
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

3225 Roosevelt Road, Muskegon MI 

231.755.1292 - tlcmuskegon.org 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

 



 

Good morning and welcome to worship today!  

Today we begin a series on St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians. The series is called,  

“Heart Issues are Hard Issues.” We will look at how God calls us to live in “a manner worthy of 

the Gospel.”  Our sermon title for today is “All That Matters!” 

 

Service Music                                  Michael VanBemmelen 
 

Welcome                                                                        Pastor Paul Appold 
 
Opening Song                “Here I Am to Worship” 
 

Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes let me see 
Beauty that made 

This heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 

  
(CHORUS)   So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 
  

King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came 

To the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor   (CHORUS) 

  
(BRIDGE)   And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross   (CHORUS) 
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Invocation  

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen 
 

P:  The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? 
C:  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

 

P:  When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is they who 
stumble and fall 
Right side:  Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
Left side:  Though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 
 

P:  One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
Right side: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life 
Left side:  To gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in His temple. 
 

P:  For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble 
Right side:  He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; 
Left side:  He will lift me high upon a rock. 
 

All:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the 
beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen 

 
Time of Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  God is our light in this dark world. We come to Him to repent of the darkness of sin  
of which we have taken part. Please join me as we confess to Him. 

 

(We pause to silently focus on God’s Word beneath the cross…) 
 

All:  Dear merciful Lord…we need Your forgiveness desperately.  We confess that we 
have sinned against You in what we have thought, what we have said, and what we 
have done.  We have done the evil you have forbidden, and have failed to do the good 
that You have called us to do.  Please forgive us and send us the Holy Spirit to help us 
to love You with our whole heart and to love all people, and to live our life as worthy 
of the Gospel.  

 

P:  Jesus Christ humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross for all of our sins.  He rose again so that we would have victory over sin, 
death, and the devil.  You are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit! 

 

All:  Amen!  Alleluia!  Praise to You, our Lord! 
 
 
 
 



 

Hymn of Praise       “Build My Life” 
 

Worthy of ev'ry song we could ever sing 
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 

Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You, We live for You 

  

Jesus the name above ev'ry other name 
Jesus the only one who could ever save 

Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You, We live for You 

 

 (CHORUS)   Holy there is no one like You 
There is none beside You 

Open up my eyes in wonder and show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart 

And lead me in Your love to those around me 
 

Jesus the name above ev'ry other name 
Jesus the only one who could ever save 

Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You, We live for You   (CHORUS) 

  

(BRIDGE)   I will build my life upon Your love 
It is a firm foundation 

I will put my trust in You alone 
And I will not be shaken   (REPEAT BRIDGE) 

  

(CHORUS)  
  

(BRIDGE)   I will build my life upon Your love 
It is a firm foundation 

I will put my trust in You alone 
And I will not be shaken   (REPEAT BRIDGE) 
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The Prayer of the Day 
 

P:  Let us pray… Lord of all power and might, Author and Giver of all good things,  
please graft in our hearts the love of your name, increase in us true faith, nourish us  
with all goodness and bring forth in us the fruit of good works through Jesus Christ,  
Your Son, our Lord. 
All: Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.                
Amen. 

 
 



 

The First Reading                  Isaiah 55:6-9 
The Lord’s ways are higher and different than our ways, so we should pursue repentance quickly and exchange 

God’s thoughts for our own sinful ones. 

R:  The First Reading for the 16th Sunday of Pentecost is from the 55th chapter of Isaiah: 
Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7 let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that 
he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 For 
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 9 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts. 
R:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Second Reading                 Philippians 1:12-30 
Paul was in prison, but it was for the purpose of advancing the Gospel.  Suffering in prison was worth it to Paul 

who found complete freedom and true life in Jesus.  No matter what circumstance you find yourself in,  
live faithfully honoring and uplifting the name of Christ. 

R:  The Second Reading is from the book of Philippians, the 1st chapter: 

12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to 
advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial 
guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, 
having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak 
the word without fear. 15Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others 
from good will. 16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense 
of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but 
thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, 
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will 
rejoice 19for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and 
hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as 
always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live 
is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 
labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for 
you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my 
being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 
27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. 
Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know 
that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 
without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them 
that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 29 For it has 
been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for 
him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I 
still have. 

R:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 



 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                   Matthew 20:1-16 
In this parable, a landowner pays each of his workers the same amount although they started working at 

different times during the day.  Those hired first complained and grumbled against the landowner that this was 
scandalous, but the landowner wanted to be generous with all of his workers.  Nothing good comes from 

comparing, complaining, or grumbling. 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 20th chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent 
them into his vineyard. 
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace 
doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. 
“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same 
thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. 
He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers 
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a 
denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. 
But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to 
grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ 
they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work 
and the heat of the day.’ 
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree 
to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired 
last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own 
money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles' Creed 
All:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 



 
 

Children's Message                                                                                   Pastor Paul Appold 
 
Sermon Hymn      “ Lift High the Cross”              LSB #837 
 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002659 

 
 Sermon                                         “All That Matters”                               Philippians 1:12-30 

"But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false 
motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this, I rejoice!" Philippians 1:18 

 
Offerings 

(We encourage you to give your offering to the Lord in the receptacle near the entrance.) 

 
Prayers of God’s People  

(Response to the petitions) 

P:  Lord, in Your Mercy. 
C:  Hear our prayer. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



 
 
The Blessing 

P:  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving 
C:  Let your requests be made known to God. 

 P:  And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding 
C:  Will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
 

The Benediction 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace!. 
C:   Amen! 
 
 

Closing Hymn                      “Find Us Faithful” 
 

We're pilgrims on the journey of the narrow road 
And those who've gone before us line the way 
Cheering on the faithful encouraging the weary 

Their lives a stirring testament to God's sustaining grace 
 

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses 
Let us run the race not only for the prize 

But as those who've gone before us let us leave to those behind us 
The heritage of faithfulness passed on through godly lives 

 
(CHORUS)   Oh may all who come behind us find us faithful 

May the fire of our devotion light their way 
May the footprints that we leave lead them to believe 

And the lives we live inspire them to obey 
Oh may all who come behind us find us faithful 

 
After all our hopes and dreams have come and gone 

And our children sift thru all we've left behind 
May the clues that they discover and the mem'ries they uncover 

Become the light that leads them to the road we each must find   (CHORUS) 
Jon Mohr © 1987 Jonathan Mark Music (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management) Birdwing Music (a div. of EMI Christian Music 
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Announcements 
Continue to join us for worship on our Facebook Page at 

www.facebook.com/tlcmuskegon or on our website at www.tlcmuskegon.org. 
 

  

               WEST SHORE LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
Our theme for the 2020-2021 school year is “Sent to Serve”  
from Matthew 20:28. We welcome you to watch our Wednesday 
morning chapel services, broadcast through Facebook Live at 
8:30am. God’s blessings on our preschool and day school families, 
teachers and staff!

 

JAM (Jesus And Me) has begun! 
We need your help! If you would like to help teach JAM, please let Jen Braden know.  

You can contact her at 231-903-7523 or jen7065_99@yahoo.com for more information 
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
We rejoice with those who celebrate birthdays this week: Carla Bratsburg’s 

70th birthday today, Jason Ryder, Lynn Lassanske, Mason Norden, Lindsey 

Snyder, Bryan Vellenga, Heather Audo, Linda Hardenburgh, and Rick Hylok. 

Congratulations to those celebrating wedding anniversaries!  

Brian & Molly Kidner, John & Donna Burch, Scott & Dawn Dobberstein,  

Dale & Mary Klinter, and Bob & Rachel Indgjer.  

If you wish to have contact information, please call or email the church office  

at telephone number - 231.755.1292 or email info@tlcmuskegon.org . 
 

THANK YOU to all who contributed to Judy Mead’s medical expenses!  
Donations may still be made through her GoFundMe account at  https://gf.me/u/ynj8dm  

 

NEW SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS BEGINS TODAY, SEPTEMBER 20th! 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD - Healing the Racial Divides in America - This study pulls back the 

covers over the racial issues that divide us so that we can better understand one another and 

search the Scriptures for a hopeful path forward through Jesus Christ. In person and on ZOOM. 

Meeting ID: 204 576 0929 Passcode: Trinity 
 

FOOD  TRUCK - Trinity is hosting a Feeding America Food 
Truck and free luncheon this Saturday, September 26 at 
1:00pm. Please help us spread the word and share with our 
community. We need help Friday afternoon, Saturday 
morning & afternoon. Please sign up TODAY in the narthex 
or contact Barb Rudick at the church office (231)755-1292 
or at care@tlcmuskegon.org 

http://www.facebook.com/tlcmuskegon
http://www.tlcmuskegon.org/
mailto:info@tlcmuskegon.org
https://gf.me/u/ynj8dm
mailto:care@tlcmuskegon.org


 

ALTAR GUILD will meet on Monday, September 28 at 6:30 pm. 
 

 
The LWML Lakeshore Zone is hosting their Fall Retreat  

There will be information available for anyone to download and have a personal retreat 
at any time that works for you. Send an email to info@tlcmuskegon.org for retreat 

information. Trinity will host a group of up to 10 ladies to gather and spend a morning in 
worship and study together on Saturday, October 3rd, 9:00-11:30 in the parlor. 

Sign-up today to join us!
 

 

EXPERIENCE THE HOLY LAND 
Join Pastor Lassanske and Pastor Woell October 6-15, 2021 on a journey of a lifetime to Israel. 
Brochures are now available for the itinerary which will guide our travel from the Negev to 
Bethlehem through the Judea wilderness up to Galilee.  We will spend two days in the old city 
of Jerusalem.  If you have questions or want to know more details — contact Pastor Lassanske 
at 231-750-4054 or email him at dennlass03@gmail.com 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT  
Trinity is working with Kingdom Embassy Covenant Church, Calvary Church, and Forest Park 
Covenant Church to do a Drive-Thru Trunk or Treat on Oct 31 at 2:00 at the Lakes Mall Parking 
Lot. We need many volunteers! 10-15 families to decorate trunks and hand out candy, traffic 
control, prayer team, lots and lots of candy donations! Stay tuned for more details, see Clara 
Short to volunteer or contact the church office at info@tlcmuskegon.org 
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New Church Office Information 

Please make note of the recent changes in our church office. 

Office hours are 10am-4pm, Monday - Thursday, closed Friday. We are following COVID19 

restrictions and ask that you wear a mask. The following e-mail addresses have also changed: 

Carrie Appold, Administrative Ministry Assistant media@tlcmuskegon.org  

Patti Bogema, Interim Administrative Ministry Assistant business@tlcmuskegon.org 

Barb Rudick, Care & Outreach Ministry care@tlcmuskegon.org 
 

MONTHLY MIRACLE DRIVE 
Our area food pantries need help. Please consider bringing one canned good to church each 
Sunday to help the LOVE INC. food pantry. You may put your donation in the blue tub marked 
Food Pantry in the narthex. (Thank you for checking the expiration date.) 
 

GIVING AT TRINITY 
Thank you for continuing to generously give to Trinity and support the ministry with your 
Offerings. You may do so by mailing your Offering envelopes to Trinity at 3225 Roosevelt Road, 
Muskegon, MI, 49441 or by giving online. If you wish you set up an online giving account, 
please go to www.tlcmuskegon.org/give. 
 

What is AmazonSmile - Another Way to Support Trinity  
To find out more on how to give using amazon smile, please click 
on the “About Amazon Smile” button. AboutAmazonSmile  
 

THE MICHIGAN MINUTE NEWS FROM THE MICHIGAN DISTRICT, LCMS 
Now, more than ever, it is important to be up-to-date with the news of our church body, the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, as a whole. The Michigan District of the LCMS is working 
hard to provide resources of encouragement, answer theological questions, provide financial 
guidance for churches, educate about best practices of staying connected for worship online, 
and more. To connect, subscribe to their Michigan Minute Enews emails by going to 
https://michigandistrict.org/about-us/publications/michigan-minute-e-news/. You will need to 
click on an additional link on the top of this webpage (it says, “To subscribe to the Michigan 
Minute E-newsletter, click here.”) 

 

CEF and the 3 E's.  
Efficiency, Economy, Endurance. Apply these E's now to lead to EASE later. An investment in the 
Church Extension Fund is a good way to practice economy while also serving the Lord. Consider 
making an investment today! For more information, contact (Congregation Representative 
Name and telephone number) or call 800-242-3944. 
Click the link to find September Interest Rates    View/Download Rates at CEF Website 

 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE. 
Today - Sunday, September 20 Next Sunday - Sunday, September 27 
Communion:NA Communion: Dan Trach & Tom Jandt 
Prayer Leader: Tim Sorensen Prayer Leader: Don Bogema 
Reader: Dave Aslakson Reader: Don Bogema 
Ushers: Tim Sorensen’s Team Ushers: Tim Koeppe’s Team 

mailto:media@tlcmuskegon.org
mailto:business@tlcmuskegon.org
mailto:care@tlcmuskegon.org
https://www.tlcmuskegon.org/give
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https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001CI-X2uv4jsE5hO32vRFGlVm6p3BX5OsvVeXEpC6KQjfEHu36O5Z_BZiw66wy9eewvq5P6CMAiBiU-AgPTHCRpft7tSix9Ks6eGloXnwGbfY%3D
https://mi-cef.org/rates_congregation


 

 

Attendance for September 2020 

Attendance   

Bible Studies   

Sunday, September 6 N/A   

Sunday, September 13 9   

Sunday, September 20    

Sunday, September 27    

Church Attendance In Person Online Communion 

Sunday, September 6 66 12  

Sunday, September 13 90 19 76 

Sunday, September 20    

Sunday, September 27    

* Online refers to highest number of total viewers during Facebook Live 
 

 

Contributions for September 2020 

Contributions 

August Totals (General & Building/Debt) 

Monthly Need $34,000 Monthly Total $29,574 

    

September 6, 2020 September Month-to-Date 

General Fund General Fund 

Weekly Need $5,600 MTD Need $11,200 

Offerings $5,265 MTD Total $11,879 

Building Fund Building Fund 

Weekly Need $1,200 MTD Need $2,400 

Offerings $693 MTD Total $2,441 

Total Total 

Weekly Need $6,800 MTD Need $13,600 

Offerings $5,958 MTD Total $14,320 

 


