Good morning and welcome to worship today!
As we reflect on this idea of truth, we come to realize that there are many competing
claims to "truth." In our world today, just about everything is relative, including truth.
But that leads us down some rather dark paths rather quickly. What is "truth" to me
may, in fact, impact what you perceive to be "truth" leading to serious confrontations at
very deep levels. But the Church refuses to play those games. We have an objective
source of truth who leads and guides us through the objections and opinions of man.
Only God gives us the truth. Our sermon title for today is, “Who Determines Truth?”
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Pre-Service Music

Michael Van Bemmelen

Welcome
Opening Song

Pastor Paul Appold
“Goodness of God”
I love You Lord
Oh Your mercy never fails me
All my days
I've been held in Your hands
From the moment that I wake up
Until I lay my head
I will sing of the goodness of God
(CHORUS) All my life You have been faithful
All my life You have been so so good
With every breath that I am able
I will sing of the goodness of God
I love Your voice
You have led me through the fire
In darkest night
You are close like no other
I've known You as a father
I've known You as a friend
I have lived in the goodness of God
CHORUS
(BRIDGE) Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me
Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me
With my life laid down I’m surrendered now
I give You everything
Your goodness is running after
It's running after me (REPEAT BRIDGE)
CHORUS TWICE
I will sing of the goodness of God
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Invocation & Verses of Truth
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The LORD is near to all who call on Him,
C: To all who call on Him in truth
P: I, the LORD, speak the truth.
C: I declare what is right.
P: The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.
C: We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

Time of Confession and Forgiveness
P: Our gracious God mercifully calls us to confess our sins to Him. His Word
teaches, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.” As His beloved children, let us
together, confess our sins and receive His forgiveness.
(Please kneel, as you are able, and at first, silently consider your life
according to the Ten Commandments.)

All: Merciful Lord, You have given us so many wonderful blessings in our
lives, but we have often failed to recognize them. Please forgive us for all of
our sins of thought, word, and action. Especially forgive us for our stubborn
and ungrateful hearts, which cause us to grumble and complain about the
situations of our lives, instead of trusting in You. Please send us Your Holy
Spirit to increase our faith, and help us to rejoice in the truth of Your Word
and the treasure of the Good News of Jesus Christ that we have been given.
P: The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. (Psalm 145:8) As a called and ordained servant of the Lord, I
announce to you that your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, may your
lips praise the Lord all the days of your life!
All: Amen! Thank You Lord for Your powerful grace!

Song of Praise

“What a Beautiful Name”
You were the Word at the beginning
One with God the Lord Most High
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in You our Christ

(CHORUS 1) What a beautiful Name it is
What a beautiful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a beautiful Name it is - Nothing compares to this
What a beautiful Name it is - The Name of Jesus
You didn't want heaven without us
So Jesus You brought heaven down
My sin was great Your love was greater
What could separate us now
(CHORUS 2) What a wonderful Name it is
What a wonderful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a wonderful Name it is - Nothing compares to this
What a wonderful Name it is - The Name of Jesus
What a wonderful Name it is - The Name of Jesus
(BRIDGE) Death could not hold You
The veil tore before You
You silence the boast of sin and grave
The heavens are roaring
The praise of Your glory
For You are raised to life again
You have no rival
You have no equal
Now and forever God You reign
Yours is the kingdom
Yours is the glory
Yours is the Name above all names
(CHORUS 3) What a powerful Name it is
What a powerful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a powerful Name it is - Nothing can stand against
What a powerful Name it is - The Name of Jesus
(ENDING) What a powerful Name it is - The Name of Jesus
What a powerful Name it is - The Name of Jesus
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Opening Prayer
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, You are unlike any other so-called "gods." They
are known and worshiped through blocks of wood and chunks of metal that
cannot hear, speak, or help in any way. But You are known and worshiped through
Your Son, the Word made flesh, truth incarnate. Help us to bring our lives in line
with Him so that we see you as you are: the God who determines truth; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.

First Reading

Isaiah 45:18-25 (CSB)

The Lord clearly shows the differences between Himself and all the other so-called
“gods” of the world. He is the Lord, and there is no other.

R: The First Reading for the Second Sunday after Pentecost is from the book
of Isaiah, the 45th chapter:
18

For this is what the Lord says— the Creator of the heavens, the God who formed
the earth and made it, the one who established it (he did not create it to be a
wasteland, but formed it to be inhabited)— he says, “I am the Lord, and there is
no other. 19 I have not spoken in secret, somewhere in a land of darkness. I did not
say to the descendants of Jacob: Seek me in a wasteland. I am the Lord, who
speaks righteously, who declares what is right. 20 “Come, gather together, and
approach, you fugitives of the nations. Those who carry their wooden idols and
pray to a god who cannot save have no knowledge. 21 Speak up and present your
case,— yes, let them consult each other. Who predicted this long ago? Who
announced it from ancient times? Was it not I, the Lord? There is no other God
but me, a righteous God and Savior; there is no one except me. 22 Turn to me and
be saved, all the ends of the earth. For I am God, and there is no other. 23 By
myself I have sworn; truth has gone from my mouth, a word that will not be
revoked: Every knee will bow to me, every tongue will swear allegiance. 24 It will be
said about me, ‘Righteousness and strength are found only in the Lord.’ ” All who
are enraged against him will come to him and be put to shame. 25 All the
descendants of Israel will be justified and boast in the Lord.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Scripture quotation has been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.
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Second Reading

2 Corinthians 4:5-12 (ESV)

It is the power and mystery of Christ that works in and through us - mere humans made of dust.
This power is not from us; it is from God who reveals true life through Jesus.

R: The Second Reading is from the book of 2nd Corinthians, the 4th chapter:
5

For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as
your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but
not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus,
so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live
are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also
may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn

“Seek Ye First”

LSB #712

Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness
And all these things shall be added unto you
Allelu alleluia
Man shall not live by bread alone
But by ev'ry word
That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord
Allelu alleluia
Ask and it shall be given unto you
Seek and ye shall find
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you
Allelu alleluia
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Holy Gospel

John 1:1-17(ESV)

Jesus is the eternal Word of God who dwelt with us. In Him we have received grace and truth.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In
him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
8
He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
9
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world
did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15
(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said,
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”)
16
For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Apostles’ Creed
All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Children’s Message
Sermon Hymn

Pastor Paul Appold
“Speak O Lord Your Servant Listens”

LSB #589

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon

“Who Determines Truth?”

Isaiah 45:18-25

(Please place your offerings in the plate near the entrance to the church.
Thank you for your gracious offerings for the Lord’s Kingdom)

Offering Prayer & the Prayers of the Church
(Response to the petitions)

P: Lord in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

Recognition of Graduates
The Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
P:
C:
P:
C:

Jesus Christ was born for this and came into the world for this:
To testify to the truth.
You who are of the truth, listen to His voice.
He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace!
All: Amen.

Closing Song

“Above All”
Above all powers above all kings
Above all nature and all created things
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man
You were here before the world began
Above all kingdoms above all thrones
Above all wonders the world has ever known
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth
There's no way to measure what You're worth
(CHORUS) Crucified laid behind the stone
You lived to die rejected and alone
Like a rose trampled on the ground
You took the fall and thought of me - Above all
(REPEAT ALL)
Like a rose trampled on the ground
You took the fall and thought of me - Above all
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Announcements
Continue to join us for worship on our Facebook Page at
www.facebook.com/tlcmuskegon or on our website at www.tlcmuskegon.org.
GIVING AT TRINITY Thank you for continuing to give generously to Trinity and support
the ministry with your Offerings. You may do so by mailing your Offering envelopes to
Trinity at 3225 Roosevelt Road, Muskegon, MI, 49441 or by giving online. To set up an
online giving account, please visit www.tlcmuskegon.org/give
“We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.” 2 Corinthians 4:10
Altar Flowers today have been placed to the Glory of God
by Barb Rudick in memory of Erv Klug.

New Summer Sermon Series
“Testify to the Truth”
This series has a companion Journal complete with
Visual Faith Coloring Artwork
for you to use daily as a devotional and bring along
with you to church on Sunday.
Be sure to pick one up and take one to a friend
that will join you to explore the
Truth of God’s Word!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
This year's theme is: ROCKY RAILWAY and will be
JULY 25-29 Watch for further updates! We need
many more hands! Please plan to help out some
way and to share this news!
LAST DAY TO ORDER UNITY TICKETS THROUGH THE CHURCH!
Unity Christian Music Festival plans to return to Heritage Landing August 11-14, 2021!
The only option for tickets purchased through the church is either a 3-day ticket for
$75/person or a 3-day family pass for $325. See Carrie Appold, with any questions.
YOUTH GROUP MEETING FOR THE SUMMER! Last Sunday there were 9
youth that gathered at the Appold home for a planned campfire, fellowship
and Bible study, then a wiffle ball game broke out! We had a lot of fun and
plan on heading to the beach this Sunday, June 6. Meet at church by 6:00
for a ride or just north of ‘The Deck’ at Pere Marquette at 6:30.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES We thank God for those who
celebrate birthdays today; Karen Pierce, and Amelia Morse’s 1st
birthday! And with those who celebrate this week; Justin
Hancock, Mitchell Norden, Toey Terborg, Laurie Taylor, Ruth
Heimann (93), & Michael Koch! Congratulations and many
blessings to Paul & Nancy Taylor and Lee & Chris Burkett who
celebrate their wedding anniversaries this week!
MUSKEGON PREGNANCY SERVICES BABY BOTTLE BOOMERANG Trinity is once again
joining MPS in helping pregnant moms with needed assistance through Baby Bottle
Boomerang, Saving Life in a Bottle. You can pick up your baby bottle from the table in
the narthex. Then, please fill with pocket change, bills and/or checks made out to
Muskegon Pregnancy Services. Your bottle combined with many others will change and
save lives. Remember to pray for the safety and salvation of mothers and their pre-born
children. Bottles will be returned to church on Sunday, June 27.
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY Today begins our first study following our new summer
sermon series. “How Can We Testify to the Truth?” This study will help us dig deep into
the truths of the Bible as we look at examples throughout the Bible of how people spoke
the truth. We will also seek to do this with gentleness and respect.
You may still join in person or on Zoom. Meeting ID: 204 576 0929 Passcode: Trinity
WOMEN’S SUMMER BREAKAWAY AT MARANATHA ($35 includes lunch)
Ladies join us on Friday, July 23, 9-3:30 for a day of worship, fellowship,
food, and Biblical spiritual encouragement! See Carrie Appold for details.
OUR REDEEMER Committees continue to meet to work on a plan to transition Our
Redeemer members into Trinity, if they choose to do so. These committees will be led by
Pastor Lassanske as our circuit visitor. Please keep this process and the people of Our
Redeemer in your prayers.
THOSE WHO SERVE
Today - Sunday, June 6
Communion:
-Prayer Leader:
Tim Sorensen
Reader:
John Gallagher
Ushers:
Bob DeBoer’s Team
Door Opener:
Burketts
Hospitality:
Morianne Klimsza
Altar Guild June: P. Halloran, B. Jandt, S. Freeman

Next Sunday - June 13
Tim Sorensen & Dan Trach
Don Bogema
Tom Jandt
Tim Sorensen’s Team
Denny Cross
Karen Pierce
July: E. Kidner, M. VanderWest

Attendance & Contributions for May 2021
Attendance
In Person

Online

Communion

Sunday, May 23

75

24

70

Sunday, May 30

80

19

74

In Person

Online

Sunday, May 23

20

1

Sunday, May 30

18

0

Sunday Youth, May 30

10

--

Church Attendance

Bible Studies

Contributions
April Totals (General & Building/Debt)
Monthly Need

$27,200

Monthly Total

$24,614

May 30, 2021

May Month-to-Date

General Fund

General Fund

Weekly Need
Offerings
Building Fund
Weekly Need
Offerings
Total
Weekly Need
Offerings

$5,600 MTD Need

$28,000

$12,497 MTD Total

$32,360

Building Fund
$1,200 MTD Need

$6,000

$363 MTD Total

$3,185

Total
$6,800 MTD Need

$34,000

$12,860 MTD Total

$35,535

