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AS WE GATHER
Are we there yet? Indeed, this morning’s worship brings us straight to the Christmas
Crib. With the “hustle and bustle” of that season complete, we approach the doorstep
of the Manger. Jesus is there! He has come. We rejoice to meet Him.
Wherein, we focus our attention this morning on a very different part of the Christmas
message. Gone are the details of Matthew’s or Luke’s accounts, and in its place is the
grand expression of a cosmic event, long promised and now fulfilled. God’s own Son
stoops to become flesh and bone. As the Word made flesh He has come to fulfill the
promise laid down before the foundation of the world, all to rescue His lost creation.
Jesus has arrived! We rejoice this happy morning to sing our Savior into the world!
PRELUDE
PRE-SERVICE SONG
♫
Chorus:

“Wonderful, Counselor”
(Words & Music by John Michael Talbot,
© 1980 Birdwing Music/Cherry Lane Music Publishing Co.)
Sing Hallelujah to the Wonderful Counselor,
Sing Hallelujah to the Mighty God.
Sing Hallelujah to the Father forever and
Sing Hallelujah to the true Prince of Peace. ♫

WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
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OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:
Congregation:

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them the light
has shined.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the Light no darkness can overcome.

Pastor:
Congregation:

And the Word that is Jesus, became flesh and dwelt among us;
we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

ENTRANCE HYMN

“Joy to the World”

LSB 387, St. 1-2, 4

Public domain
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CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE
Pastor:
Congregation:

Oh, sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day
to day.

Pastor:

Declare His glory among the nations, His works among all the
peoples!
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He is feared
above all gods.

Congregation:

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice; let the sea roar,
and all that fills it;
let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall the forest
trees sing for joy.

ALL:

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY
SPIRIT. AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW, WILL BE
FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Oh, sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day
to day.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

O God, as You make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of
Your only-begotten Son, grant that we, who joyfully receive Him
as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold Him when
He comes to be our judge; who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Congregation:
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T WORD T
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52:7–10

(The Lord comforts His people.)

7 How

beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of Him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8 The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion.
9 Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted His people; He has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

Hebrews 1:1–6

(God has now spoken through His Son.)

1 Long

ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed
the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world. 3 He is the radiance of
the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, and He upholds the universe by
the word of His power. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name
He has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
5 For

to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten
you”?
Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”?
6 And

again, when He brings the firstborn into the world, He says, “Let all God's angels
worship Him.”
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ALLELUIA VERSE
♫
CHORUS:

“Born in Bethlehem”
(Words and Music by Third Day)
Hallelujah, the King is here, given for all men.
For today, the holy Son of God is born in Bethlehem. ♫

HOLY GOSPEL

John 1:1–14
(The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.)

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1 In

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without
Him was not anything made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
2 He

6 There

was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light,
but came to bear witness about the light.
9 The

true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in
the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him.
11 He came to his own, and His own people did not receive Him. 12 But to all who did
receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God,
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God.
14 And

the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Pastor:
Congregation:

In many and in various ways, God spoke to His people of old by
the prophets.
But in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
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HYMN

“O Sing of Christ”

LSB 362

© 1996 Stephen P. Starke
Public domain
admin. Concordia Publishing House.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549 .

SERMON
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CREED

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

Dear heavenly Father, in the incarnation of Jesus You revealed
good news and great joy for all the earth to hear. Embolden us
to spread the good news and great joy of Your Son to the ends
of the earth. For the people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.
Lord, the darkness of death still envelops us, and many are
suffering in grief. Comfort those grieving loved ones with hope
of the resurrection to eternal peace and life, [especially . . .]. For
the people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.
Lord, shine Your light upon all of the leaders of the world, that
we live in peace and quietness without war or violence. For the
people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.
Lord, You have shined the light of Christ on the world. Help us
reflect Your light to those who are experiencing the darkness of
the world. Bring community to the lonely, stability to those in
transition, and safety to all those who have suffered abuse. For
the people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.
Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and
recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and heal
them according to Your good and gracious will. For the people
who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.
Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies,
which are new every morning. For the people who walked in
darkness
have seen a great light. Amen.
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MUSICAL OFFERING “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

“Bewersdorff Family Choir”

T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Colossians 3:1

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Psalm 136

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

SANCTUS
♫

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your
Son, we may know and love those things that are not seen.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and singing:
[TUNE: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”]
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Sabaoth, adored;
Heav'n and earth with full acclaim
Shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of Christ the Lord!
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Sabaoth, adored.
(c) 1998 Stephen Starke. Admin.

Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, King of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and have given Your only-begotten Son
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life.
In the beginning You created all things by Your Word. In the
fullness of time Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
full of grace and truth.

Congregation:

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully
eating His body and drinking His blood, we may receive the
fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:
Congregation:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Revelation 22:20
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LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of
Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our
lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:

Congregation:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
Numbers 6:24–26
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CLOSING HYMN

“Let All Together Praise Our God”

LSB 389, Sts. 1, 3, 5, 7

1. Let all together praise our God before His glorious throne;
Today He opens heav’n again to give us His own Son,
To give us His own Son.
3. Within an earthborn form He hides His all-creating light;
To serve us all He humbly cloaks the splendor of His might,
The splendor of His might.
5. He is a servant, I a lord: how great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.
7. Your grace in lowliness revealed, Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield and Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.
DISMISSAL
Pastor:
Congregation:

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Special thanks to all our musicians who delighted us with beautiful
musical offerings this Christmas Day. A special thanks to RoseMarie Hill
for playing the organ, Ian Wallace on the trumpet and the Bewersdorff
family. What a blessing! Thank you.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Other music and streaming license used by permission: CCLI License # 500626.
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A Joyous
Christmas
to all.
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