
   

AUGUST 

SNAPSHOT 
Wednesdays: Men’s Bible Study 

Saturdays: Men’s Bible Study 

——————————————- 
8/4: Cottage Meeting @ 
 M.D. Elliot Park 

8/6,20: Gals on a Mission 

8/6: Properties Meeting 

8/11: Joel Zander Farewell 

8/12: Council Meeting 

8/13: Cottage Meeting @ 
 Pizza Ranch 

8/14: Matthew Meal 

8/15: Supper House 

8/18: Elders’ Fellowship 

8/19: Second Service      
 Committee Mtg. 

8/21: New Seniors 

8/22: Stephen Ministry Mtg. 

8/24: Food Truck 

8/25: Church & School Picnic 

8/28: Parlor Organizing 

8/28: Confirmation Meeting 

 

T R I N I T Y 
M E S S E N G E R 
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Fulfilled in Christ 
By Pastor Appold 

“For in Him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily and you have been filled in Him 
who is the head of all rule and authority.”  Colossians 2:9-10 

Have you ever wondered if your life is meaningful or not?  Have you ever 
thought about whether your days, weeks, and months of life are all that          
important?  Maybe you personally haven’t, but you probably know someone who 
has struggled mightily with these questions. 

This is important, because we live during a time where the “self” has become 
most important in our society.  Self-esteem it seems is of highest value in our 
culture.  How do you feel about yourself?  What makes you happy? Now, this is 
not to say that we shouldn’t take care of ourselves, but it is to say that there is 
Someone far greater, Someone far more worthy, and Someone in Whom we will 
truly find fulfillment.  His name is Jesus Christ. 

The Apostle Paul is writing to the church at Colosse in about the year 60 AD.  It 
was at a time where some of the Christians there were being wrongly taught that 
if you really wanted to be more “spiritual,” then you should observe certain sun, 
moon, and star festivals, along with perhaps even worshiping angels.  But, Paul 
reminded them and us as well, that “all the fullness of the deity dwells bodily in 
Christ.”   

What he meant is that if you really wanted to truly be “spiritual” and “fulfilled” in 
life, then look to Jesus Christ.  Study His Word.  Pray to Him.  Look at His life: how 
He taught with authority, served with integrity, and gave Himself willingly for us.  
Look at how He triumphed over sin, death, and the devil through the cross.  And 
rejoice in the victory that He won for us through His resurrection from the dead.  
In Jesus, you have forgiveness for all sin, hope for every situation, and joy amidst 
all of the challenges in life.   

I have just come back from our denomination’s, the LCMS, convention in Tampa, 
FL.  It was a good convention.  We truly have much to be thankful for in the 
LCMS.  Almost 175 years as a church body, with almost 125 years of                   
international mission work is truly amazing. Almost 2 million members with 
about 6,000 congregations is really quite large for a denomination with such 
humble beginnings.  But, the LCMS sure has challenges.  Our membership is 
shrinking, and we are having great struggles keeping our youth and young     
families in our congregations.  But we were reminded that Jesus Christ will      
provide for our needs, and as Paul writes, we “have been filled in Him who is the 
head of all rule and authority.” 
       Continued in gray on Page 2 

Birthday, anniversary, and certain personal contact information have been    
redacted for privacy purposes on the electronic version of this newsletter. 

https://www.lcms.org/
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Fulfilled in Christ Continued from p.1 

This means that when we have trials and hardships, we don’t need to fret and fear.  Turn to Jesus Christ.  He says, 
“Ask and it will be given.  Seek and you will find.  Knock and the door will be opened” (Matt. 7:7-8).  And He also states, 
“With man this is impossible, but with God, all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26).   Does this mean that our trials and 
hardships will go away?  Not necessarily.  But, it does mean that we can trust in Jesus to help us through them. 

This also is a great message for us at Trinity right now.  We have many changes and challenges right now with 
Beth Paluch and Beth Cowan retiring from West Shore, and Joel Zander accepting a call to serve at Faith, Grand 
Blanc.  We will surely miss them all, but we know that Jesus Christ will boldly lead us onward.  He promises        
fulfillment in life, and fulfillment in ministry.   For this, we rejoice and give thanks in all of life and look forward to a 
great and fulfilling ministry in August! 

In the Joy of Jesus, 
Pastor Paul Appold 

This is Not Goodbye 
By Joel Zander 

I love you all. It’s only been three years, but I feel like we’ve known each other longer. I am thankful for my time at 
Trinity in Muskegon. I will miss serving Jesus in your midst. I don’t want to leave, but I believe that I must. These 
three years, though packed with great things, were too short. 

You are the third congregation that I have served. I have not felt more love and respect than I have here. You     
believed in me even as I was doubting myself. You’ve listened to my ideas and worked with me to make them even 
better. Together we’ve come a long way. You extended a Call to me for my experience and then you allowed me to 
have new experiences with some really neat wins along the way.  

Some highlights for me include Student Hospitality (after school on Mondays), Harvest Parties, VBS, soccer      
coaching, West Shore Lutheran School, youth gatherings (Mackinac Island, Frankenmuth and Minneapolis), and the 
deep care shown for Krissa during her back pains and for me with my resulting burnout. 

Before coming to Trinity, Muskegon, I was getting close to leaving ministry and making a career change, but you 
Called me and built me up to more than I was before. Thank you for this gift. Thank you for your love. This is not 
good-bye, but farewell dear friends - no - dear brothers and sisters. We are not moving across the country, just 
across the state and, thanks to you, we know where the best beaches are! 

 

Moving Forward in Youth and Family Life 
By Joel Zander 

So what happens to the valuable ministry that we have at Trinity? A small group of leaders met together and have 
assumed leadership of some key youth and family ministries. This includes Carrie Appold, Jen Braden, Laura     
Custer, Jackie Johnston and Brad Feenstra. JAM, which stands for Jesus And Me, will be headed up by Jen and    
Jackie, Youth Group will be led by Brad with Carrie’s support, Youth Events, like Tool Time and District Youth     
Gatherings, will be led by Carrie with support from Laura and Brad, Student Hospitality (Afterschool Monday Treat) 
will be led by Laura Custer, and Kingdom West will be led by West Shore staff.  

One important ministry that we did not get a leader for yet is the Harvest Party currently scheduled for Sunday, 
October 20th. If you would like the experience of organizing a fun family event for our church, school and           
community, then great! We have resources for a small committee that provides a great start! You can ask Joel   
Zander prior to August 9th or consult with the church office after August 9th. 

There are other ministry opportunities that are in need of coordination. Each one is relatively simple. If any one of 
them is something that you’d like to see happen or continue, then perhaps you can join a friend in coordinating an 
event such as an outing to Lewis Farms, Christmas cookie or gingerbread house decorating and/or an Easter egg 
hunt. Be sure to invite everyone because there are some who like to invite or bring their grandchildren! 

The small group of leaders has committed to their respective ministries until next spring or summer, and then will 
meet to evaluate and decide whether or not to continue. They have been encouraged to work with others in order 
to identify and prepare possible replacements in case that is desired or necessary at the end of the year. 

https://www.faithgb.org/
https://www.faithgb.org/
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How Trinity Lutheran Church Celebrates the Gospel 

August Sermon Series: “The Fruits of Faith” 
By Pastor Appold 

August 4 "Heavenward Hearts and Minds" Colossians 3:1-4  

August 11 "The Powerful Treasure of Faith" Luke 12:22-34 

August 18 "Joy for the Journey"   Hebrews 12:1-3 

August 25 "The Unshakable Kingdom"  Hebrews 12:28 

September 1 "Confidence in Our Helper"  Hebrews 13:1-8 
 

WE:   WORSHIP    APPLY    TELL    EDUCATE    RELATE 

How Trinity Lutheran Church Proclaims the Gospel 

Churches Run on Volunteers! 
By Laura Custer 

Churches run on volunteers. We are always in need of your help. This is NOT a complete list, but rather a brief list 
of things that have been mentioned recently. If I have left anyone out, please let me know and I can attempt to 
help find volunteers for your group. Or… write an article about your group with a description of the help you’d like 
in a future newsletter. If you have any questions please call the office or email info@tlcmuskegon.org and we will 
get you in touch with the best person to answer your questions. Please consider volunteering in one or more of: 

Newsletter Editor: Some experience with Publisher is recommended, but not required. Anna & Laura can help 
teach a willing volunteer. 

Sound and Screen Individuals or Teams: This task is easier than you would think! Training is provided and very 
little computer experience is required. Any age from teenager to retired are welcome. Increased numbers will be 
needed for the second service we are working towards.  

Bulletin Recycling and Shut in Mailings: Monday morning or early afternoon on a weekly or rotating schedule.  
Very easy and instruction is provided. 

Properties Committee: Talk to Dick Cornish or Bob DeBoer. Various levels of help are requested. Become a   
member of the committee or donate some time for a small job, like garden upkeep for example. 

Harvest Party Coordinator or Committee Chair: With Joel Zander’s departure, we have found volunteers for 
many areas of his mission. One remaining item would be a person or committee to coordinate the yearly Harvest 
Party at the end of October or early November. 

Gals on a Mission: You are always welcome to attend the gatherings on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month. 
This group, consisting of mostly women right now (men are welcome), makes tie blankets and crocheted items to 
donate to those in need. 

Circle Guild: Meetings are usually held once per month. This group raises money and donates to many, mostly 
behind the scenes, needs of the church. 

Sunday Morning Transportation for those unable to drive: This could be done weekly or via rotating schedule. 

Family Room organizer: Krissa Zander and her boys have been volunteering for this duty. They have done a great 
job keeping things neat and organized. We need someone to carry on with this weekly. Duties can be done by a 
family or individual or on a rotating schedule. Please help us keep this area a beautiful space for families with   
children. Organizing before and after service each week keeps it looking great! 

Student Hospitality co-organizer or volunteers: Laura will be helping to organize this weekly activity during the 
school year. Help is requested to prepare and clean-up each week in addition to the group who distributes and 
interacts with the junior high kids on their way home from school. 

JAM volunteers: Help with kids during our worship service with “Jesus And Me.” Supplies, schedules, and            
instruction provided by our coordinator Jen Braden. This is on a rotating schedule. Your help is needed once or 
twice per month based on volunteer availability. 

mailto:info@tlcmuskegon.org
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How Trinity Lutheran Church Proclaims the Gospel 

Organizing Party 
By Laura Custer 

Did you know that over time things accumulate around the church? We have    
noticed this has happened in the parlor closet and we can use your help!  

If you are available to help clean and reorganize the parlor closet, please let Laura 
know. Many tablecloths, candle holders, and decorations are stored in this area.   

I am requesting a member from the Funeral Committee, Altar Guild, Circle Guild 
and any others that may be able to help to come on Wednesday, August 28th @ 
1:00 p.m. to help sort these items. 

 

Food Trucks 

Trinity will be hosting Food Trucks for our community on Saturdays August 24 and September 28. Distribution of 
food begins at 1:00 p.m. Volunteers, please arrive at 12:00 p.m. to start setting up.  
 
 

Roosevelt Park Day—Taste of the Trucks 
By Barb Rudick 

This year's date is Saturday, September 7th. Trinity will once again be involved. We need your help: 

Sunday, August 25th following our service. We will have a half-hour work bee to put labels on water bottles.  
Please plan to stay for a bit to help out.  Many hands make light work. 

Wednesday, September 4th at 11:30 we will reach out to the community by passing out flyers to homes on the 
parade route. Please consider helping for about an hour. 

Saturday the 7th on parade day we need walkers, some to push carts, some to pass out water bottles and       
brochures. The cart pushers collect canned goods to help fill shelves of local food pantries.  

Trinity also hosts the Pancake Breakfast which is held at the Community Center that morning from 8-9:30 a.m.  

All help is appreciated. 

 

August & September Monthly Miracle Drives 
By Barb Rudick 

In August, please bring your canned goods to the blue bin in 
the narthex. They will be added to what we collect in the      
parade and distributed to local food pantries. Please do not 
bring in expired canned goods. 

In September, we will be collecting items for an in-gathering to 
help "Pack It Up" in Coopersville. This is a program for children 
that aims to ensure that all children have access to a nutritious 
and filling meal to take home every day of the school week.  

Items welcome for this donation are: 100% - Juice Boxes;    
Granola Bars; Pudding or Applesauce Cups; Smooth Peanut 
Butter; Fruit Snacks; Brown Paper Bags #4; Plastic Bags -    
sandwich and snack size. 

Grocery Store Gift Cards are also appreciated.  Please put 
these in an envelope and mark "Pack It Up" on the envelope. 

https://www.feedwm.org/about/
https://packitupcoopersville.webs.com/
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How Trinity Lutheran Church Shares the Gospel 

Asante Sana! 
By Jeanne Walker 

THANK YOU from many smiling faces in Maseno, Kenya, for the very generous VBS offering monies received. The 
sum of $250 was lovingly given to help the 140+ children learning about God’s love for them through His Arms 
Kenya.  

This money allows the ministry to send 10 children to school for an entire year, OR purchase 6 male goats, OR 7 
female goats, OR 23 Roosters, OR 28 Hens, OR 35 malaria nets, OR 10 mattresses (to keep the families off from dirt 
floors) OR 20 jiggers treatments, OR…..the list goes on and on. You have made a huge difference in the lives of 
many of God’s children.  

And thank you for allowing me to share some stories about God’s creation in Africa. I loved the excitement of the 
children here in Muskegon, MI helping and learning about children in Maseno, Kenya. What an awesome week at 
ROAR!  Asante Sana!   

 

WE:   WORSHIP    APPLY    TELL    EDUCATE    RELATE 

How Trinity Lutheran Church Teaches the Gospel 

Unshakable Hope Sunday Morning Bible Study 
By Pastor Appold 

Our Sunday morning Bible Study for August 
is called, “Unshakable Hope!” It is actually 
the conclusion of an excellent study that 
started last summer. 

This Max Lucado study calls us to focus on 
the unshakable promises of Jesus. His 
promises give us hope for all of our lives.   

Come and join us Sunday mornings in the 
parlor at approximately 10:45 a.m.,          
immediately following worship.  It is led by 
Pastor Appold and has tremendous          
applications for all of life. 

August 4 “Death Has Been Defeated” 

August 18 “Joy is Coming Soon!” 

August 25 “There is No Condemnation” 

September 1 “Justice Will Prevail” 

http://www.hisarmskenya.org/
http://www.hisarmskenya.org/
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 BULLETIN BOARD 
Thrivent Members! 
By Laura Custer 

Thrivent is an organization that may help with your          
finances, but also helps many people with Thrivent Action 
Teams.  

We use these events as fundraisers and outreach here at Trinity.  If you are a current member, please let Laura 
know in the office. We are attempting to compile a list so that we can help you use this awesome benefit. Each 
Thrivent member can request two action team cards per year. When your request is granted you receive a $250.00 
card along with t-shirts for the participants and a few other items as requested.  

If you are a current member and do not use this benefit, please let us help you learn how. If you are not a current 
member, please look them up online to find out more.  We have more information in the office if you’d like a     
paper copy.  

LWML Lakeshore Fall Retreat 
By Barb Rudick 

Ladies, mark your calendars for Saturday, October 5th.  This is the date  
reserved for the LWML Lakeshore Zone Fall Retreat.  

Details will follow! 

 

 
God Loves a Cheerful Giver! 
By Rod Puseman 

The following is a personal narrative that solely reflects the views and experiences of the author.  

This is a song that I have written that helps me to remember the importance of cheerful giving: 

God loves a cheerful giver--give Him all you've got 
He loves to hear you laughing when you're in an awkward spot 
When the odds add up against you--it's time to stop and sing 

Praise God.  To Praise Him is a joyous thing. 

For the occasion of Beth Paluch and Beth Cowan's retirement, I also wrote the following verse: 

The Beth's are now retiring-- 
They taught us all the Jesus Thing 

That we have all been given, Life forevermore. 
Now's the time to thank our God 

And send them on to blossom where 
Their lives will gain their solace in the victory 

And lastly I wrote a verse for our pastors here at Trinity Lutheran Church, Muskegon, two retired and one active.  I 
feel this verse applies to each and all of them. 

Pastor's been a blessing here 
He's always sought to bring us cheer 

He shows us Christ is- with us even now 
He hopes we'll share his life of love  
And give our share of treasures too 

As God is widely praised--each and every day. 
                  

https://www.thrivent.com/
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

2 
 
 
 
 

3 
7:30a Men’s Bible 
Study 
 

    

 

  
  
  

4  9:30a Outdoor    
Worship 
10:45a Education Hr. 
4:00p Cottage Mtg. @ 
Margaret Drake Elliot 
Park 

5 
 
 

 

6 
12:30p Gals on a 
Mission 
6:30p Properties 
Meeting 

7 
11:30a Men’s Bible 
Study (off site) 
 

8 
 

 

9 
 

 

10 
7:30a Men’s Bible 
Study 
 
 

 

11  
9:30a Worship 
11:00a Joel Zander 
Farewell Luncheon 

12 
6:30p Council     
Meeting 

13 
5:30p Cottage     
Meeting at Pizza 
Ranch 

14 
11:30a Men’s Bible 
Study  (off site) 
5:00p Matthew Meal 
6:15p Prayer Service 
 

15 
3:30p Supper House 

 

16 
 

 

17 
7:30a Men’s Bible 
Study 
 

18  
9:30a Worship 
10:45a Education 
Hour 
4:00p Elders’       
Fellowship 

19 
7:00p Second Service 
Committee 

20 
12:30p Gals on a 
Mission 

21  
11:30a Men’s Bible 
Study (off site) 
1:00p New Seniors 

22 
6:30p Stephen     
Ministry Meeting 

23 
 

24 
7:30a Men’s Bible 
Study 
12:00p Food Truck 
(volunteers arrive) 

25 
9:30a Worship 
10:45a Education 
Hour 
4:00p Church & 
School Picnic 

26 
 

WSLS First Day  
of School 

27 28 
1:00p Parlor Closet 
Organizing 
7:15p Confirmation 
Meeting 

29 30 31 
7:30a Men’s Bible 
Study 

AUGUST 2019 TRINITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

FURTHER DATES TO REMEMBER:  

September 7: Roosevelt Park Day  September 28: Food Truck Distribution 

September 22: Family Day at Lewis Farm* September 29: Voters Meeting 
          *needs an organizer 

Birthday, anniversary, and certain personal contact information have been    
redacted for privacy purposes on the electronic version of this newsletter. 
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Worship 
Apply 
Tell 
Educate 
Relate 

CONTACT US 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
3225 Roosevelt Rd. 
Muskegon, MI 49441   
231-755-1292    
 

www.tlcmuskegon.org | www.facebook.com/tlcmuskegon 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP  
WITH US 

 

Sundays 9:30 a.m.  
 

BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Sundays 10:45 a.m. 

MENS: Wednesdays 11:30 a.m.          
(Seminole Shores Professional Bldg) 

MENS: Saturdays 7:30 a.m. 

OUR MISSION 
 

Trinity seeks to bring the living 
water of the Gospel through 
whatever we do!  Trinity is a 
spring of living WATER. 

Rev. Paul Appold, Pastor | revpappold@comcast.net  

Joel Zander, Director of Youth & Family Life | joelz@tlcmuskegon.org  

Barb Rudick, Director of Outreach & Care | barb.rudick@gmail.com  

Laura Custer, Ministry Assistant | laurac@tlcmuskegon.org  

Anna Woell, Ministry Assistant | annaw@tlcmuskegon.org  

West Shore Lutheran School 
231-755-1048 
 

www.westshorelutheran.com 
 

Brad Feenstra, Principal | brad04_92@yahoo.com 
 

Lisa Serene, Child Care Director | wsls_childcare@hotmail.com  
 

Leanne Wiebenga, Preschool Director  
 

Tammy Ewalt, Office Administrator | westshorelutheran@gmail.com   

Sign up for our weekend update email at 
https://tlcmuskegon.360unite.com/weekend-update-email  

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
3225 Roosevelt Rd. 
Muskegon, MI 49441 

http://www.tlcmuskegon.org
http://www.facebook.com/tlcmuskegon
https://www.google.com/maps/place/427+Seminole+Rd,+Norton+Shores,+MI+49444/@43.1867119,-86.2568547,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88197e01892fed67:0xf1ad6664438349df!8m2!3d43.1867119!4d-86.254666
mailto:revpappold@comcast.net
mailto:joelz@tlcmuskegon.org
mailto:barb.rudick@gmail.com
mailto:laurac@tlcmuskegon.org
mailto:annaw@tlcmuskegon.org
http://www.westshorelutheran.com
mailto:brad04_92@yahoo.com
mailto:wsls_childcare@hotmail.com
mailto:westshorelutheran@gmail.com
mailto:https://tlcmuskegon.360unite.com/weekend-update-email

