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Mission Statement 
[Who We Are] 

 

Leading with the Gospel, we at Trinity Lutheran 

Church and School strive to: 
 

HUMBLY AND KNOWINGLY FOLLOW JESUS, 

SEEKING JOY THROUGH HIM IN WORSHIP, 

TEACHING, AND PRAYER. 
 

 
 

Vision Statement 
[Who We Endeavor to Be] 

 

Leading with the Gospel, we at Trinity Lutheran 

Church and School endeavor to: 
 

LIVE [up] BY FAITH, BE KNOWN [out] BY 

CHRIST’S LOVE, and REJOICE [in] HIS 

FORGIVENESS. 
 

“Redeemed and restored, we are rejoicing in Jesus!” 
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AS WE GATHER 
 

By way of God’s grace, and the Holy Spirit, the Lord equipped His people for a vibrant 
life with Him and lived out in the world. One of the ways He did this was through 
various spiritual practices, or disciplines. Each drawn from God’s Word, these faith 
strengthening practices, governed by the movement of the Holy Spirit, accompanied 
the 1st Century Christians, propelling them into a life of witness and service.  
 

Tonight’s service centers on the spiritual practice of hospitality, which for the disciple 
of Jesus is more than simply a moral obligation extended to just friends, but a gift 
extended more to the least, last and lost of society. Lactantius, a 4th century Christian, 
wrote: “the house of a just man ought not be open to the illustrious, but to the lowly 
and abject.” Indeed, such is the way of the Savior Himself, and so our way. Welcome, 
as we acknowledge yet one more gift, received from and returned to God, with full 
and joyful hearts. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
PRE-SERVICE SONG “Jesus Messiah” (Words & Music by Daniel Carlson, Chris Tomlin, 
Ed Cash & Jesse Reeves © 2008 Vamos Publishing | worshiptogether.com songs | 
sixsteps Music | Alletrop Music) 
 

1. Solo 

Chorus:     Jesus, Messiah, Name above all names; blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel. 
                  The Rescue for sinners, the Ransom from heaven; Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
 

2. His body the bread, His blood the wine, broken and poured out all for love; 

      The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn – love so amazing, love so amazing. 
      (Chorus) 
 

Bridge:     All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You. 
                  All the glory to You, God, the Light of the world. (Chorus) 
 

Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all.  The Lord of all, the Lord of all.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 

Gracious Father. As we consider what it is You have done to invite us into Your 
presence and make us welcome in Your family, we ask that You might open our eyes 
and ears to those who feel alone in this world. May we understand the grace You have 
offered us more deeply, and allow it to compel us to offer hospitality to those we 
encounter each day in a loving and gracious way. In the name of Jesus and through the 
work of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 

Pastor: Now is the time of God’s favor; 
Congregation:  now is the day of salvation. 
 

Pastor: Turn us again, O God of our salvation, 
Congregation: that the light of Your face may shine on us. 
 

Pastor: May Your justice shine like the sun; 
Congregation: and may the poor be lifted up. 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION   “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”                              LSB 435 
 

For this and all subsequent hymns, please see PowerPoint slides or the hymnal. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led 
Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire 
by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may 
His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You 
are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your 
creatures, glorify You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

VARIOUS READINGS ON CELEBRATION 
 

*Acts 2:42-47 
 

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common.                                                                               
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45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds 
to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 
47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were being saved. 

Romans 12:13 
 

Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

*Romans 15:5-7 
 

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with 
one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

Hebrews 13:2 
 

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares. 

Matthew 8:20 
 

And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son 
of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 

Matthew 25:34-46 
 

34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, 
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 
And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer 
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did 
it to me.’ 
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41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  
44 Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will 
answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

Luke 14:12-14 
 

He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, 
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they 
also invite you in return and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 
 

John 1:10-12 
 

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 
him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. 
 

*John 14:1-3 
 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 
 

HYMN     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                                                    LSB 700, St. 1-3 
 

MEDITATION    
 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS: 

How is our culture today like the fragmented and multicultural society of the early 
Christians?  What are the implications for the practice of hospitality today? 
 



7 
 

How is hospitality “sacramental” or “incarnational”? 
 

Which of the Scriptures on hospitality resonated with you?  What attracted you to the 
Scripture? 
 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES: 
 

Talk About It 
 

Reflect on a time when you were made to feel deeply welcomed. Share your story with 
a fellow worshipper near you. 
 

When have you been wounded because you were not welcomed and received? How 
does the welcome of Jesus in tonight’s Scriptures speak into that pain? Share your pain 
and reflect on the significance that Jesus is preparing a place for you even now in His 
Father’s house. 
 

Act on It 
 

Ready to practice hospitality in real time? Pull out your calendar and set the date … 
and maybe a rain date as well. Begin praying to Jesus about your plans. Ask Him to 
bring to you the people who most need some love and connection. Easter is coming. Is 
that the day for you to invite people who are alone to join you for lunch after church? 
 

Hospitality is not about serving a gourmet meal or having a spotless home. Hospitality 
is about welcoming others into your life because Jesus has welcomed you into His life. 
Consider having a “Stone Soup” meal at your house, inviting people to bring an 
ingredient … whatever they chose to bring … to add to your basic soup stock. The 
whole meal becomes a collaboration of host and guests with lots of fun, laughter and 
surprises. Not clear on how it works? Look up the “Stone Soup” story in the internet 
and enjoy! 
 

Hospitality is not something we do alone. It invites others in. When you have people 
over, if they offer to help, be sure to welcome them to come alongside. Some of the 
best conversations occur as one washes and the other dries the dishes! 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                              LSB 700, St. 4 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: As we mark the forty days of Lent with repentance and 
forgiveness, let us pray for the renewal of the Church and the 
restoration of the world to the life of God in Christ. 

 

Silence for time of personal reflection. 
 

Various petitions and praises may be offered. 
 

Pastor: Gracious Father, please hear the prayers that flow from our lips, 
and sustain us with the forgiveness won by Jesus’ death and res-
urrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

Sharing of God’s peace. 
 

OFFERTORY “Create in Me”                                         LSB 956 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Please see PowerPoint or back of hymnal. 
 

BENEDICTION  Romans 15:13 
 

Pastor: Now, may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN     “Where Charity and Love Prevail”                                                LSB 845 
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