
 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                Mark 12:28-34 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 12th chapter.  

C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and 

seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most 

important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 

God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 

these.” 32 And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he 

is one, and there is no other besides him. 33 And to love him with all the heart and with 

all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is 

much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 And when Jesus saw that he 

answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after 

that no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Good morning and welcome to worship!  

Today we continue on in our summer theme on the 

disciples, called “The Twelve Plus One!”  We will focus in 

on Simon, the Zealot, today. Like Simon the Zealot, we 

truly need to learn to love the Lord our God, and our 

neighbor as ourselves. Our sermon title for today is, 

“Zeal for the Lord!” 
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Opening Psalm                                                  Psalm 119:81-84; 88 

P:  My soul longs for your salvation; 

C:  I hope in Your Word. 

P:  My eyes long for Your promise 

C:  I ask, “When will You comfort me?” 

P:  For I have become like a wineskin in the smoke 

C:  Yet I have not forgotten Your statutes. 

P:  How long must your servant endure? 

C:  When will You judge those who persecute me? 

P:  In Your steadfast love, give me life 

C:  That I may keep the testimonies of Your mouth. 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit.  

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day 

P:  Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice 

of Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive 

with thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily follow 

in His way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Old Testament Reading Leviticus 19:1-2; 15-18 

  And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to all the 

congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be 

holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 
  15 “You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the 

poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge 

your neighbor. 16 You shall not go around as a slanderer among 

your people, and you shall not stand up against the life of your 

neighbor: I am the LORD. 
  17 “You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall 

reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of 

him. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the 

sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself: I am the LORD. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord.  

   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading Hebrews 11:1-16 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 

By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of 

God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 
4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 

through which he was commended as righteous, God commending 

him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he 

still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see 

death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before 

he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6 And 

without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw 

near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 

seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as 

yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his 

household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the 

righteousness that comes by faith. 
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place 

that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing 

where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land of promise, 

as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him 

of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has 

foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah 

herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, 

since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from 

one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many 

as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand 

by the seashore. 
13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but 

having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having 

acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For 

people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, 

they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a 

better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed 

to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

R:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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