
“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,

but will have the light of life.”  John 8:12
During this Lenten season, we have been looking at the ways that

God gives us His treasures, even though we wander through a
wilderness. Today, we will be looking at His gift of light,

which shines and gives us hope in the darkest situations.
Our Sermon Title: “Light: Shining in the Darkness!”
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Pre - Service Music Ken Thies

Welcome Pastor Paul Appold

Opening Hymn        “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                LSB #427

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation & Opening Sentences
P:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:  Amen.
P:  For our sake God made Jesus to be sin who knew no sin,
C:  So that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.
P:  But He was wounded for our transgressions;
C:  He was crushed for our iniquities;
P:  Upon Him was the punishment that brought us peace,
C:  And with His stripes we are healed.



Confession and Forgiveness
P: Lord Jesus, search our hearts and minds that we may receive Your
Word, share in Your Spirit, and be renewed in our relationships with
You and with one another.

(We observe a moment of silence for personal prayers of confession.)

P: With humble hearts, let us pray together:
C: Lord Jesus, the Father’s only Son, the King of kings and Lord of
lords, hear us as we pray.
P: Darkness seeks to overtake us and rob us of the light, distracting
us from Your never-failing presence in our lives.
C: Our rebellion against You in thought, word, and action is why
You died for us—
P: To forgive our sins, to redeem our lives, and to cancel the debt we
owe to God.
C: With hearts that are humble and lives ever grateful, help us to
receive Your grace, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
P: Almighty God our heavenly Father shows His mercy to us in the
sending of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, the true light of the world
who scatters the darkness of our sin and shines upon us the bright
beams of His mercy. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and
by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Lenten Prayer
P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You are the light of the world, and
no amount of darkness in our world can overcome Your presence
shining in our lives.
C: Renew our hearts and minds during this Lenten season as we
receive the promised treasures of Your Word;
P: For You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.



Old Testament Genesis 1:1-5
P: The Old Testament reading for the third midweek service in Lent is

from Genesis, the first chapter.
1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The

earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of

the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the

waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And

God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from

the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness He called

Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

P:  This is the Word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

First Gospel John 8:12-18
P: The First Gospel lesson is from St. John, the eighth chapter.
12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to Him, “You are bearing witness
about Yourself; Your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even
if I do bear witness about Myself, My testimony is true, for I know
where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know
where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to
the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, My judgment is
true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent
Me. 17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two men is true.
18 I am the one who bears witness about Myself, and the Father who
sent Me bears witness about Me.”
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn                                  “Jesus Loves Me”                           LSB #588

Text and tune: Public domain.

Passion Reading                                                         Matthew 22:36-41
P: The second Gospel lesson is from St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter.
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he
said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And
taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be
sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very
sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And
going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not
as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and found
them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with
me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon Hymn        “My Song is Love Unknown”  LSB #430 v. 1,2,4,7

Text: Public domain Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002659

Sermon                  “Light: Shining in the Darkness!”         John 8:12-18

Offering

Prayers of the Church
P:  Lord, in Your Mercy.
C:  Hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Blessing
P:  Let us bless the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P: May the God of Grace and Glory go with you as you follow this
Lenten path. Wherever it takes you, and to whomever it takes you,
may you go with the blessing of God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit, both now and forever.
C:  Amen.

Closing Hymn                        “Abide with Me”                         LSB #887

5. I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; ills have no weight and tears no
bitterness. Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?

I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6. Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; Shine through the gloom, and point
me to the skies. Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
Tune and Text: Public domain




