
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve 
4:00pm/11:00pm 

December 24, 2021 
  



“I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

Pre-Service Music: (4:00 pm)        “Silent Night”                  Mackenna Wesseln 

Opening Hymn: O Jesse Tree (Sung to tune of O Christmas Tree)  LSB# 379 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
5. When Jacob’s planning fell apart, 

God granted him a brand-new start. 
 

6. God helped Ruth follow faithfully; 

She’s now part of Christ’s family! 
 

7. Though Jesse’s son was frail and 

small, 

His offspring would be King of all! 
 

8. The temple of King Solomon 

Prepared God’s people for His Son. 
  

 

9. Though dear Elizabeth was old, 

Her boy—a prophet—was fore-told. 
 

10. And God gave John the pow’r to say: 

“The Lord is near; prepare the way!” 
 

11. The virgin Mary, servant blessed,  

Would raise a Son unlike the rest. 
 

12. Joseph the carpenter was true; 

He cared for Jesus—Mary too! 
 

13. The promise of the Jesse Tree, 

Our Savior came for you and me. 
 

Invocation and Responsive Reading (Isaiah 11:1-2, 6)   
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
Pastor: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

People: And a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
Pastor: And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 

People: The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
Pastor: The Spirit of counsel and might, 

People: The Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord …  
Pastor: The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

People: And the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
Pastor: And the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

People: And a little child shall lead them. 
Pastor: Come and behold him born the King of angels! 

People: O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

Confession and absolution 
Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together, as His people, 

let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 

sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  [Luke 18:13] 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given His son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23] 

People: Amen. 



SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the 

true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on 

earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, 

on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as they are glad when they divide the 

spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

and the staff for his shoulder, 

the rod of his oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of 

Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior 

in battle tumult 

and every garment rolled in blood 

 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and 

of peace 

there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 

this. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Titus 2:11–14 

 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training 

us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 

godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory 

of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 

lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for 

good works. 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord  

People: Thanks be to God. 



VERSE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”    LSB # 393 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 2:1–14 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 

the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 

he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 

was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear 

not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For 

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this 

will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying,14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 

with whom he is pleased!” 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 



Confession of Faith:   “The Christmas Creed” 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, Who sent His 

Son as my Savior on Christmas Day.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Announced by the Angels, Worshipped by the 

shepherds, Adored by the Wise Men, Who lived to suffer, die, and rise again, To 

free me from sin, death, and the power of the devil.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, Who has brought me to faith in the Christ of 

Christmas, And by whose continuous work in my heart, I am ever led to lay before 

the feet of Christ the treasures of my love and live under Him as my King, Both now 

and forevermore. Amen. 
 

Children’s message 
 

Hymn of the day  Away in a Manger  LSB #364 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 

Sermon:   God’s Plan    Pastor David Benning 

Giving Options: 
There are several ways to give. One is the offering box placed at the back of church.  The Second 

is the VANCO Mobile app, which can be downloaded from your phone’s app store.  Our E-

Giving platform can also be accessed from our website by clicking on the E-GIVING tab at the 

top of the page. Offering prayer: 



Prayers: 

Pastor: We pray: 

People: Dear Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son—the Son of Adam, of Jesse, of 

David to be the promised Messiah. With angels and shepherds and Mary 

and Joseph, we have gathered around the manger to worship the King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords. Fill us with your Spirit so that we may be bold 

witnesses for you, sharing with others the good news of your love for us. 

In Your name we pray. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises we are bold to pray: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord……… 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians11:23-25 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.    People: Amen. 

Policy Regarding the Lord Supper 
Today our Family of Faith will celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  We believe Jesus Christ gives us not only bread 

and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins. Our Lord invites to 

His table the baptized who trust His words, repent of all sin, and forgive and love as He forgives and loves 

us. Those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm. Any who are 

not yet instructed or who hold a confession of faith differing from that of The LCMS, are asked to please 

refrain from communing today. 



Distribution Hymn From Heaven Above to Earth I Come LSB #358 

 

 

 
5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: 

The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid 

By whom the heav’ns and earth were 

made.” 
 

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so! 

Then with the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done 

In sending us His own dear Son. 
 

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 

And see what in the manger lies. 

Who is this child, so young and fair? 

It is the Christ Child lying there. 
 

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery 

That You might share Your joy with me. 

 

9 Ah, Lord, though You created all, 

How weak You are, so poor and small, 

That You should choose to lay Your head 

Where lowly cattle lately fed! 
 

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair 

And set with gold and jewels rare, 

It would be far too poor and small 

A cradle for the Lord of all. 
 

11 Instead of soft and silken stuff 

You have but hay and straw so rough 

On which as King, so rich and great, 

To be enthroned in royal state. 
 

12 And so it pleases You to see 

This simple truth revealed to me: 

That worldly honor, wealth, and might 

Are weak and worthless in Your sight. 

 

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 

For You to dwell within my heart. 
 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 
 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
Text and tune: Public domain



Benediction, 1 Peter 2:9 
Pastor You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,  

People: That you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 
Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Child of Bethlehem, and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all. 

People: Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 

Candle Lighting: Pastor, lights his candle from the Christ 

candle, which symbolizes Christ, the Light of the World.  Pastor 

then gives the light to the Ushers.  Ushers light the candle of the 

first worshiper in each pew, who passes it on.  Lighted candles are 

never tilted, but held upright when giving light to another.  We will 

begin singing Silent Night Holy Night after all the candles have 

been lit. 

 

Hymn: Silent Night        LSB# 363 

 

 

 

 
 



Recessional Hymn:  Joy to the World           LSB# 387 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Go in peace and joy. Merry Christmas  
and a Blessed New Year. 

 

Christmas Worship Schedule 

  

Christmas Day (Communion)  12/25/21  10:00am 

No Saturday Night Church 

Sunday Morning (Communion)  12/26/21  9:30am 

New Year’s Eve (Communion)  12/31/21  6:30pm 

No morning/evening Services New Year’s Day 



 



 


