
Good morning and welcome to worship today!
We are happy that you are here with us! Today is “Life Sunday.”

It is the celebration of the gift of human life. In so many ways human life is devalued in
our society today. In the Gospel of John, Jesus says to His disciples, “You did not choose

Me, but I chose you and appointed you to bear fruit”… This is a message for all of us
today as well. We have all been chosen to “bear fruit” for the Lord.

Our sermon title for today is “God Chose You!”
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Pre - Service Music Mary Klinter

Welcome Pastor Paul Appold

Opening Song “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)”
(CHORUS) Bless the Lord O my soul - O my soul

Worship His holy name
Sing like never before - O my soul

I'll worship Your holy name

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes (CHORUS)

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger
Your name is great and Your heart is kind

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find (CHORUS)

And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending

Ten thousand years and then forevermore (CHORUS)

(ENDING)   Worship Your holy name
Lord I'll worship Your holy name
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Invocation
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C:  Amen.

Opening Verses                                                                    Psalm 139:1-4; 13-17
P:  O Lord, you have searched me and you know me.
C:  You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.
P:  You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
C:  Before a word is on my tongue, you know it completely, O Lord



P:   For You created my inmost being, you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
C:   I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are
wonderful, I know that full well.
P:  My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.
When I was woven in the depths of the earth, Your eyes saw my unformed body.
C:  All the days ordained for me were written in Your book before one of them
came to be.
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the
beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen.

Time of Confession and Forgiveness
P: God created us and chose us to serve Him. He welcomes us to bring our
sins and sorrows to Him and He will forgive us and give us rest for our souls.
Please join me as we confess our sins together.

(We kneel beneath the cross, to consider our lives as God’s people)

P:  Merciful Father and Maker of all…
C: We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
action. We have often turned aside from Your Word and Your grace to
worship our own desires instead. We have not respected life as Your gift or
treated our neighbors as treasures. On our own we deserve punishment,
but in Your steadfast compassion, forgive our sin. Remember us as those for
whom Your dear Son Jesus died. Bring forth in us true repentance and trust
that we, Your humble creatures may be saved, according to the favor of
Your name. Amen.
P: The Lord has given Himself through His Son Jesus, who became human
and was crucified, that in His resurrection all humanity would be redeemed.
In the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C:  Amen. Praise the Lord for His goodness!

Song of Praise                      “The Wonderful Cross”
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died

My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

See from His head His hands His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown



(CHORUS) O the wonderful cross - O the wonderful cross
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live

O the wonderful cross - O the wonderful cross
All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name

Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small

Love so amazing so divine
Demands my soul my life my all   (CHORUS)

Chris Tomlin | Isaac Watts | J. D. Walt | Jesse Reeves | Lowell Mason © 2000 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI
Christian Music Publishing) sixsteps Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License # 933578

Prayer of the Day
P: Please pray with me…Heavenly Father, before the foundation of the world, You
chose us to be Your Sons and daughters. Help us to view every human life as
created, redeemed, and called to be Your precious treasures, that we receive each
neighbor as a gift and privilege with whom we may rejoice as brothers and sisters
in Your everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord…
C:  Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 49:1-7
God says through the prophet Isaiah that we were chosen to be a light to bring salvation to all people.

R: The First Reading for the Third Sunday after Epiphany is from the book of Isaiah,
the 49th chapter.
1 Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The LORD
called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 2 He
made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made
me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. 3 And he said to me, “You are
my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and
vanity; yet surely my right is with the LORD, and my recompense with my God.”
5And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to
bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him—for I am
honored in the eyes of the LORD, and my God has become my strength—6 he says:
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply
despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers:



“Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because of
the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
God chose what is weak and lowly in the world to shame the strong.

R: The Second Reading is from the book of 1st Corinthians, the 1st chapter:
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak
in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no
human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in
Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn                                “Jesus Loves Me This I Know”                        LSB #588
Jesus loves me! This I know,

For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong;

They are weak, but He is strong.

(REFRAIN) Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!

The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! He who died
Heaven’s gates to open wide.

He has washed away my sin,
Lets His little child come in. (REFRAIN)

Text: Public domain



Holy Gospel John 15:12-17
Jesus reminds His disciples that He chose them and appointed them to bear fruit that will last.

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.
12 (Jesus said)“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life
for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No
longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I
have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.
17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
All:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Children’s Message                                                                Pastor Paul Appold



Sermon Hymn               “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”                LSB #575
My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. (REFRAIN)

(REFRAIN) On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale

My anchor holds within the veil. (REFRAIN)

His oath, His covenant and blood
Support me in the raging flood;

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay. (REFRAIN)

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may I then in Him be found,

Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne! (REFRAIN)

Text and tune: Public domain

Message “God Chose You!” John 15:12-17

Offering

Prayers of the Church
(Response to the petitions)

P: Lord, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



We Prepare
P: Out of love for us, Jesus has given us His very Body and Blood under this bread
and wine, so that we would have the forgiveness of sins and hope for every
situation of life.
C: We thank You Lord for choosing us, and appointing us to bear fruit in Your
kingdom.
P: Jesus' will is that these fruits of faith in us would continue to abide to eternal
life in heaven.
C: Grant us courage and patience to hold firm to Your Word in every area of our
lives.

Words of Institution
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My body which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Peace of the Lord
P:  The Peace of the Lord be with you!
C:  And also with you.

Distribution
P:  Take and eat, this is the true body given into death for your sins.
C:  Amen
P:  Take and drink, this is the true blood that was shed for the forgiveness of your
sins.
C:  Amen

Dismissal Blessing
P:  Now may this body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord, keep you always in the
true faith to life everlasting.
All:  Amen

Communion Song                     “How Beautiful”
How beautiful the hands that served

The wine and the bread and the sons of the earth
How beautiful the feet that walked

The long dusty roads and the hill to the cross



(CHORUS) How beautiful how beautiful
How beautiful is the body of Christ

How beautiful the heart that bled
That took all my sin and bore it instead

How beautiful the tender eyes
That chose to forgive and never despise   (CHORUS)

(BRIDGE)   And as He laid down His life
We offer this sacrifice

That we will live just as He died
Willing to pay the price
Willing to pay the price

How beautiful the radiant Bride
Who waits for her Groom with His light in her eyes

How beautiful when humble hearts give
The fruit of pure lives so that others may live   (CHORUS)

How beautiful the feet that bring
The sound of good news and the love of the King

How beautiful the hands that serve
The wine and the bread and the sons of the earth   (CHORUS)
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Post - Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray… We give thanks to You, almighty God that You have refreshed us
through this healing gift, and we ask You that through Your mercy that You would
strengthen us in faith and in true love to one another, through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C:  Amen

Closing Litany
P:  Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
C:  The Great Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant
P:  Equip you with everything good that you may do His will
C:  Working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ
All:  To Him be glory forever, and ever.  Amen.



Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C:  Amen.

Closing Hymn “One Thing Remains (Your Love Never Fails)”
Higher than the mountains that I face
Stronger than the power of the grave
Constant in the trial and the change

One thing remains - One thing remains

(INTERLUDE)
Your love Your love Your love will never change

Higher than the mountains that I face
Stronger than the power of the grave
Constant in the trial and the change

One thing remains - One thing remains

(CHORUS) Your love never fails
It never gives up

Never runs out on me   (REPEAT 3X)
Your love

On and on and on and on it goes
It overwhelms and satisfies my soul
And I never ever have to be afraid

One thing remains - One thing remains   (CHORUS)

(BRIDGE)    In death in life I'm confident and
Cover'd by the power of Your great love

My debt is paid there's nothing that
Can separate my heart from Your great love   (REPEAT BRIDGE)

Higher than the mountains that I face
Stronger than the power of the grave
Constant in the trial and the change

One thing remains - One thing remains
Your love
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