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Mission Statement
To grow in faith in the Triune God, we teach and study God’s Word,
receive the sacraments and serve as a joyful witness to believers and
unbelievers.



Christmas 1 Dec 31, 2023

Regarding Communion
HoLy CommunioN will be celebrated in our service this morning.

Scripture indicates that, in Holy Communion:

e Christ gives us his true body and blood with the bread and wine,
which believers eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew
26:26-29; John 6:51-58; 1 Corinthians 10:16; 11:23-25).

e Those who commune without repentance and faith can do so to
their harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-32).

e By communing, we profess unity in our beliefs with the people
communing with us (1 Corinthians 10:16-18).

At this congregation, therefore, all who commune are to examine
themselves in repentance. Those not yet baptized and instructed in the
Christian faith, or who do not share the beliefs of the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, are asked not to commune and to speak to the pastor
about receiving instruction. Any who desire may receive a blessing
instead of Communion by coming forward and crossing their arms on
their chest. Thank you.

De-alcoholized wine is offered at communion in the center circle of the
individual cups.

Please sign the red record book found in your pew. If you plan to
take communion, mark “communion”.

Hymns and content are from the Lutheran Service Book
Divine Service 4

The people may greet one another in the name of the
Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).



Hymn of Invocation #358
“From Heaven Above to Earth | Come”

1 “From heav’n above to earth I come
To bear good news to ev’ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof | now will say and sing:

2  “To you this night is born a child
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child of lowly birth
Shall be the joy of all the earth.

3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High,
Who hears your sad and bitter cry;
He will Himself your Savior be
From all your sins to set you free.

4 “He will on you the gifts bestow
Prepared by God for all below,
That in His kingdom, bright and fair,
You may with us His glory share.

S5 “These are the signs that you shall mark:
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so!
Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done
In sending us His own dear Son.
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Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,
And see what in the manger lies.

Who is this child, so young and fair?

It is the Christ Child lying there.

Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery

That You might share Your joy with me.

Ah, Lord, though You created all,

How weak You are, so poor and small,
That You should choose to lay Your head
Where lowly cattle lately fed!

Were earth a thousand times as fair
And set with gold and jewels rare,
It would be far too poor and small
A cradle for the Lord of all.

Instead of soft and silken stuff
You have but hay and straw so rough
On which as King, so rich and great,
To be enthroned in royal state.

And so it pleases You to see

This simple truth revealed to me:

That worldly honor, wealth, and might
Are weak and worthless in Your sight.

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,



A quiet chamber set apart
For You to dwell within my heart.

14 My heart for very joy must leap;
My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradlesong:

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n,
Who unto us His Son has giv’n!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth,
1827-78, alt.
Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance
of their Baptism.

Invocation
) In the name of the Father and of the ~I= Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 203
P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord,
who could stand?



But with You there is forgiveness;
therefore You are feared.
[P] Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word,
call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ,
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203
Almighty God, have mercy upon us,
forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution LSB 203

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His
Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the -} Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 98:1-3; antiphon: Psalm 124:8
P) Our help is in the name of the LORD,



who made heaven and earth.

[P) Ohsing to the LORD a new song, for he has
done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have
worked salvation for him.
(P] The LorD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the
sight of the nations.
P} He has remembered his steadfast love and
faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P} Our help is in the name of the LoRD,
who made heaven and earth.
Kyrie LSB 204
Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
To God on high be glory

And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!



We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—

Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten,

The Father’s Son, we pray;

O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.

Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high—

For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,

Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.

Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Let us pray.
Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and
forgiveness the year now ending and
commend to Your blessing and love the times



yet to come. In the new year, abide among us
with Your Holy Spirit that we may always
trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 30:15-17
For thus said the Lord Gob, the Holy One of
Israel,

“In returning and rest you shall be saved;
in quietness and in trust shall be your

strength.”

But you were unwilling, *and you said,

“No! We will flee upon horses”;
therefore you shall flee away;

and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”;
therefore your pursuers shall be swift.

17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one;
at the threat of five you shall flee,

till you are left
like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain,
like a signal on a hill.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 8:31b-39
If God is for us, who can be against us? *He
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for

us all, how will he not also with him graciously

give us all things? 3*Who shall bring any charge



against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. **Who
Is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—
more than that, who was raised—who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for
us. 3Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or
sword? %As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day
long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3'No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. 3For | am
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, ¥nor height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 205
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 12:35-40

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the
twelfth chapter.



Glory to You, O Lord.

%[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and
keep your lamps burning, %and be like men who
are waiting for their master to come home from the
wedding feast, so that they may open the door to
him at once when he comes and knocks. *'Blessed
are those servants whom the master finds awake
when he comes. Truly, | say to you, he will dress
himself for service and have them recline at table,
and he will come and serve them. 3If he comes in
the second watch, or in the third, and finds them
awake, blessed are those servants! *But know this,
that if the master of the house had known at what
hour the thief was coming, he would not have left
his house to be broken into. “°You also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed LSB 206
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,



begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the
Son,

who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the
dead



and the life I~ of the world to come.
Amen.

Children's Message

Sermon Hymn #490
“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”

1 Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won!
Death no longer can appall me;
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!
From the grave will Christ recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence;
This shall be my confidence.

2 Jesus lives! To Him the throne
High above all things is given.
I shall go where He is gone,
Live and reign with Him in heaven.
God is faithful; doubtings, hence!
This shall be my confidence.

3 Jesus lives! For me He died,
Hence will 1, to Jesus living,
Pure in heart and act abide,
Praise to Him and glory giving.
All I need God will dispense;
This shall be my confidence.

4 Jesus lives! I know full well
Nothing me from Him shall sever.
Neither death nor pow’rs of hell
Part me now from Christ forever.



God will be my sure defense;
This shall be my confidence.

5 Jesus lives! And now is death
But the gate of life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When | pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:
Jesus is my confidence!

Christian Flrchtegott Gellert, 1715-69; tr. Frances E.
Cox, 1812-97, alt. Public domain

Sermon

Prayer of the Church

(After each portion of the prayers)

P Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

(The prayers conclude)

P} Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;
through your son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Offering
E-giving is also available on our website

trinitylutheranchurchparkhills.com

Service of the Sacrament


https://www.trinitylutheranchurchparkhills.com/electronic-offerings-egiving

Preface LSB 208
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®=

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®=

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should
at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery
of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the
person of Your Son, we may know and love those
things which are not seen. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

®=

Sanctus LSB 208
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth

adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the
glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna
to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of
the Lord!

Stephen P. Starke



Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 209
P} Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all
creation, for You have had mercy on us and
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life.

In the beginning You created all things by
Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full
of grace and truth.

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly
among us that, faithfully eating His body and
drinking His blood, we may receive the
fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ
Jesus, our Lord.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has
taught us:

Lord’s Prayer LSB 209
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



The Word
(P)

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

s of Our Lord LSB 209
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He
was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I«
body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My 1«
blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 209

()

Agnus Dei

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

LSB 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,



And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Stephen P. Starke

Distribution
(During the distribution, as you wait, take a few moments
to meditate on God's Word and the gift we are about to
receive at His table. Questions on page 329 of LSB are
available your use.)

Hymn #384 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

1 Of'the Father’s love begotten
Ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega,
He the source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see
Evermore and evermore.

2 Oh, that birth forever blessed,
When the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving,
Bore the Savior of our race,
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer,
First revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore.

3 This is He whom seers in old time
Chanted of with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets
Promised in their faithful word.
Now He shines, the long-expected;


https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/tlcph/attachments/232915/LSB_329_Questions_for_Meditation.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/tlcph/attachments/232915/LSB_329_Questions_for_Meditation.pdf

Let creation praise its Lord
Evermore and evermore.

4 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him;
Angel hosts, His praises sing.
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him
And extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent,
Ev’ry voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore.

A5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father,
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion,
And eternal victory
Evermore and evermore. Amen.

Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348-c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr.
John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W.
Baker, 1821-77 Public domain

Hymn #367 “Angels from the Realms of Glory”

1 Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain

ref Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.



2 Shepherds in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain

3 Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations,
Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain

4  Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear. Refrain

A5 All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain

(sts. 1, ref, 2-4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.;
(st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.
Public domain

Hymn #362 “O Sing of Christ”

1 O sing of Christ, whose birth made known

The kindness of the Lord,

Eternal Word made flesh and bone
So we could be restored.

Upon our frail humanity
God’s finger chose to trace

The fullness of His deity,
The icon of His grace.



2 What Adam lost, none could reclaim,
And Paradise was barred
Until the second Adam came
To mend what sin had marred.
For when the time was full and right
God sent His only Son;
He came to us as life and light
And our redemption won.
3 He came to that which was His own,
But He was not received;
Yet still through Him God’s glory shone,
And some His name believed.
To these He gave the right to be
The heirs of heav’n above,
Born not of human ancestry
But born of God in love.

4 Lord Jesus Christ, You deigned to dwell

Among us here on earth

As God with us, Emmanuel,
To bring this holy birth.

Though rich, You willingly became
One with our poverty,

That we might share Your wealth and name
For all eternity!

Stephen P. Starke, 1955

© 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing
House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110003343

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
O Lord, now let Your servant



Depart in heav’nly peace,
For | have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,

The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,

All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,

God’s triune name resounding

Through all eternity.

Post-Communion Collect

()

Let us pray...
Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

()

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1+
give you peace.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LSB 212



Closing Hymn #389
“Let All Together Praise Our God”

1 Let all together praise our God
Before His glorious throne;
Today He opens heav’n again
To give us His own Son,
To give us His own Son.

2 He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne,
Is born an infant small,
And in a manger, poor and lone,
Lies in a humble stall,
Lies in a humble stall.

3 Within an earthborn form He hides
His all-creating light;
To serve us all He humbly cloaks
The splendor of His might,
The splendor of His might.

4 He undertakes a great exchange,
Puts on our human frame,
And in return gives us His realm,
His glory, and His name,
His glory, and His name.

5 Heisaservant, | alord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.



6 He isthe key and He the door
To blesséd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

A7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561; (sts. 1, 3-7): tr. F.
Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull,
1845-1923, alt.

(sts. 1, 3-7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used
by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003343

(st. 2): Public domain

Announcements
P} Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God
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The Radio Ministries of Trinity

Radio
KYLS “Froggy 96” Ministry KHCR “The Light”

959 FM 99.5 FM
9:30 a.m. each Sunday = 10:00 am. each Sunday
Excerpts of Worship Service The Lutheran Hour

KYLS “Froggy 96” is sponsored this week to the glory of God

by Trinity and Cozean Memorial Chapel
KHCR “The Light” is sponsored in part this week to the glory of God by
Trinity Outreach Committee

All donations to the Radio Ministries of Trinity are greatly appreciated.
KYLS “Froggy 96” is $45.00 per week and KHCR “The Light” is $15.00
per week

Tewr
Trinity Times
Today 11:30a.m.  Voters Meeting
Tuesday 4:00 p.m.  Youth Confirmation Class

6:30 p.m. Divine Service w/Holy Communion
Wednesday 1:45p.m.  Bible Study

Next Sunday 9:00a.m.  Adult Bible Class & Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service w/Holy Communion

No choir, handbells practice Dec 27 — Jan 17; will
resume Jan 24
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Luke 2:39 — “And
when they had performed

conm,ct " everything according to the
g Law of the Lord, they
. .
SCI‘VC returned ... to their own town
Stewardship-A Way of Life. Of Nazareth” The LaW of GOd

is good. Of course, it always
shows us our sins, but that is good, too! We need to be driven back
to the forgiveness of Christ. And the Law also shows us the truly
blessed way to live. As Mary and Joseph found their joy in a godly
life, so should we see the Law as a guide for Christian living and
as the roadmap for saying thank you to the Lord for all His grace
and mercy to us.

T T

December 31 “While it is true that we need to be good stewards of
God'’s earthly gifts, it is sinful to think that we are in full control of
preserving this world. It is sinful to fret about the destruction of this
world before the Last Day. This world will not run out of natural
resources. We will not be wiped out by climate change, a worldwide
pandemic, or a meteor shower if and when those things happen. God
says that as long as this earth endures—until Judgment Day—seedtime
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never
cease. God is in control. God will protect, provide, and preserve this
world. Trust in God and see His grace and mercy, especially when sin
affects this world. Trust that He gives you what you don’t deserve and
more than you could imagine.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John Evangelical
Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota — A Life Quote from
Lutherans For Life » lutheransforlife.org

TTr



Pastor and Becky May

Connie Jo Giesselmann- Health issues

Jan Faskell- Eye issues

Matt Nickelson- Health issues

William Deer- Serving in the military

Mike Nickelson, Matt’s brother- Heart issues

Matt Presnell, Sue & Jim Martin’s son- Heart issues

Mary Ellis, Sue & Jim Martin’s daughter- Stroke

Thomas Knox, Winnie Knox’s son- Cancer

Cameron Hillis, Melissa Hillis’ father-in-law- Health
issues

Gale Kuykendall, friend of Nancy Wells- Cancer

Dave Heuer, friend of Jan Streckfuss- Stroke

Amanda Hatridge, sister-in law of Melissa Hillis-
serious health issues



