
 

            
 
 

 

3225 Roosevelt Road, Muskegon MI 

231.755.1292 - tlcmuskegon.org 

Sunday, December 27, 2020 

1st Sunday after Christmas 

 
 

Good morning and welcome to worship today! 
Good morning and welcome to worship today! Merry Christmas! Timing is often a difficult thing 

to control. Even with a tremendous amount of practice our timing can be off. God’s timing for 
the sending of His Son, Jesus to this earth was a case of perfect timing.  

Our sermon title for today is, “Perfect Timing!” 
 

 



 
Pre - Service Music       Mary Klinter 

 
Welcome                 Pastor Paul Appold 
 
Opening Song    “Angels from the Realms of Glory”      LSB #367 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen  

 
Time of Confession and Forgiveness  

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  

 
Introit       Psalm 98 

P:  The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
C:  Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
P:  The Lord has made known his salvation; 
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
C:  He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
P:  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
C:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;  
break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P:  The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 

Hymn of Praise                  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”       LSB #393 

 

 

 

 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 
 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day  
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
P: Let us pray.  
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of 
Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be 
alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.  
 

The First Reading                                 Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
The Lord saw the desolation of His people and promised to replace it with delight.  

Only God commands the destiny of His people. 
 

R:  The First Reading for the First Sunday after Christmas is from the book of Isaiah, 
beginning at the 61st chapter: 
 

10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me 
with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
sprout up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the 
nations. 
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her 
righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. 
2The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be 
called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of 
your God. 
 

R:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
The Second Reading                   Galatians 4:4-7 
At the right time in history, God sent Jesus to be born in this world.  His physical presence would ignite the proclamation of the Gospel 

and extend the beautiful opportunity of redemption and adoption. 
 

R:  The Second Reading is from the book of Galatians, the 4th chapter: 
 

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
 

R:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 



 
Anthem          "Love Came Down to Bethlehem"              Jeff Huston 

CCLI Song # 7121448 © 2018 Be Essential Songs | I Am A Pilgrim Songs | Jaguerra Songs 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 933578 

 
 
Holy Gospel                                                                                                            Luke 2:22-40 

Simeon could hardly believe his eyes. A promise from God came true as he beheld the young Jesus in the temple courts.  
An elderly prophet named Anna also joined in confirming that Jesus was the Sent One by faithful God.  

Both Simeon and Anna witnessed the arrival of Jesus the Christ, who was sent to break down barriers between God and man.  
His presence brought them hope, filled them with joy, and brought peace to the world.  

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and 
to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, 
or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 
and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 
custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and 
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a 
virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the 
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very 
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 
 

http://www.ccli.com/


 
Apostles’ Creed 

All:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

Children's Message             Pastor Paul Appold 
 
Sermon Hymn       “Once in Royal David’s City”     LSB # 376 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                         “Perfect Timing!”                   Luke 2: 22-40 
 
Sermon Response       “Nunc Dimittis (Lord Now Lettest Thou Thy Servant)”      LSB pg. 199 
 
Offerings 

(At this time, we ask that you would consider giving your offering online or mailing it to the church.) 

 



Offering Prayer & the Prayers of God’s People  

(Response to the petitions) 

P:  Lord, in Your Mercy. 
C:  Hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray… 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Blessing 

P:  Lord, now you let your servants depart in peace, according to your word; 
for our eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel. 
 

The Benediction  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
All: Amen  

 
Closing Hymn   “Now Sing We Now Rejoice”        LSB #386 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 



 
Announcements 

Continue to join us for worship on our Facebook Page at 
www.facebook.com/tlcmuskegon or on our website at www.tlcmuskegon.org. 

 

GIVING AT TRINITY Thank you for continuing to give generously to Trinity and support the 
ministry with your Offerings. You may do so by mailing your Offering envelopes to Trinity at 
3225 Roosevelt Road, Muskegon, MI, 49441 or by giving online. To set up an online giving 
account, please visit www.tlcmuskegon.org/give  

“The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy.” Psalm 111:7 
 

 

 

2020 YEAR END CHARITABLE GIFT & DONATION GIVING TO TLC If you plan to take an itemized                 
charitable deduction on your 2019 tax return, your donations/offerings must be to us by              
December 31, 2020. Donations charged to a credit card by December 31 are deductible for               
2020, and a gift by check also counts for 2020 as long as it is dated and received no later than                     
December 31, 2020. We thank you for all your generosity this year at Trinity. We are truly                 
blessed by all of you! 

 
 

VOTER’S MEETING RESULTS After our mailing and our Zoom Meeting on Sunday, 
December 20th, the ballots have been counted. The 2020/2021 budget was 
approved 83 yes, 2 no, and 3 abstentions. Chris Burkett was approved as our 
treasurer, 85 yes, 2 no, and 2 abstentions; and the Synodical changes due to the 
pandemic were approved 87 yes and 2 abstentions. Thank you everyone for taking 
part in this election! 

LOOKING FOR DRIVERS  Please let the church office know if you would be interested in 
delivering CD’s & DVD’s of our services or any other information that we need to get out to our 
members during the time that we are closed to in person worship.  

 
 

MONTHLY MIRACLE DRIVE For the months of December and January we are 
collecting monetary donations and diapers for Muskegon Pregnancy Services. You 
may send a check to Trinity with the notation MPS on the memo line. Thank you 
for your generosity! 

 
 

ONE WEEK BIBLE STUDY "Why Do the Nations 
Rage?  A Study of Psalm 2"  You are invited to join 
Pastor Appold on Zoom on Sunday morning 
January 3, 2021 for a one week lesson on Psalm 
2.  Psalm 2 explains the peace and hope that 
Jesus brings, even though the world tries to rage 
against Him.  This Psalm is a perfect study for 
Christmas and the New Year of 2021.  
This study is only one lesson, so please join us at 
11 AM on January 3rd. 
Zoom ID 204 576 0929   Passcode Trinity 

http://www.facebook.com/tlcmuskegon
http://www.tlcmuskegon.org/
https://www.tlcmuskegon.org/give
https://www.tlcmuskegon.org/give
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2045760929?pwd=SnlyRE9MajhEdE1PcGtqQXk5MmcrUT09#success


 
You’re invited to join the Thursday night Bible Study group for 2021 
I sense that believers in Jesus Christ struggle to grow deeper in their Biblical understanding of 
the meaning behind the words and phrases of Jesus. Often these insights into the words and 
phrases are anchored in the Hebraic context of the Old Testament which was the Bible that 
Jesus read. Some of these key words and ideas are in Lois Tverberg’s book: “Listening to the 
Language of the Bible.” Her observations provide rich insights into the root of Hebrew words 
used in the Bible. These insights will teach us new perspectives for looking at God & at our lives. 
I would like you to join me on this ZOOM journey as we open Scripture and discover keys that 
will unlock hidden treasures for our life in Christ.  Each Thursday beginning January 7, 2021 at  
7 pm we will meet on-line to discuss and grow together in Biblical insights.  This adventure will 
cost you: 1.  $ 10. for the book & companion study book  

2.  Preparation time – to read and prepare the lesson 
3.  An hour every Thursday evening (@ 7-8 pm) 

I hope you decide to join the group as we unlock a more complete “Hearing the Bible through 
Jesus’ Ears.” (subtitle for the book) 
Send an email to me to reserve your copy of the books and receive the information on the 
ZOOM class beginning January 7th.       dennlass03@gmail.com Pastor L 

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY beginning, Sunday, January 10th.  
The class is titled, "Who Am I, and What Am I Doing Here?" This class will focus 
on the purposes of our lives, why God has us here, and how we can make the 
most effective use of our time.  This class will be led on Zoom, (and in person 
when we are able).  This class will take place every Sunday morning, beginning 
January 10th at 11 AM on Zoom-- ID 204 576 0929 Passcode Trinity 
Please join us!  
 

 

THE MICHIGAN MINUTE NEWS FROM THE MICHIGAN DISTRICT, LCMS 
Now, more than ever, it is important to be up-to-date with the news of our church body, the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, as a whole. The Michigan District of the LCMS is working hard 
to provide resources of encouragement, answer theological questions, provide financial 
guidance for churches, educate about best practices of staying connected for worship online, 
and more. To connect, subscribe to their Michigan Minute Enews emails by going to 
https://michigandistrict.org/about-us/publications/michigan-minute-e-news/. You will need to 
click on an additional link on the top of this webpage (it says, “To subscribe to the Michigan 
Minute E-newsletter, click here.”) 

 

CEF and the 3 E's.  
Efficiency, Economy, Endurance. Apply these E's now to lead to EASE later. An investment in the 
Church Extension Fund is a good way to practice economy while also serving the Lord. Consider 
making an investment today! For more information, contact (Congregation Representative 
Name and telephone number) or call 800-242-3944. 
Click the link to find November Interest Rates    View/Download Rates at CEF Website 
 

 

mailto:dennlass03@gmail.com
https://michigandistrict.org/about-us/publications/michigan-minute-e-news/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001CI-X2uv4jsE5hO32vRFGlVm6p3BX5OsvVeXEpC6KQjfEHu36O5Z_BZiw66wy9eewvq5P6CMAiBiU-AgPTHCRpft7tSix9Ks6eGloXnwGbfY%3D
https://mi-cef.org/rates_congregation


 
Attendance & Contributions for December 2020 

 
 
 

Attendance   

Bible Studies Online  

Sunday, Dec 6 0 6  

Sunday, Dec. 13    

Church Attendance In Person Online Communion 

Wed., December 2 NA 20 NA 

Sunday, December 6 NA 46 NA 

Wed., December 9 NA 20 NA 

Sunday, December 13 NA 48 NA 

Wed., December 16 NA 25 NA 

Sunday, Dec. 20 NA 46 44 

Thursday, December 24 NA (40) NA 

Friday, Dec. 25 NA 18 NA 

* Online refers to highest number of total viewers during Facebook Live 

    

    

    

Contributions 

November Totals (General & Building/Debt) 

Monthly Need $34,000 Monthly Total $28,377 

    

December 20, 2020 December Month-to-Date 

General Fund General Fund 

Weekly Need $5,600 MTD Need $16,800 

Offerings $9,870 MTD Total $19,712 

Building Fund Building Fund 

Weekly Need $1,200 MTD Need $3,600 

Offerings $763 MTD Total $2,089 

Total Total 

Weekly Need $6,800 MTD Need $20,400 

Offerings $10,633 MTD Total $21,801 


