
Good morning and welcome to worship!
Today we continue in our series, “Who is this Jesus?” In our Scripture lessons
we will see that Jesus is the perfect payment for our sins. He was sacrificed

on the cross for our sins, so that we would have peace in our lives. Our
sermon title is, “Jesus is the Son of Abraham.” In our service today we
welcome the students of West Shore Lutheran, and also will celebrate

the baptism of William Alvesteffer!
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Pre-Service Music                                                             Michael VanBemmelen

Welcome                                                                                  Pastor Paul Appold

Opening Song                           “Father Welcomes” LSB #605, v. 1,2
(CHORUS) Father welcomes all His children

To His fam'ly through His Son
Father giving His salvation
Life forever has been won

Little children come to Me
For My kingdom is of these
Life and love I have to give

Mercy for your sin   (CHORUS)

In the water, in the Word
In His promise be assured

Those who are baptized and believe
Shall be born again   (CHORUS)

Robin Mann © 1989, 1992 Kevin Mayhew Ltd Mann, Robin CCLI License # 933578

Holy Baptism of William Rees Alvesteffer
Son of Joseph & Elizabeth Alvesteffer

Sponsors: Steve Czerwon & Agnes Bacon
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C:  Amen
P: Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises,
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has
written, “Baptism now saves you.”
The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and
are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would
be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting
condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus
Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.
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P:  What is this child’s name?
R:  William Rees Alvesteffer
P: William, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your + forehead and
upon your + heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

P: Please pray with me…Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict
judgment You condemned the unbelieving world through the flood, yet
according to Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family,
eight souls in all. You drowned hard hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the
Red Sea and yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground,
foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism.
Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish
washing away of sin.
We pray that You would behold, William Rees Alvesteffer according to Your
boundless mercy and bless him with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that
through this saving flood all sin in his life which he himself has committed
since would be drowned and die. Grant that he be kept safe and secure in the
holy ark of the Christian church, being separated from the multitude of
unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a
joyful hope. So that with all believers in Your promise, he would be declared
worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:  Amen

(The Congregation may be seated)

P: From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing
sponsors for baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’
Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to
witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to pray for them,
support them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian faith,
and encourage them toward the faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. They
are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of faith in Christ and
love for the neighbor.
P:  Is it your intention to serve William as sponsors in the Christian faith?
R:  Yes, with the help of God.
P: God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and
with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do.
C:  Amen
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P:  Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
“They brought young children to Jesus that He might touch them; but the
disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was
greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and
do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no
means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them
and blessed them.”
P:  This is the Word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

P:  We pray together:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, and ever.  Amen.

P: The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth
and even + forevermore.
C:  Amen

P: William, do you renounce the devil?
R:  Yes, I renounce him.

P:  Do you renounce all his works?
R:  Yes, I renounce them.

P:  Do you renounce all his ways?
R:  Yes, I renounce them.

P:  Do you believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
R:  Yes, I believe.

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty, from thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead?
R:  Yes, I believe.
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P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting?
R:  Yes, I believe.

P:  William, do you desire to be baptized?
R:  Yes,I  do.

P: William Rees Alvesteffer, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C:  Amen

P: The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you
the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins,
strengthen you with His grace to life + everlasting.
C:  Amen

P: Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the
Light of the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for
His coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with him into the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end.
Elder: In Holy Baptism, God the Father has made William, a member of His
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and heirs with us of all the treasures of heaven in
the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name
as our brother in Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His
gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His
marvelous light.
C:  Amen.  We welcome you in the name of the Lord.

P:  Let us pray…
Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that
You graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted William,
the new birth in Holy Baptism and made him a member of Your Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, and an heir of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You
that as he has now become Your child, You would keep him in his baptismal
grace, that according to Your good pleasure he may faithfully grow to lead a
godly life to the praise and honor of Your holy name and finally with all Your
saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
C:  Amen
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P:  Peace + be with you.
C:  Amen

Anthem                          “Angels We Have Heard on High”                   K - 2 Bells
(During the playing of the anthem, two candles of the Advent wreath will be lit,

to remind us of the Hope and Peace that Jesus brings.)

Time of Confession and Forgiveness
P: On this Second Sunday in Advent, our focus prepares us for the peace
Jesus brings to life. Our sin causes chaos in our lives. Please join me then as
we confess together.

(a time of silence)

All: Father, we gather as Your people, confessing we don’t always live like
Your people. We get caught up in the chaos and busyness of our living, and
give very little attention to You. We have not loved You with our whole
heart. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are often selfish,
prideful, and greedy. Please forgive our sins, Lord! And grant us Your Holy
Spirit so that we may overcome the temptations of the devil, the world, and
our sinful flesh.
P: God has called us to Himself. He has ransomed us through the cross of
Christ, and empowers us through the empty tomb to live as His people. He
pours out His Holy Spirit upon us, that we might be joyful and abundant in
our faith. You are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
All:  Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus, come!

Song of Praise                           “Mighty to Save”
Everyone needs compassion - Love that's never failing

Let mercy fall on me
Everyone needs forgiveness - The kindness of a Savior

The hope of nations

(CHORUS) Savior, He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save - He is mighty to save

Forever, Author of salvation
He rose and conquered the grave - Jesus conquered the grave
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So take me as You find me - All my fears and failures
Fill my life again

I give my life to follow - Everything I believe in
Now I surrender

(CHORUS) Savior, He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save - He is mighty to save

Forever, Author of salvation
He rose and conquered the grave - Jesus conquered the grave

(BRIDGE)   Shine your light - And let the whole world see
We're singing for the glory - Of the risen King, Jesus

Shine your light - And let the whole world see
We're singing for the glory - Of the risen King

(CHORUS) Savior, He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save - He is mighty to save

Forever, Author of salvation
He rose and conquered the grave - Jesus conquered the grave

(BRIDGE)   Shine your light - And let the whole world see
We're singing for the glory - Of the risen King, Jesus

Shine your light - And let the whole world see
We're singing for the glory - Of the risen King

Ben Fielding | Reuben Morgan  © 2006 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License # 933578

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray… Almighty God, we gather on this second Sunday in Advent
with high expectation. Please open our hearts for Christ to come to us here
and now, as Your Word is read and proclaimed. Prepare us to learn and grow
in our faith. Fill us with the power of the Holy Spirit so that we are ready for
Jesus to return in glory.
All:  In Jesus name. Amen.

First Reading Genesis 22:1-14
God tests Abraham and calls for him to sacrifice his only son, Isaac. But, when God sees the

faith of Abraham, he delivers Isaac, and provides a ram in his place to sacrifice.

R: The First Reading for the Second Sunday in Advent is from the book of
Genesis, the 22nd chapter.
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After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he
said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on
one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and
his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went
to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up
his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men,
“Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and
come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and
laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they
went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My
father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will
provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both
of them together.
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the
altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him
on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and
took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him
from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He
said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know
that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son,
from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind
him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took
the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham
called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this
day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Romans 8:31-34
Through inspiration, Paul reminds us that God is for us, not against us. He points us to Jesus,

who is the One who died, was raised, is at the right hand, and is now interceding for us.

R: The Second Reading is from the book of Romans, the 8th chapter:
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against
us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will
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he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any
charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn?
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at
the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Matthew 20:20-28
Jesus reminds the mother of James and John that He has come

to give His life as a ransom for many.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th chapter.

C: Glory to You, O Lord.
20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and

kneeling before him she asked him for something. 21 And he said to her,

“What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are

to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 22 Jesus

answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the

cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” 23 He said to them,

“You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine

to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 24

And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. 25 But

Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles

lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall

not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your

servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even

as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a

ransom for many.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Anthem                          West Shore Lutheran School Students
“Away in a Manger”

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”
Texts & tunes: Public domain.
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Children’s Message

Sermon Hymn                       “Hark! The Glad Sound”                          LSB #349

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon “Jesus is the Son of Abraham!”  Matt. 1:1; Gen. 22:1-14

Offering

Prayers of the Church
P: Lord, when we are tested,
C: You will provide a way out!

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Blessing
P:  Because Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to Me…”
C:  We will go and make disciples of all nations—
P:  Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C:  And teaching them to obey everything He has commanded us.
All:  To the very end of the age!

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

Closing Hymn                                  “Our God”
Water You turned into wine - Opened the eyes of the blind

There's no one like You, None like You
Into the darkness You shine - Out of the ashes we rise

There's no one like You, None like You

(CHORUS) Our God is greater - Our God is stronger
God You are higher than any other

Our God is healer - Awesome in power
Our God our God

Into the darkness You shine - Out of the ashes we rise
There's no one like You, None like You

(CHORUS) Our God is greater - Our God is stronger
God You are higher than any other

Our God is healer - Awesome in power
Our God our God
(REPEAT CHORUS)

(BRIDGE 1) And if our God is for us - Then who could ever stop us
And if our God is with us - Then what could stand against

And if our God is for us - Then who could ever stop us
And if our God is with us - Then what could stand against

What could stand against
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(CHORUS) Our God is greater - Our God is stronger
God You are higher than any other

Our God is healer - Awesome in power
Our God our God

(CHORUS) Our God is greater - Our God is stronger
God You are higher than any other

Our God is healer - Awesome in power
Our God our God

(BRIDGE 2) And if our God is for us - Then who could ever stop us
And if our God is with us - Then what could stand against

And if our God is for us - Then who could ever stop us
And if our God is with us - Then what could stand against

Then what could stand against
(CHORUS)
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