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Those Serving our Congregation in December, 2021 
============================================================================= 
Altar Guild   Ushers   Elder on Duty  Trustee on Duty 
Jim & Jan Schmidt  Chris Nelson    Dan Deer    Norman Freeman 
Joan Oliver   Chase Nelson        
    Dan Deer 
    Perri Mannisi 
               
      Communion Assistants 
               Gary Oliver 

Sunday Counting Team   Liturgical Color  Acolytes   
12-5-2021 Terri Schmitt    Blue     T.J. Jerrell 
  Charlotte Dole & Jan Faskell      Katarina Oliver 
12-12-2021 Kathy Huchison   Blue   Mackinzie Moore 
  Donna Mullins       T.J. Jerrell 
12-19-2021  Del Weinhold    Blue   Katarina Oliver 
  Donita Tressner& Jan Schmidt     Mackinzie Moore 
12-26-2021 Stan& Sue Cook   Red   T.J. Jerrell    
  Kathy Wahlstrom       Katarina Oliver 
 
 

 



Monthly Offering Report 
Totals offerings as of November, 2021. 

Please direct any questions you may have to Terri Schmitt. 
 

 
 

  

Trinity Lutheran Church      Park Hills MO  
Offering Report: January 1, 2021 – October 31, 2021  

    

Church Giving 2021 totals September 1-30 October 1-31 
Member Offerings – Envelope & E-Giving $           100,684.12 $               8,344.67 $               10,532.06 
Loose Plate Offerings $                3,607.05 $                     65.10 $                     742.00 
Special Offering - Helping Hands $                1,061.00 $                     42.00 $                       33.00 
Special Offering – Radio Ministry $                   605.00 $                     00.00 $                       105.00 
Special Offering – Stephen Ministry $                      00.00 $                       00.00 $                       00.00 
Special Offering - Food Pantry $                      20.00 $                       00.00 $                       00.00 
Special Offering - Sunday School & Bible Study $                 1,962.05 $                    164.00 $                     281.15 
Special Offering – St. Paul Lutheran High School $                    630.00 $                      40.00 $                      40.00 
Special Offering – Portals of Prayer $                      20.00 $                       00.00 $                       00.00 
Special Offering – Altar Guild $                      00.00 $                       00.00 $                       00.00 
Special Offering – Memorial not designated $                    105.00 $                       00.00  $                       00.00  
Anonymous Groups Envelope Offerings $                    372.00 $                       27.00 $                       50.00 
Special Offering - Youth $                         $                     100.00 $                       65.00 
    
Totals $            109,297.22 $                 8,78277 $                 11,808.21 
    
Monthly Budget Needs  $         11,162.00 $         11,162.00 

Budget Needs Met?  $         -2,379.23 $        646.01 
      Sept. 1- 30 ‘21        Oct 1-31 ‘21 

Cumulative Offering totals for  
“Budget Needs Met?”  $            -2,998.99 $         -2,352.78 

    
    

Total Offering Income Needed  
for 2021 Budget $   133,944.00  

 

Offering Income YTD: Jan. 1-Oct. 31, 2021 $     109,267.22   
Total 2021 Offering needs minus   

offering income YTD $    (-24,676.78)   



Trinity Times 
December, 2021 

 
Mission Statement 

To grow in faith in the Triune God, we teach and study God’s Word, 
receive the Sacraments and serve as a joyful witness to believers  

and unbelievers 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

 
 
 “11 Like a dog that returns to his vomit 
    is a fool who repeats his folly. 
12 Do you see a man who is wise in his own 
eyes? 
    There is more hope for a fool than for 
him.” 
Proverbs 26:11-12  
 
21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God through the folly of what we 
preach[a] to save those who 
believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 
1 Corinthians 1:21-24 
 
 I’m sorry if that first reading caught 
you off guard.  Not long ago, we noticed 
that our little dog Max was licking his back 
feet… a lot.  And then we realized that it 
wasn’t just licking; it was chewing.  So we 
made an appointment with the vet to see if 
he had some sort of problem… burrs or 
some kind of scrape.  She looked him over 
and said that if there was ever anything 
wrong, it was long finished… that it must 
just be a habit now; we’d just need to break 
him of it. 
 So when we’d sit on the couch, and 
we’d notice him licking, we’d tell him to 
stop; we’d tell him, “No,” which is not a 
word he’s used to hearing.  He’s actually a 
pretty well-behaved dog, and he’s never 
shown much interest in getting into things.  
So, at first, “No,” was enough to get him to 
stop for a bit.  Then he stopped responding 
to “No,” and we had to look him in the eye 
and say it a bit more forcefully.  Finally, 
we’d have to physically put our hands over 
his paws, and let him know it just wasn’t 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A21-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28368a


going to be an option.  So he got up, looked 
at us all cranky, spun around so his back 
was to us, and started licking again, behind 
his back, where he thought we couldn’t see. 
 And I thought, Is this dog an idiot?  At 
least, that’s what I thought for about two 
seconds, before I remembered the times 
my parents would tell me to turn off the TV 
and go do my homework… and I would 
definitely go to my room… and close the 
door to my room, before turning on the 
screen and watching the very thing I had 
been instructed not to watch out in the 
living room.  And it had never once worked!  
I always got caught.  I had never once 
gotten away with it.  Or the number of 
times I turned my head this way and that, 
to see if anyone was watching, before going 
into the kitchen and getting the thing I 
wasn’t supposed to get.  And I very rarely 
got away with it! 
 And here’s the thing.  Even the times 
I got away with it… I didn’t get away with it.  
There’s One Who sees everything!  And the 
fact is, we don’t care!  It doesn’t cross our 
mind that He’s watching.  And if it does, we 
do what we want anyway. 
 When you think about it, the 
disciplinarian side of Santa Claus is actually 
a little unnecessary.  He’s so often used as a 
threat to get kids to be a little nicer around 
the holidays… with his lumps of coal all 
ready for the naughty boys and girls.  But 
the truth is… we already have Someone 
who sees you when you’re sleeping; He 
knows when you’re awake.  He knows if 
you’ve been bad or good… so be good… for 
goodness’ sake! 
 Well, that’s not entirely true. 
 He doesn’t know if we’ve been bad or 
good… He knows that we’ve been bad.  

Only bad.  And furthermore, He doesn’t say 
that we need to be good just for goodness’ 
sake... but He says that sin is crouching at 
our door, and its desire is for us.  So be 
good, because the alternative is to be apart 
from the only Good One Who Ever Was. 
 But it was too late.  Well… it was too 
late for us.  It wasn’t too late for Him.  So He 
sent His Son.  And His Son was willing to 
come!  And just like He sees each of us… His 
eye was on His Son, sleeping and awake.  
He knew if His Son had been bad or good… 
and all He ever saw was good!  And the 
kicker is… His Son was good... for our sake.  
He’s good, just so that He could give His 
goodness to us! 
 And our punishment, which He took 
from us, was far more than a lump of coal in 
a stocking.  It was lumps and bruises from 
the temple guards, and then the Roman 
guards.  It was whipping, and insults, and a 
crown of thorns, but still He said not a 
word… for us.  It was a humiliating parade 
through the city and a crucifixion and even 
death… and being laid in a borrowed tomb.  
And He did it all for you and me. 
 And in the great reversal that no one 
could stop, even the grave couldn’t hold 
Him.  Hell had no victory.  Our sins and our 
disobedience had no victory… because all 
the victory belonged to Him.  Even death, 
who was not used to hearing the word, “No,” 
was stunned into silence as our Savior got 
the last word. “No.”  It was a “No” to death 
for Him.  And it was a “No” to death for all 
of us!  And you will one day hear Him say 
“No” to death on your behalf.  And He will 
welcome you home. 
 Until then, He works to make you 
good for His sake.  He feeds you, He teaches 
you, He disciplines you, He strengthens you.  



He loves you.  And He gives you gift after 
gift… that brings you… ultimately… back to 
Him.  Amen. 
 
Pastor Jeremy May 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Mighty Mites 
 

November $123.00 – Missouri District 
December – Food Bank  

 
Bid! Went the gavel over 30 times at the LWML 
Purse and Silent Auction fundraiser. And the 
answer to the question – “Can the vicar be an 
auctioneer?” – is a definite YES.  
 
LWML members and 5 guests raised $792 for 
Trinity Youth. The complete turkey dinner 
which consisted of a basket, guest kitchen 
towel, cranberry sauce, large green bean 
casserole, coffee, pumpkin, dressing mix, 
dessert, and an 18 ½ lb turkey went to Mary 
Caudle, a guest from Terre du Lac for a bid of 
$40. Bidders enjoyed cookies, cocktail wieners, 
cheese and crackers, chips and one of the best 
dips we ever tasted. 13 people went home with 
new purses filled with goodies and a feeling of 
good will.  
 
Thanks to the couple from the congregation 
who gave a generous donation.  

Concerning our LWML meetings; meetings are 
on various dates and will not always be on 
Thursday. We will let you know the chosen 
meeting date and time each month. 
 
God's blessings! 
 
~Liz Faries and Charlotte Dole 
 

“Serve the Lord with Gladness” 
Ps. 100:2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trinity’s youth began working in October on 
a Christmas musical entitled, “Sing a Song 
of Christmas” which will be presented in the 
Divine Service on December 12, directed by 
Teresa Rudasill.  They will be joined by the 
Adult Choir in an offering of the Christmas 
story that includes narration, children in 
costume, upbeat new songs, as well as 
familiar Christmas carols for all to sing and 
enjoy.   
 
Elementary Sunday School lessons in 
October have included:  “The Restoring 
King,” as Josiah becomes king of Judah and 
begins the restoration of the temple; “A 
Fiery Marvel,” as Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego remain faithful to the one true 
God; “Abomination Nation,” in which God 
reveals the future of Israel to the prophet 
Ezekiel, and the presence of the Lord 
departs the temple; “The Rescuing Queen,” 
the story of how Esther saves the Jewish 
people and brings Haman to justice.  
October ended with a lesson on the 
Reformation.  November has included 



shorter lessons on All Saints Day and 
Advent, as more time is needed for 
Christmas rehearsal. 
 
Katie and Krissy Hillis have done a 
wonderful job with the Pre-K’s this fall on 
the second and third Sundays of the month!  
They have introduced Josh and Ava to the 
stories of the Creation, Noah, and 
Jonah…with the stories being told on their 
level…with songs…and fun craft projects.   
   
Jen Smith will be stepping down as 
Elementary Sunday School teacher.  Jen’s 
enthusiasm and creativity will be missed!  
Thank you, Jen!  Carol Turner-Smith has 
agreed to teach the fourth Sundays of the 
month.  I know our congregation is very 
appreciative of these ladies, as well as Del 
Weinhold, Kristen Troup, and David 
Schmitt who give of their time in furthering 
the Christian education of our youth.   
 
Sue Cook      
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Tim Bess   12-1 
Matt Nickelson  12-2 
Melissa Hays Meyer 12-3 
Marlene Hedgcorth 12-8 
Adam Froidl  12-9 
Ladonna Portell  12-9 
Wilbur Dickens  12-9 
Jan Faskell   12-10 
Steve Rion   12-12 
Serenity Miller  12-12 
Mackinzie Moore  12-16 
Toni Pepper  12-17 
Renee Schaupert  12-18 

Kaylon Haefner  12-18 
Debra Sopko  12-18 
Dan Deer   12-19 
Michelle Whitehead 12-19 
Steven Jones  12-26 
Layla Caruthers  12-27 
Richard Faskell  12-29 
Michelle Jones  12-29 
Katie Hillis   12-31 

   
 
 
 
 
 

Fred and Polly Schwab 
12-12 

 
Jesse & Melissa Hillis 

12-28 
 

Tim & Elizabeth Bess 
12-31 

 

 
.The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great physician of 
both body and soul, healed a man with 
dropsy by His Word on the Sabbath (Luke 
14:1–6). Dropsy is a paradoxical ailment, 
with an unquenchable craving for drink even 
though the body is over inflated with fluid, a 
craving that, when indulged, served not to 
ease but to feed the disease.  
 
And so, if a man drinks a great deal but is 
never filled, he sees a doctor to inquire 



about what ails him, what is wrong with his 
body, and how to remedy it. For that is not 
thirst but a disease (Seneca, Consolation to 
His Mother Helvia, 11.3).  
 
But if the owner of five couches goes 
looking for 10, or the owner of 10 tables 
buys up as many again, and even though he 
has plenty of land and money, he remains 
unsatisfied and desires yet more, losing 
sleep and always in discontent, does he not 
also require a physician to diagnose the 
cause of this distress?  
 
For this is not want or lack, it’s a disease 
(Aristippus, quoted in Plutarch, Love of 
Wealth, 524b). As St. Augustine of Hippo 
wrote, “we may rightly compare the 
dropsical man to a covetous rich man: For 
the more the one is swollen with excess of 
water, the more he thirsts; so also the other: 
The more he abounds in riches … the more 
eagerly he desires them” (The Sunday 
Sermons of the Great Fathers, 4:135). Both 
require physicians. Both require diagnosis 
and medicine applied from the outside to the 
inward being. For these are not desires to be 
fulfilled but diseases to be cured.  
 
This is why our Lord instructs us to not to be 
consumed by money. “No one can serve two 
masters … You cannot serve God and 
money” (Matt. 6:24; Luke 16:13). Our 
desire for money, like the disease dropsy, is 
never satisfied. We always desire more. We 
think, “If I just had this much then I would 
be happy.”  
 
But even when that much comes, which God 
gladly gives, happiness evades us. The 
desire for more is never satisfied. It demands 
our constant energy, either in procuring 
more or protecting what we already have. 

When this happens, God, in His mercy, 
shows us that the money that He has given is 
no longer serving us, but we it. We have 
another master.  
 
To overcome this, we need a physician’s 
diagnosis and a physician’s remedy. And 
our Lord  Jesus Christ, our great physician 
of both body and soul, applies His Word to 
us as He did to the man healed of dropsy. He 
shows us how we have put our fear, love, 
and trust in our money and not feared, loved, 
and trusted in Him above all things.  
 
In essence, He says, “Stop chasing after 
these fleeting things. They are vanity. They 
are the things that moth and rust destroy. 
You cannot have two masters. Repent!” And 
in seeing our great error, we are sorry that 
we have not fully feared, loved, and trusted 
in God above all things. And, in the mercy 
and grace that He earned for us on the cross, 
He takes away this sin, restores us to health, 
and bids us to live. 
 
But then what? What do we do with this 
healing balm and care that our great 
physician has given? Do we simply go back 
to our old ways? “By no means!” St. Paul 
says (Rom. 3:31; 6:2). We do not just go 
back to the old ways, the ways that lead us 
to death. No, we live a new life, a life filled 
with the grace, mercy and love of God 
toward us. And God’s great mercy, grace, 
and love toward is so abundant that it 
overflows and pours out onto those around 
us.  
 
So we no longer hoard money and 
possessions. We no longer scrape and crawl 
our way to amass more. We give to those 
around us, as God in Christ has given to us. 
We press our money and possessions into 



service for those who need it: our family, 
our society and our church. For money is 
God’s gift to us to serve us and others. Not 
the other way around. It serves us because it 
is a gift from our Father in heaven. 
 
– LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
lcms.org/stewardship 
 
 

 
 
 
 

November Church Statistics 
Date         Worship     Bible Study 
11-5-2021      11   -- 
11-7-2021      55   16 
11-14-2021          67              25 
11-16-2021       9   -- 
11-21-2021     60   21 
11-24-2021       9   -- 
11-28-2021     58   21 
Advent 11-28     13   -- 
 

Financial Report 
 
See the Financial Report page. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


  



   Color and give to your favorite person or people. 
 


