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AS WE GATHER
Our thoughts on this Christmas Eve turn in celebration for a year that has brought
many challenges, wherein, the Good News of the birth of Jesus is always timely. This
evening our service will be a reflection on a series of Lessons & Carols, reminding us
from whence we have come, and where our Lord leads us. Let us rejoice together as
we once again ring in our Savior’s coming to us as a baby at Bethlehem. He is the longawaited Messiah who came to rescue His people from sin and death through His
blood. He would come to us, still, seeking a home in all who would receive Him.
Welcome Him anew, the newborn King!
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND CONGREGATIONAL GREETING
OPENING HYMN
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“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

LSB 379, St. 1-3

INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Pastor:
Congregation:
ENTRANCE PSALM

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Isaiah 9:2, 6; John 1:4-5, 14

Pastor:
Congregation:

The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Those who have dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them the
Light, who is Jesus, has shined.
We have beheld His glory as of the only Son from the Father.

Pastor:
Congregation:

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given!
In Him is life, and the Life is the Light of all.

CONFESSION OF SINS
Pastor:

Congregation:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, [and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,] let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people,
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
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WORD OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
Pastor:

Congregation:

Upon this your confession, I, as a fellow redeemed of Jesus, and
as His called and ordained servant in this place, announce the
grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ, rejoice to forgive all of your sins, in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

KYRIE
Pastor:
Congregation:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Congregation:

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

LSB 379, St. 4

Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

O Lord, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance and
celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus.
grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may
with sure confidence behold Him when He comes again to be
our Judge;

Congregation:

Pastor:
Congregation:

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lessons & Carols
The “Seed” of the Woman Shall Be Victorious
Reading: Genesis 3:8-15
8 And

they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him,
“Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I
ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14 The LORD

God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
Lector:
Congregation:

At many times and in many ways, God spoke to His people of old
by the prophets.
But now, in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
(The 1st Advent candle is lit.)
Meditation
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“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”
LSB 352: 1, 6-7
1. Let the earth now praise the Lord. Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.
6. Bruise for me the serpent’s head that, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to you in faith, safely kept through life and death.
7. Then when You will come again as the glorious king to reign.
I with joy will see Your face, freely ransomed by Your grace.

The People Who Walked in Darkness Have Seen a Great Light
Reading: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone. …
6 For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon His shoulder,
and His name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of His government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over His kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Lector:
Congregation:

At many times and in many ways, God spoke to His people of old
by the prophets.
But now, in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
(The 2nd Advent candle is lit.)
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Meditation
“Wonderful, Counselor”
(Words & Music by John Michael Talbot, 1980 Birdwing Music/Cherry Lane Music
Publishing Co.)
Chorus:

Sing Hallelujah to the Wonderful Counselor,
Sing Hallelujah to the Mighty God.
Sing Hallelujah to the Father forever and
Sing Hallelujah to the true Prince of Peace.

A Branch Will Grow from the Root of Jesse
Reading: Micah 5:2-5a
2

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days.
3 Therefore He shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of His brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
4 And He shall stand and shepherd His flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord His God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now He shall be great
to the ends of the earth.
5 And He shall be their peace.
Lector:
Congregation:

At many times and in many ways, God spoke to His people of old
by the prophets.
But now, in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
(The 3rd Advent candle is lit.)
Meditation
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“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
LSB 361:1, 4
1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray.
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

The Angel Gabriel Heralds the Good News to Mary
Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38
26 In

the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus. 32 He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to Him
the throne of His father David, 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of His kingdom there will be no end.”
34 And

Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

35 And

the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God. … 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to
me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
Lector:
Congregation:

At many times and in many ways, God spoke to His people of old
by the prophets.
But now, in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
(The 4th Advent candle is lit.)
9

Meditation
“What Child Is This?”
LSB 370:1-2
1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!
2. Why lies He in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary!

The Savior Is Born!
Lesson: Matthew 1:18-25
18 Now

the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save
His people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did
as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until
she had given birth to a son. And he called His name Jesus.
Lector:
Congregation:

At many times and in many ways, God spoke to His people of old
by the prophets.
But now, in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
(The CHRIST candle is lit.)
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Meditation
[4:00 p.m.]
“Joseph’s Song”
Mike Stewart, Soloist
[9:00 p.m.]
“Christmas Lullaby”
(Words & Music by Amy Grant & Chris Eaton © 1999 SGO Music Publishing Ltd.
(Admin. By CURB | Word Music Publishing Grant Girls Music, LLC (Admin. By Music
Services, Inc. Curb Dayspring Music (Admin. By Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.)
The congregation is encouraged to join in on this third verse:
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.
Take us to heaven, to live with Thee there.

Shepherds Tell the Story
Lesson: Luke 2:8-16
8 And

in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,
14 “Glory

to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!”
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15 When

the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying
that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at
what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering
them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Lector:
Congregation:

At many times and in many ways, God spoke to His people of old
by the prophets.
But now, in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Meditation
Public domain

HYMN

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

LSB 368, St. 1

Public domain
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Let us pray for God’s great mercy, asking that He would hear our
petitions and grant them according to His gracious will.
As we recall the first Christmas, Lord, we thank You for the gift
of Jesus. Give us faith to hold firm and fast to the salvation that
He brings as He comes to us still as our Savior, our Brother, and
our Friend. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

As we remember Mary and Joseph, we thank You for the gift of
family. Give us hearts to appreciate the gifts we receive through
them, even as we seek to cherish and nurture all of the relationships in our lives. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

As we echo the song of the angels, we thank You for the gifts of
poetry and music and for all of the writers and composers who
have enriched our celebration with their devotion and creativity.
Grant us grace to bring You all that is the best and beautiful in
our worship. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

As we think of the shepherds to whom the angel brought the
greatest of news, we thank You for those who serve in all
vocations of life, including those whose daily work often goes
unnoticed. We commend to Your special care those who labor
and serve on our behalf, especially those whose labor is
challenging or hazardous. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR
PRAYER.

Pastor:

As we consider those who were at the inn surrounding Mary and
Joseph and the baby Jesus, we pray for all situations and
conditions of people, especially those on our hearts at this time.
Be with them and bless them according to their needs, Lord, and
give us opportunities to be of comfort and assistance in Your
name. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

These and any other things You would have us ask of You,
heavenly Father, grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who also taught us to pray:
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LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

All:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS

Children

OFFERTORY PRAYER
[4:00 pm service continues with CHRISTMAS BY CANDLELIGHT, page 17]
[9:00 pm service continues below with the SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT]
T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

[Colossians 3:1]

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[Psalm 136]

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, for You fulfilled Your promise of a Savior by
sending Your Son to be David’s greater Son, who rules and reign
over all things for ever and ever. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

LSB 380, St. 1

Public domain

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:
Congregation:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Come.
Revelation 22:20

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord T be with you always.
Amen.
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AGNUS DEI

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

LSB 380, St. 2

Public domain

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER tonight, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. All who are
communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on p. 305, and the
Questions on pp. 306-307, in the front of the hymnal.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

LSB 380, St. 3

Public domain

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Congregation:

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that Your promises have
been fulfilled among us today. Give us joy in knowing that the
same Savior who became flesh in the Virgin’s womb, still comes
to us today, fulfilling Your promise to abide with us even to
eternity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHRISTMAS BY CANDLELIGHT

Behold! The Mystery!
Meditation
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Lesson: John 1:1-5, 9-14
1 In

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without
Him was not anything made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. …
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in
the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him.
11 He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. 12 But to all who did
receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God,
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God.
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about
Him, and cried out, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before
me, because He was before me.’”) 16 For from His fullness we have all received, grace
upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, He
has made Him known.
2 He

Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord!
Praise to You, O Christ!

The Congregation is asked to “light” their candles.
Pastor:

Congregation:

Pastor:

Congregation:
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As light illumines our faces, it symbolizes the light of Christ
coming into the world as our Savior. Rejoice, therefore, for the
Light of the world has come, whose message we have heard, and
now proclaim: God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.
If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us
from all sin.
Jesus says, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill
cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.
“Let your light shine, therefore, before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is
in heaven.”

HYMN

“Silent Night, Holy Night”

LSB 363

Public domain

BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN

“Joy to the World”

LSB 387, St 1-2

Public domain
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Christmas Day
10:00 a.m.
(With Holy Communion)
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