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Those Serving our Congregation in February, 2023 
============================================================================= 

Altar Guild   Ushers   Elder on Duty  Trustee on Duty 

Tennille Montgomery  Norman Feltmann       Walter Major               Stan Cook 

Teresa Rudasill  Blake Oliver       

                       Acolytes 

                 T.J. Jerrell 

              Katarina Oliver  

            Aden Montgomery 

Sunday Counting Team        Liturgical Color     Anderson Montgomery  

2-5-2023 Terri Schmitt            Green                 Grace Troup 

             Charlotte Dole             Avery Troup 

2-12-2023  Kathy Huchison            Green       Caleb Troup 

  Donna Mullins                    Mackinzie Moore 

2-19-2023   Del Weinhold             Green    

  Donita Tressner& Jan Schmidt         

2-26-2023   Stan& Sue Cook            Purple 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church Giving year to date Jan 1-29, 2023 2023 totals 

Loose Plate Offerings           $128.00 

Member Offerings-Envelope & E-giving      $10,302.46 

Special Offerings for Helping Hands              $32.00 

Special Offerings for Sunday School & Bible Study            $130.61 

Anonymous Groups Envelope Offerings and               $30.00 

Memorial Offerings                                                                                             $190.00 

Total       $10,813.07 

Cumulative "Budget Needs Met?"       -$2,766.93 

 

Please direct any questions you may have to Terri Schmitt, Financial Chairperson 
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2023 Monthly Offering Report Jan 1-29, 2023
Total Monthly Offerings
Monthly Budget Needs $13,580

$10,813.07 $13,580.00

$162,960.00 $152,146.93

Offering Income Received YTD
Jan 1-29, 2023

Monthly Budget Needs YTD-
Jan

Total Offering Income Needed
for 2023 Budget

Offering Income still needed to
meet 2023                  budget

needs

2023 Overall Summary



Trinity Times 
February, 2023 

 
Mission Statement 

To grow in faith in the Triune God, we teach and study God’s Word, 

receive the Sacraments and serve as a joyful witness to believers  

and unbelievers 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

 
 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

 

 Not long ago, I was emailed a short 

devotion.  It spoke of an ancient Christian 

teacher named Pamphilus who was on trial for 

his life in 4th century Rome (when Christianity 

was illegal). 

 As he dealt with the judge, Pamphilus 

let it slip that his home was “Jerusalem.”  The 

Jerusalem to which Pamphilus referred was 

the New Jerusalem that John and all believers 

in Christ look forward to seeing someday. 

Now it’s important to remember that 

the earthly city of Jerusalem had actually been 

destroyed in 70 A.D.…several hundred years 

before.  But the Roman judge (who had no 

knowledge whatsoever of a city by the name 

Jerusalem) nearly drove himself crazy trying 

to figure out where this new, rebellious 

Christian settlement was located. 

 The main purpose of this devotion was 

to remind us to be clear in our speech, 

especially when dealing with those people 

who are outside the faith.  The lesson was that 

the witness of Pamphilus was ineffective, 

because he was using words that didn’t 

communicate anything to his listeners… 

listeners who didn’t have a background in the 

language of the faith.  And the point intended 

by the devotion’s author is well-taken.  We do 

need to be sensitive to the training (or lack 

thereof) of those people who are first hearing 

the Good News of Jesus Christ (especially in a 

day and age when more and more people are 

growing up without any knowledge of the 

Bible—at all).  But I have a different point to 

make with this story. 

 How often do we Christians, ourselves, 

get lost in our own language.  Whether it’s 

speech about forgiveness from sins… or talk 

of “righteousness”… or even chatting about 

“God’s plan” and “Heaven…” are we really 

sure what we mean?  When I read this story 

about Pamphilus and the Roman judge, my 

first impulse was to laugh.  I thought, That 

silly judge... walking around thinking that 

New Jerusalem is a real city. 

 Then the absurdity of that thought hit 

me like a two-by-four between the eyes.  Oh, 



man!  It actually IS a real city!  Maybe 

Pamphilus’ mistake wasn’t leading the judge 

on a wild goose chase looking for a real city; 

maybe his mistake was in failing to present  

just how real a city it is! 

 Everybody knows Christians as Bible-

readers (and perhaps as Bible-thumpers).  

Even some people who disagree with us still 

call us People of the Book.  But the Season of 

Lent (coming this month!) reminds us that we 

are not people of just any old book.  We’re 

talking about the Word of God!  Bible stories 

are not just stories.  They are the story… of 

God’s activity in human history! 

And as we continue with our own walk 

to the cross this Lenten Season, we are called 

to remember just who it is that walks with us.  

We called to remember just who it is that 

really (that is, in real life) took that walk 

first… Who really lived and breathed and 

died and rose…  Who really saved us… And 

Who really is coming back for us… 

 

Amen. 

 
Pastor Jeremy May 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Mighty Mites 

January $89.00 – Missouri District 
February – Elvins Food Bank  

 
Our next meeting will be held on February 5th 
immediately following the morning worship 
service. 
 
Thanks, 
Charlotte 
 

LWML 80th Anniversary Celebration Service 

Project Updates 

‘Teddy Bears Helping 

Children During Tough 

Times’ 

This story starts with Liz, 

lover of teddy bears. Over a 

period of 40+ years Liz has 

collected teddy bears. She 

recently wanted to share 

some of the many teddy bears with children who 

needed comfort. She learned that the St. Francois 

County Sheriff's Department in Farmington 

needed stuffed animals. They give them to 

children who need comfort in an unusual or 

stressful time that results in the involvement of 

law enforcement such as car accidents or other 

traumatic events. 

As Liz was talking about taking the bears to 

Farmington, Donita offered to take them since she 

passed by this office almost every day. Donita 

was able to take her grandchildren Ayden, 

Andersen and Ava with her when she delivered 

the teddy bears to the sheriff’s department. The 

sheriff was very appreciative of the teddy bears 

and thanked the children and their grandmother 

for helping others with this gift. He also gave 

them a special tour of the facility.       

 

‘Toilet Paper Contribution’  

Over 145 rolls of toilet paper were collected for 

St. Paul Lutheran High School during this special 

push for contributions. After the LWML meeting 

on 1/22/23, a group of the ladies posed for a fun 

picture. All TP was collected by TJ and 

transported to the high school the next day.       

 

 
“Serve the Lord with Gladness” 

Ps. 100:2 



 

Our Youth Group nights have 

been wonderful with good 

food at 5pm, followed by the 

study of God’s Word, 

followed by a service project, 

then ending with Pickleball for all! 

Our Bible studies have focused on the following; 

• 11/27/22- ‘Community’-Christian 

Community in God’s Image, Christian 

Community in Christian Families, Christian 

Community in our Congregation, Christian 

Community in the World-Wide Church 

• 1/22/23-‘Humble Confidence’-What is 

Humble Confidence?, The Humble 

Confidence of Jesus, Jesus is our Humble 

Confidence, Humble Confidence for the 

World 

• Our Service Projects 

Clean Sweep Ministries 

The youth group put together hygiene kits that 

included white Cady (found at dollar tree) with 

personal hygiene items: Shampoo, conditioner, 

soap, deodorant, lotion, toothbrush, toothpaste. 

Only 5 were needed, but as ladies will be coming 

and going from the house this has the potential to 

be a consistent need. The youth group would like 

to continue to collect toiletries to put together 

these kits for the women to be delivered quarterly. 

For mor info, visit the website for this 

organization: 

https://www.cleansweepministries.com/ 

 
Please SAVE YOUR STUFF to donate to this 

fundraiser for our youth! Please spread the word 

to your family, friends, co-workers, business 

owners, etc... that they can donate their STUFF to 

benefit our Youth Group Ministry! We hope to be 

able to collect most donations the week before the 

sale, due to limited storage space, but we will take 

donations starting now and find a place out of the 

way of our regular church activities. 

We will be posting more specifics soon! Please 

feel free to contact Terri at 573-880-1594 if 

you  have any questions! 

 

 

 
Dear Trinity Family, 
 
We would like to say thank 
you for thinking of us this 
past Christmas.  You are 
such generous people and 
we appreciate all of you so 
much.  We are also so 
thankful for all the care, 

support and prayers throughout the year 
and love being a part of this church family!  
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Pastor Jeremy and Becky 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A quick reminder, there will be a 

memorial service followed by a dinner 
in remembrance of Ruth Reetz on 

February 19th at 2:30pm. Location will 
be on the church premises. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleansweepministries.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc029beb293b94484116008daed9b20fd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638083547769946265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c56tnhKnRFTnJDCGOeTA63VJSEAc%2Bq5YRpqpMpWvKfA%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 
 

John Davis    2-1 
Ray Petty    2-3 
Tracy Rion    2-3 
Cathy Chambliss   2-4 
Chris McSpadden   2-4 
Abbigail King   2-4 
Bradley Primo   2-5 
Allie England   2-7 
Caitlyn Poth   2-8 
Emalee Best   2-11 
Trevor Van Toba   2-11 
Gavin Ship    2-13 
Karlee Gallaher   2-13 
Traci Roemer   2-14 
Lisa Major    2-15 
Chase Nelson   2-15 
Allison Schaupert  2-16 
Thomas Jones   2-16 
Barbara Weinhold  2-16 
Derrick Raglin   2-17 
Rebecca Snead   2-21 
Lizbeth McSpadden  2-22 
Zoe Caruthers   2-24 
Meg Daniels   2-25 
Kathy Hutchison   2-26 
 

   

 

 
 

 
 

 
Steve and Rita Francis 

2-22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Don’t Replace “And” with “Or” 
 

We’ve all heard that stewardship means giving 

to the church of our time, talents and treasure. 

This alliterative trinity helps us see that giving 

is not just about money, but about our whole 

lives. As we confess in the Small Catechism’s 

explanation of the First Article of the Apostle’s 

Creed, God gives us everything we have and 

enjoy. First we confess that God gives us “our 

body and soul, our eyes, ears, and all our 

members, our reason and all our senses” (SC II). 

Then we confess that He gives us material 

things. The time, talents, and treasure trinity 

places before our eyes the fact that we are to 

give something of all three of these things 

toward the mission of the church in 

thanksgiving for what God has provided. For 

everything we have, and indeed, everything we 

are, comes from God’s fatherly, divine goodness 

and mercy.  

 

The problem with this alliterative trinity comes 

when we replace one little word with another 

little word — when we replace the word and 

with the word or. It is always written with the 

and, but when we read it, we read it with the 

or. Thus this quite helpful trinity, which extolls 

that everything that we have and are is a gift 

from God, to be given back in service of His 

church, turns into a trinity that we can pick and 

choose from when we serve God. The giving of 



our time, talents and treasure turns into the 

giving of our time, talents or treasure.  

 

Then the question arises: Can we give of our 

time and talents instead of our treasure? Or 

perhaps it is the other way round: Can we give 

of our treasure and not of our time and talents? 

But these are the wrong questions. The right 

question is, can we give of our time and talents 

in addition to our treasure? Yes, indeed, we are 

called to give of all three. The things that God 

gives us are not to be pitted against one another. 

Rather, they are given to us, and we are to press 

them all into God’s service for benefit of His 

church and our neighbors in need.  

 

Thus, we give all three. We give our treasure in 

the form of a generous, first-fruits proportion of 

our income. We give of our time in generosity 

for the benefit of Christ’s holy church. We give 

of our talents in the same manner. Since God 

gave us all these things, we are called to give 

generously of all these things in faith toward 

Him and in fervent love to our neighbors.  

 

For God has provided all these things for us. 

Out of His fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 

He gives us each time, talents AND treasure as a 

means to bless those around us. We serve our 

neighbors with these things, blessing them with 

the blessings with which God has blessed us. 

We give of our time, talents and treasure to our 

families, our society, our church and our local 

congregations. And we do this because we 

know that we are not our own. Rather, we 

belong to God. We have been bought with a 

price: the holy, precious blood and innocent 

suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 

gave everything — His time, His talents and His 

treasure — to have us as His own and to live 

under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence and 

blessedness. We have these things as gifts and 

blessings from God. Let us then press them all 

into service for the sake of His love — time, 

talents and treasure together.  
 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: 

lcms.org/stewardship 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

January Church Statistics 

Date         Worship     Bible Study 

1-1-2023          35  17 

1-3-2023            5  -- 

1-8-2023          55  18 

1-15-2023          57  22 

1-17-2023            8  -- 

1-22-2023          42  22 

1-29-2023          50  16 

 

Financial Report 
 

See the Financial Report page. 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
      

 

Cut out the bookmark below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Color the picture below 

and give to a friend. 
 


