step toward the birth of Jesus. 

Pre-Service Solo:        “The Lord’s Servant”                              Mackenna Wesseln 

Opening Hymn:  O Come All Ye Faithful             LSB# 379 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Invocation and Responsive Reading (Isaiah 11:1-2, 6)   
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

People: And a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

Pastor: And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 

People: The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

Pastor: The Spirit of counsel and might, 

People: The Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord …  

Pastor: The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

People: And the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

Pastor: And the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

People: And a little child shall lead them. 

Pastor: Come and behold him born the King of angels! 

People: O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

Recitation: Have you ever done research on your family tree? Maybe you have gone 

through old photo albums or listened to stories handed down by parents and grandparents.  

Jesus is the holy Son of God. He was without sin, but he was born into a human family. 

His ancestors were ordinary people, sinners, like we are.  

 
Recitation: Tonight, the Christmas story is told through a Jesse Tree.  Isaiah 1:11 says, 

“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 

his roots” Jesus family tree is found in Matthew 1 which begins: “The genealogy of Jesus 

Christ, David’s son, Abraham’s son.”  

 

Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357: v 1, 4 

(Congregation accompanied by bells played by all the children) 

 

 



 

 

 

Tune and text: Public domain 

(Place SYMBOL 1:  APPLE)  

PART 1: Adam and Eve  (Recitations) 

 Now Eve and Adam were the first, 

 And through their sin, the world was cursed. 

 But by God’s love, these two were blessed, 

 And through their fruit, we, too, find rest. 

 

 

Song: O Jesse Tree (Sung by all children) (Place SYMBOLS 2 & 3:  RAINBOW AND STAR)  

 
Part 2: Noah and Abraham 

(Recitations) 

The world was sinful, mean, and bad. 

The people made God very sad. 

The waters made the world anew— 

Like Noah’s fam’ly, me, and you! 

To Abraham and Sarah now, 

The Lord would give a special vow. 

Their home would be the Promised Land 

With children numbered as the sand. 

 

Part 3: Jacob 

(Place Symbol 4:  LADDER) 
Recitation:   Now Jacob always 

liked to scheme!  

            But far from home, he 

had a dream. 

 Though Jacob had to hide and 

flee,  

 He’d have a mighty family tree! 

 

 



Part 4: King David 

(Place SYMBOL 5: CROWN) 
Recitation: This David, shepherd, lowly boy, 

 Was blessed by God to sing with joy! 

 He ruled, he conquered—he still sinned— 

 But God still loved him to the end. 

 

Part 5: Joseph and Mary 
(Place SYMBOLS 6 & 7 MARY, JOSEPH’S HAMMER)  

                                                                                 

(Congregation sings)  Young maiden Mary, mild and meek, 

                                     Would bear the child that prophets seek.  

                                     God’s loving favor came to rest    

                                     On Mary so that all are blessed. 

                         Now Joseph, righteous, kind, and just,  

                         Would look to God with awe and trust. 

                         For he would raise the Chosen One— 

                         Our Savior, Lord, God’s only Son! 

(Symbol 8 placed: MANGER) 

Recitation:  And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when 

Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 

Recitation:  And all went to be taxed, everyone into his own city. And Joseph also went 

up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with 

Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
 

AWAY IN A MANGER (Sung by Preschool through First Grade) 

 
 Recitation:  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that 

she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in 

the inn. 



Hymn:  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child (Sung by grades 1-8) 
 

(Place symbol 9: SHEEP)  

 

Recitation:  And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid.   

 

Recitation:  And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings 

of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. 

 

Recitation:  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,  

 

Recitation:  Glory to God in the highest,  

 

Recitation:  and on earth peace, good will toward men 

 

Angels We Have Heard on High (Sung by all children)                      LSB 368 

Recitation:  And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, 

the shepherds said one to another,  

 

Recitation:  Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to 

pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 

 

Recitation:  And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying 

in a manger. 

 

Recitation:  And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was 

told them concerning this child.  

 

Recitation:  And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by 

the shepherds. 

 

Recitation:  But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 

 

Recitation:  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 

that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 



Part 6: Us 

Place symbol 10: Cross  

Recitation:  Since Adam, Eve, and through the years— 

                    Through sin and triumph, joy and tears— 

                    God kept His Word, His family; 

                    The Christ has come for you, for me! 
 

Song: O Jesse Tree      (All children) 
 

Prayers: 
Pastor: We pray: 

People: Dear Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son—the Son of Adam, of Jesse, of 

David to be the promised Messiah. With angels and shepherds and Mary 

and Joseph, we have gathered around the manger to worship the King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords. Fill us with your Spirit so that we may be bold 

witnesses for you, sharing with others the good news of your love for us. 

In Your name we pray. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises we are bold to pray: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Confession of Faith:   “The Christmas Creed” 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, Who sent 

His Son as my Savior on Christmas Day.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the 

Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Announced by the Angels, Worshipped by 

the shepherds, Adored by the Wise Men, Who lived to suffer, die, and rise again, 

To free me from sin, death, and the power of the devil.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, Who has brought me to faith in the Christ of 

Christmas, And by whose continuous work in my heart, I am ever led to lay 

before the feet of Christ the treasures of my love and live under Him as my King, 

Both now and forevermore. Amen. 

 



Benediction, 1 Peter 2:9 
Pastor You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession,  

People: That you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 

Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Child of Bethlehem, and the love 

of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all. 

People: Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 

Candle Lighting: Pastor, lights his candle from the Christ 

candle, which symbolizes Christ, the Light of the World.  Pastor 

then gives the light to the Ushers.  Ushers light the candle of the 

first worshiper in each pew, who passes it on.  Lighted candles are 

never tilted, but held upright when giving light to another.  We will 

begin singing Silent Night Holy Night after all the candles have 

been lit. 

Hymn: Silent Night (Children v. 1, Congregation joins on v. 2-3) LSB# 363 

 

 

 

 



Recessional Hymn:  Joy to the World           LSB# 387 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Go in peace and joy. Merry Christmas  
and a Blessed New Year. 

 

Christmas Worship Schedule 

  

Christmas Day (Communion)  12/25/21  10:00am 

No Saturday Night Church 

Sunday Morning (Communion)  12/29/21  9:30am 

New Year’s Eve (Communion)  12/31/21  6:30pm 

No morning/evening Services New Year’s Day 



 



  



 


