
Good morning, and welcome to worship!
We are glad that you are joining us today! Today we celebrate Jesus’
ascension to the right hand of the Father. His ascension is a time to
celebrate the fulfillment of His word. Our sermon title for today is

“Hands Lifted to Bless!“ During our service today, we will also have a
“Laying of the Wreath” ceremony on this Memorial Day Weekend.
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Pre-Service Music                                                             Michael VanBemmelen

Welcome                                                                                  Pastor Paul Appold

Opening Song               “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                     LSB #525

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation & Psalm of the Day                                                        Psalm 47:1-5
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:  Amen.
P:  Today we give thanks for Jesus’ ascension into heaven!
C:  Praise God for the fulfillment of His Word!
P:  Clap your hands, all peoples!
C:  Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
P:  For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared
C:  A great king over all the earth.



P:  He subdued peoples under us
C:  And nations under our feet.
P:  He chose our heritage for us,
C:  The pride of Jacob whom He loves.
P:  God has gone up with a shout,
C:  The Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in
the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

Time of Confession and Forgiveness
P: Our God welcomes us to come to Him to repent of our sins. He promises
that He will give us rest from the sin and burdens of our lives. Please join me
then as we confess together…

(We pause silently to focus on God’s Word)

All: Heavenly Father, we come to You with many burdens in our lives. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. We have not loved You
as we ought, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly
sorry for our sin. Please forgive us, and grant us Your Holy Spirit to
overcome the temptations from the devil, the world and our sinful flesh.
Amen.
P: In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for the sins of
all people. His glorious ascension to heaven shows the fulfillment of His
saving work for us. You are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
All:  Amen!  Praise, honor, and glory to You, O Lord!

Song of Praise                      "How Great is Our God”
The splendor of the King - Clothed in majesty
Let all the earth rejoice - All the earth rejoice

He wraps Himself in light - And darkness tries to hide
And trembles at His voice - And trembles at His voice

(CHORUS) How great is our God
Sing with me - How great is our God

And all will see how great - How great is our God



And age to age He stands - And time is in His hands
Beginning and the End - Beginning and the End

The Godhead three in one - Father Spirit Son
The Lion and the Lamb - The Lion and the Lamb

(CHORUS) How great is our God
Sing with me - How great is our God

And all will see how great - How great is our God

(BRIDGE)   Name above all names - Worthy of all praise
My heart will sing - How great is our God

(CHORUS)
Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves  © 2004 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)  sixsteps Music

(Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)  Alletrop Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)  CCLI License # 933578

Prayer of the Day
P: Living God, You are here with us. You have fulfilled all of Your promises to
us. As you opened the minds of Your apostles, so open our minds to help us
understand Your will for our lives. Help us to be Your faithful witnesses in
both word and deed.
C:  In Jesus Name. Amen.

First Reading Acts 1:1-11
Although the disciples do not fully understand it yet, Jesus ascends to heaven.
He promises them that they will soon be baptized with the Holy Spirit.

R: The First Reading for the celebration of Ascension Day is from the book of
Acts, the 1st chapter.
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do
and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He
presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing
to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem,
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from
me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.”
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to



know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white
robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven.”
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Ephesians 1:15-23
The Apostle Paul speaks here about Jesus Christ who is seated at the right hand in the

heavenly places. He is the head of His church, which is His body.

R: The Second Reading is from the book of Ephesians, the 1st chapter:
15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of
his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of
his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all
things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Luke 24:44-53
Jesus opens the minds of His disciples and leads them to Bethany.

There He lifts up His hands to bless them and then ascends into heaven.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.



44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that
repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And
behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city
until you are clothed with power from on high.”
50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed
them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into
heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,
53 and were continually in the temple blessing God.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C: I believe in one God,the Father Almighty,maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come.  Amen.

Children’s Message



Sermon Hymn                    “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”                   LSB #493

Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, and be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Then, throned with You forever, we - shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

O risen Christ, ascended Lord, all praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia!

You are, while endless ages run, with Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002659 Tune: Public domain



Sermon “Hands Lifted to Bless”                      Luke 24:44-53

Offering

Roll Call and the Placing of the Wreath
Roy Bartos, Staff Sergeant, US Air Force

Dawn Francis, Sergeant, US Air Force
Thomas Francis, Staff Sergeant, US Air Force
Larry Hein, Airman First Class, US Air Force
Thomas R. Jandt, 1st Sergeant, US Air Force

John Gallagher, Hospitalman, 2nd Class, US Navy
Rodney P. Puseman, Petty Officer, 1st Class, US Navy

Tribute to the Faithful             “ Taps”                 Megan Gallagher
Taps Bugle Call by U.S. Army Bands, Public Domain

Prayer for Our Nation Roy Bartos
Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You today for placing us in this
nation. We rejoice to have this land as our home. We recognize that we easily
drift into actions and activities that threaten to destroy the way of life we
have come to enjoy. Bless our land we pray. Strengthen the systems that
seem weak; guide our President and the other officials who are elected and
appointed to serve. Help our Supreme Court to make decisions that uphold
and honor the Bible. Where there is sin, lead them to see the error of their
ways. Give them wisdom to work in ways that will benefit the whole nation.
Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  Amen.

Hymn for Our Nation “God Bless Our Native Land” LSB #965
God bless our native land; firm may she ever stand

Through storm and night.
When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave,

Do Thou our country save by Thy great might.

So shall our prayers arise to God above the skies; on Him we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh, guarding with watchful eye,

To Thee aloud we cry: God save the state!
Text & Tune: Public domain.



Prayers of the Church
P: Lord, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

We Prepare
P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through
Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of
the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and
salvation that come to us in His body and blood.
C:  Amen. Praise, honor, and glory to You, O Christ!

Words of Institution
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My body which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Peace of the Lord
P:  The Peace of the Lord be with you!
C:  And also with you!

Distribution



Communion Song                         “Above All”
Above all powers above all kings

Above all nature and all created things
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man

You were here before the world began

Above all kingdoms above all thrones
Above all wonders the world has ever known
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth

There's no way to measure
What You're worth

(CHORUS) Crucified laid behind the stone
You lived to die rejected and alone
Like a rose trampled on the ground
You took the fall and thought of me

Above all
Lenny LeBlanc | Paul Baloche © 1999 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)

LenSongs Publishing CCLI License # 933578

Blessing
P: Jesus said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you,
C: And you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.”

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious unto you, the Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace.
All: Amen.

Closing Song                          “Shout to the North”
(MEN)   Men of faith rise up and sing

Of the great and glorious King
You are strong when you feel weak

In your brokenness complete



(CHORUS) Shout to the north and the south
Sing to the east and the west

Jesus is Savior to all
Lord of heaven and earth

(WOMEN)   Rise up women of the truth
Stand and sing to broken hearts

Who can know the healing pow'r
Of our awesome King of love   (CHORUS)

(BRIDGE)   We've been through fire we've been through rain
We've been refined by the pow'r of His name

We've fallen deeper in love with You
You've burned the truth on our lips   (CHORUS)

(ALL)   Rise up church with broken wings
Fill this place with songs again
Of our God who reigns on high

By His grace again we'll fly   (CHORUS)

(ENDING)    Lord of heaven and earth
Lord of heaven and earth
Lord of heaven and earth

Martin Smith © 1995 Curious? Music UK (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License # 933578


