
Good morning and welcome to worship today!
Today we continue our Advent theme, “The Word Became Flesh.” It was God’s plan to

send someone to prepare the way for His Son, Jesus Christ. That person who prepared
the way was John the Baptist. John called people to repent of their sins and prepare for

their Savior. Our sermon title is, “A Man Named John.”

3225 Roosevelt Road, Muskegon MI
231.755.1292 - tlcmuskegon.org

Sunday, December 5, 2021
2nd Sunday in Advent

10:30 LATE SERVICE



Pre - Service Music Michael VanBemmelen

Welcome Pastor Paul Appold

Opening Song “Here I am to Worship”
Light of the world You stepped down into darkness

Opened my eyes let me see
Beauty that made this heart adore You

Hope of a life spent with You

(CHORUS) So here I am to worship, Here I am to bow down
Here I am to say that You're my God

You're altogether lovely, Altogether worthy
Altogether wonderful to me

King of all days oh so highly exalted
Glorious in heaven above

Humbly You came to the earth You created
All for love's sake became poor (CHORUS)

(BRIDGE)  And I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross

And I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross  (CHORUS)

Tim Hughes © 2000 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing CCLI License # 933578

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C:   Amen

Opening Litany
P:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.
C:  He was with God in the beginning.
P:  Through Him all things were made
C:  Without Him nothing was made that has been made.
P:  In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.
C:  The light shines in the darkness but the darkness has not overcome it.
P:  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
C:  We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only.



P:  Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
C:  From His fullness we have all received grace upon grace.
P:  The Law was given through Moses.
C:  Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

Time of Confession and Forgiveness
P:  Out of the truth of God’s Word, we are invited to come to Him, to confess
our sins and receive His gracious forgiveness.

(We kneel beneath the cross, to confess our sins)

P:  Heavenly Father,
C: Please remove the obstacle of pride that stubbornly stands in the way of
trusting in You for all of our life. Forgive us of all of our sins of thought,
word, and action. Where we have stubborn hearts of stone, break and
soften them, so that we may be molded into Your likeness. Send Your Holy
Spirit to strengthen our faith and lead us to increase and abound in Your
love.
P: As high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is God’s steadfast
love for those who fear Him! (Ps. 103:11) As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, I announce to you that you are forgiven in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C:  Amen!  Thank you for Your good and steadfast love!

Song of Praise                         "Light One Candle"               AGPS #163, vs. 1&2
Light one candle for hope

One bright candle for hope,
He brings hope to ev’ry heart,

He comes! He comes!

Light one candle for peace,
One bright candle for peace,

He brings peace to ev’ry heart,
He comes! He comes!
Text and Tune: Natalie Sleeth

Prayer of the Day
P: Holy Lord, You prepared the Way for Your Son to come into this world, by
sending John the Baptist to call people to repentance. We pray that you would
prepare our hearts today so that we may hear Your Good News today as well.
C:  We ask this in the powerful name of Jesus. Amen.



First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11
Through Isaiah, God speaks about the coming of John the Baptist,

who will prepare the way for the Lord.

R: The First Reading for the Second Sunday in Advent is from the book of Isaiah,
the 40th chapter.
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her
iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her
sins.
3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in
the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its
beauty is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the
breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers,
the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of
Judah, “Behold your God!”
10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
The Apostle Paul speaks about the call to preach the Gospel to all people.

R: The Second Reading is from the book of 1 Corinthians, the 9th chapter:
16 For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is
laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I do this of my own
will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a
stewardship. 18 What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present the
gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.
19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might
win more of them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the
law) that I might win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as



one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ)
that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might
win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save
some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its
blessings.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Anthem                        “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”               Tom Jandt
Text and Tune: Public domain.

Holy Gospel John 1:6-9;15
John the Baptist came as a witness about Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.
15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said,
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”)
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Children’s Message



Sermon Hymn           “Lift Up Your Heads Ye Mighty Gates”                LSB #341

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon “A Man Named John” John 1:6-9;15

Offering

Voluntary                        “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”           Jen & Lily Braden
Text and tune: Public domain



Anniversary and Affirmation of Marriage                 Dennis and Janet Johnson
P:  Beloved in the Lord, Dennis and Janet have come before the Lord to
commemorate and renew their solemn vows of holy matrimony which they first
spoke to each other 50 years ago. Thankful for the mercy and kindness that our
heavenly Father has showered upon them, they seek His continued gracious care.
We also offer praise and thanksgiving to the Lord for holy matrimony and join with
Dennis and Janet in imploring His love and goodness.

Genesis 2:18-24
Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make
him a helper fit for him.” 19 Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every
beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to
see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature,
that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the
heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a
helper fit for him. 21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man,
and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the
rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and
brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of
Man.” 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his
wife, and they shall become one flesh.

P:  Dennis, do you in the presence of God and of this congregation reaffirm the
pledge you made when you took to yourself Janet as your wife?
D:  I do.
P:  Janet, do you in the presence of God and this congregation reaffirm the pledge
you made when you took to yourself Dennis as your husband?
J:  I do.

Please repeat after the pastor

D:  Janet, my beloved wife, I reaffirm my sincere promise to be your husband
and I ask the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ, that renewed by His loving
kindness and sustained by His grace, I will be faithful until death parts us.
J:  Dennis, my beloved husband, I reaffirm my sincere promise to be your wife
and I ask the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ, that renewed by His loving
kindness and sustained by His grace, I will be faithful until death parts us.
P:  Dennis and Janet, our merciful God and Father has sustained and blessed you
throughout your wedded life. May He, who is ever faithful in love and compassion,
continue to grant you His grace so that, with true fidelity and steadfast love, you



may ever honor and keep your promises, grow in love toward Him and for each
other, and come at last to the eternal joys that He has promised. In the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
P:  The almighty and gracious God continue to bless you that you may please Him
in both body and soul and live together in holy love until your life’s end.
C:  Amen

P:  Let us pray…
P:  O God our dwelling place in all generations, look with favor upon the homes of
our land.  Embrace husbands and wives, parents and children in the arms of Your
love, and grant that each, in reverence for Christ, fulfill the duties You have given.
Bless our homes that they may ever be a shelter for the defenseless, a fortress for
the tempted, a resting place for the weary, and a foretaste of our eternal home
with You: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen
P:  Dennis and Jan, may your hearts continue to be united in love and faithfulness
and your home remain a dwelling place for the Lord.  At the end of your pilgrimage
here on earth, may you together see God face to face and enjoy that glory which
He has promised to all who abide in His love to the end.
C:  Amen
P: May the love of God be above you to overshadow you, beneath you to uphold
you, before you to guide you, behind you to protect you, close beside you and
within you to make you able for all things, and to reward your faithfulness with the
joy and peace which the world cannot give -- neither can it take away. Through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, to whom be glory now and evermore.
C:  Amen.

Dennis and Janet return to their place of worship

Prayers of the Church
(Response to the petitions)

P: Lord, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction
P:  The Apostle John writes his Gospel so that we may believe.
C:  That Jesus is the Christ.
P:  The Son of God
C:  And that by believing we may have life in His name.
P:  Go forth in His name -Father, Son, and Holy Spirit- for in His name you have life.
C:  Abundant life.
P:  Joyful life
C:  Eternal life
All:  Amen.

Closing Hymn "Your Name (Christmas Version)”
Humbly to the earth You came

Born into this world to say
God with us Emmanuel

Now we adore Your Name

(CHORUS) Your Name is a strong and mighty tower
Your Name is a shelter like no other

Your Name let the nations sing it louder
For nothing has the power to save

But Your Name

Jesus in Your Name we pray
Come and fill our hearts today

Lord give us strength to live for You
And glorify Your Name

(CHORUS)

(INTERLUDE)   Wonderful Counselor Prince of Peace

(CHORUS)

(ENDING)   God with us Emmanuel
God with us Emmanuel
God with us Emmanuel

Now we adore Your Name
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Everyone is invited to the parlor after the church service today to help us celebrate
Dennis and Jan's 50th anniversary! Please join us for cake and punch and fellowship!

Hope to see you there!


