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AS WE GATHER
We stand at the threshold not only of an old and familiar story but also that of an old,
yet familiar, mystery, the greatest mystery ever told. It doesn’t appear on any list of
greatest novels or plays written by earthly authors. It is the mystery of God. More
specifically, it is the mystery of His love for the salvation of the world. But as we
prepare to review the mystery of God—the Son of God becoming incarnate in our
human flesh and born of the Virgin Mary—the greater mystery is that He, Jesus, looks
over your shoulder now in the retelling and hearing of Christmas. The greater mystery
is that you not only know the old, familiar story but also that you believe it. And
believing brings about the best mystery of all—that your sins are forgiven, that you
have a new, eternal life, that you are forever a child, a son, a daughter, born of God.
The Gospel—the wisdom and mystery of God—is no longer a secret. For it is told by
your own mouth singing of God’s love and salvation in Jesus Christ.
PRELUDE
PRE-SERVICE SONG “Our God Saves” (Words & Music by Paul Baloche and Brenton
Brown © 2007 Thankyou Music | Integrity’s Hosanna! Music | Leadworship Songs)
In the Name of the Father, in the Name of the Son,
in the Name of the Spirit, Lord, we come.
We’re gathered together to lift up Your Name, to call on our Savior
to fall on Your Grace.
Hear the joyful sound of our offering, as Your saints bow down as Your people sing.
We will rise with You lifted on Your Wings, and the world will see that …
Chorus 1:

Our God saves, our God saves. There is hope in Your name.

(Repeat full verse above & chorus 1)
Chorus 2:

Mourning turns to songs of praise.
Our God saves, our God saves.

Repeat Choruses 1 & 2
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
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T PREPARATION T
INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Pastor:
Congregation:
OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Psalm 89:1
I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever;
with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness, to all
generations.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
Pastor:

Congregation:

Pastor:

Congregation:

That our eyes and our ears may be open to receive the mystery
of God’s love, let us first empty ourselves of everything that has
closed our hearts to God, confessing our sin and need of
forgiveness and life.
At the Lord’s own invitation and command, I confess all my sins
to God, the very thoughts, words, and deeds with which I have
offended Him and hurt my neighbor. I come now in the sincere
hope and faith of the forgiveness of God made known to the
whole world in the mystery of His Son, Jesus Christ, who has
sacrificed His own flesh and blood for me. Remove my sin and
guilt for His sake, and restore a right spirit within me. Amen.
Upon this your confession, I, as a fellow redeemed in Jesus, and
by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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T WORD T
ENTRANCE PSALM “O Antiphons”
Pastor:
Congregation:

God speaks the Word, our hearts respond.
O Wisdom, come, and make us wise!

Pastor:
Congregation:

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a
branch will bear fruit.”
O Branch of Jesse, come; spring forth!

Pastor:
Congregation:

“To us a child is born; to us a son is given.”
O Lord, stretch out your mighty arm!

Pastor:
Congregation:

“His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
O King of Nations, come, and make us one!

Pastor:
Congregation:

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”
O Sun of Righteousness, arise and shine!

Pastor:

“Small as you are, O Bethlehem, out of you shall come the one
who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from
ancient times.”
O Key of David, free us; come!

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
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“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will
call his name God – with – us.”
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel!

HYMN OF PRAISE [9:00 a.m.] “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

LSB 338

[10:30 a.m.] “You Are So Good to Me” (Words & Music Ben Pasley, Don Chaffer and
Robin Pasley © 1999 Blue Renaissance Music | Hey Ruth Music | Squint Songs)
Refrain:

You are beautiful my sweet, sweet Song.
You are beautiful my sweet, sweet Song.
You are beautiful my sweet, sweet Song. I will sing again!

1. You are so good to me. You heal my broken heart. You are my Father
in heaven. (Repeat) (Refrain)
2. You ride upon the clouds. You lead me to the truth. You are the Spirit
inside me. (Repeat) (Refrain)
Bridge:

You are my strong Melody. You are my dancing Rhythm.
You are my perfect Rhyme. I will sing of You, Lord, forever.

3. You poured out all Your blood. You died upon the cross. You are my
Jesus who loves me. (Repeat) (Refrain and Repeat)
You are my Father in heaven. You are the Spirit inside me. You are my
Jesus who loves me.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your
beloved Son. Enter each awaiting heart with cleansing love, and
fill our lips and lives with songs of praise for our coming King;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Congregation:

OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 (The Lord’s covenant with David.)
1

Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his
surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king, “Go,
do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”
4 But

that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell My servant
David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build Me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived
in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I
have been moving about in a tent for My dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved
with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I
commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built Me a
house of cedar?”’ 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, ‘Thus says
the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you
should be prince over My people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you went
and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great
name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for My
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be
disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the
time that I appointed judges over My people Israel. And I will give you rest from all
your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a
house. … 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before Me.
Your throne shall be established forever.’”
Lector:
Congregation:
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

Romans 16:25-27

(Doxology to the Lord.)

25 Now

to him who is able to strengthen you according to My gospel and the preaching
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long
ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made
known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ!
Amen.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA and VERSE
Pastor:
Congregation:

Alleluia. Alleluia.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

Pastor:
Congregation:

and they shall call His name Immanuel.
Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 1:26-38 (The birth of Jesus foretold.)

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

26 In

the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus. 32 He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to Him
the throne of His father David, 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of His kingdom there will be no end.”
34 And

Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
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35 And

the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived
a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be
to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH “In God We Believe”

[TUNE: LSB 802]

In God we believe: the Creator whose pow’r
In mercy has brought us for worship this hour.
He graciously grants us our years and our days
And blesses with kindness our work and our ways.
In Jesus the Savior our hope is secured.
True God and true man once the cross He endured
To grant our lives wholeness, forgiveness of sin.
With hearts freed from guilt, we know true peace within.
God’s Spirit at work in our lives we confess;
With power and truth the Church now He does bless.
As saints, God’s forgiven, one day we shall then
Be living in glory forever. Amen.
SERMON
8

HYMN OF RESPONSE “Joy Has Dawned” (Words & Music by Stuart Townend and
Keith Getty © 2004 Thankyou Music)
Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation;
God’s salvation now unfurled, hope for ev’ry nation.
Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory,
But a humble gift of love: Jesus born of Mary.
Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels;
As the mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable.
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness.
Cling now to a mother’s breast, vuln’rable and helpless.
Shepherds bow before the Lamb, gazing at the glory;
Gifts of men from distant lands prophesy the story.
Gold, a King is born today; Incense, God is with us;
Myrrh, His death will make a way, by His blood He’ll win us.
Son of Adam, son of heav’n, given as a ransom,
Reconciling God and man, Christ our mighty Champion!
What a Savior, what a Friend, what a glorious mystery:
Once a babe in Bethlehem, now the Lord of history.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.
Almighty God, as we draw closer to the grand celebration of the
incarnation and birth of Your beloved Son, our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, we thank You for making known the mystery of
Your love from the very first promise to Adam and Eve, through
the continued witness of the holy prophets, apostles, and
evangelists, and finally through Your living voice through the
ministers of Your Church to this day. Grant that Your living
Word ever call us and all sinners to repentance and faith in Your
only-begotten Son. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
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Pastor:

Keep all You have called to preach, teach and care for Your people in
true faith, guard them against the attacks of the evil one, and give them
joy in their ministry. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Descend, O Holy Spirit, over Your creation, that those who lead us in in
government may acknowledge Your will, making for times of peace that
we may live faithfully in safety. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

By Word and Sacrament, strengthen us, O Lord, to obedient living. Send
Your grace, mercy and peace to surround our families, inspire those of
various vocations in the world, comfort, defend, and heal all those in
times of illness or distress. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Pastor:

OFFERTORY

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

“Hark the Glad Sound”

LSB 349, v. 1

1. Public domain
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T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

[Colossians 3:1]

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[Psalm 136]

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the
mystery of the Word made flesh You have made known to all
nations Your own glory, that in Your Son is fulfilled the hope of
all mankind of forgiveness and eternal life with You. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:

SANCTUS

“Hark the Glad Sound”

LSB 349, v. 4

Public domain
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:
Congregation:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Come.
Revelation 22:20

Pastor:

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

All:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:
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The peace of the Lord T be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

“Agnus Dei—I”

LSB 962

1. © 1975 International Consultation on English Texts.

2. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
© 2001 Paul D. Weber. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549 .
3.

DISTRIBUTION
BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Let us pray.

Congregation:

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who
in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we
thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace
in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that
we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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BLESSING

(Adapted from Romans 16:25-27)

Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

Now to Him who is able to strengthen you according to the
revelation of the mystery kept secret for the ages.
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!

Congregation

To Him who has now been revealed, according to the command
of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith.
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!

Pastor:
Congregation:

To the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ!
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!

CLOSING HYMN

“Joy to the World”

LSB 387, v. 1-2, 4

Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Other music and streaming license used by permission: CCLI License # 500626.
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Reading the Bible in a Year
DATE

CHRONOLOGICAL

OLD & NEW HISTORICAL
TESTAMENT

BEGINNING
END

December 20

1 Peter 1-5

John 7-8

Hebrews 11-13

December 21

Hebrews 1-6

John 9-10

James 1-5

December 22

Hebrews 7-10

John 11-12

I Peter 1-5

December 23

Hebrews 11-13

John 13-15

2 Peter 1-3

December 24

2 Timothy 1-4

John 16-18

I John 1-5

December 25

2 Peter 1-3;
Jude
1 John 1-5

Micah 1-3;
Revelation 11
Micah 4-5;
Revelation12
Micah 6-7;
Revelation 13
Nahum 1-3;
Revelation 14
Habakkuk 1-3;
Revelation 15
Zephaniah 1-3;
Revelation 16

John 19-21

2 John; 3 John;
Jude

Haggai 1-2;
Revelation 17
Zechariah 1-4;
Revelation 18

1 John 1-5

Revelation 1-3

2 John; 3 John

Revelation 4-8

December 26
December 27

2 John;
3 John

TO

The flowers this morning have been given by
Mike Stewart in celebration of Gloria’s birthday; and by the
Weidlers in birthday celebration.

Guest Wi Fi is available at no charge while visiting Trinity Lutheran
Church, please feel free to log in.




NETWORK: TLC Guest
PASSWORD: Maple20!7
When prompted, Guest Access, Password: VisitingCHURCH
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Trinity Calendar for December 20—December 27, 2020
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9:00 am
10:30 am

5:00 pm

Worship w/ Holy Communion
Worship w/ Holy Communion
Worship Online (YouTube {TLCKeene Worship 12.20.20})
Men’s Wings Bible Study

6:00 pm
4:00 pm
9:00 pm
10:00 am

Sr. Youth Group???
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship (No Communion)
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship w/ Holy Communion
Christmas Day Worship w/ Holy Communion

9:00 am
10:30 am

Worship
Worship
Worship Online (YouTube {TLCKeene Worship 12.27.20})

Upcoming Meetings and Events:
Worship Attendance: Dec 9 (Midweek): 20
Dec 13: 65
Prayer List
Shut-ins: Bob T., June M., Rose L.
Illness/Surgery: Mike & wife Julie (Eileen’s neighbor), Matthew P., Scott Schneider’s
sister, Carolyn Boyd, Liz S., Uncle Moe, Naomi G., Norma H., Fred L., Diana, Abby B.,
Paula, Jen K., Christina, Tara L., Mike S., Doris S., Christian, Linda T.
Grief/Mourning: Boyd family, family of Pastor Reiter, Lambert Family (Mark’s
mother passed away recently), Iselin family (the passing of Henry);Parker family
Praises: Katy T., recovering well; Kasch, healing from cancer
Trinity Christian School: Mr. Evensen, Teachers, Students and Parents
Families of the week: The Long, the Martel and the Martin families.
Birthdays
23 December—Terry Fuller
26 December—Richie Randall, Jr.
Anniversaries
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Take a moment to remember Alvaro, the Seminary student from
Messiah Lutheran Church in Lynnfield, MA, whom we support with
a portion of our tithes to missions. Send him a note or card or
something. He is currently on Vicarage at the following Church:

Alvaro Witt Duarte
C/O Trinity Lutheran Church
619 Main Street
St. Joseph, MI 49085

December 20 – Advent IV – Anyone who experiences surprise pregnancy understands
Mary’s “greatly troubled” (Luke 1:29). But since every conception comes about only by
God’s good and gracious will, we can rest assured that especially in such circumstances,
“The Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28) and “You have found favor with God” (Luke 1:30).
Who needs “my body, my choice” when we can declare, “Let it be to my according to
Your Word” (Luke 1:38)?
December 20 “As we look forward to Christmas dinner and the celebration of our
Savior’s birth, let us remember that Christ’s coming into the world began with an
unexpected pregnancy. Mary of Nazareth was unmarried and certainly had reason to be
confused and afraid when she was asked to carry the Son of God. But she courageously
let God’s plan unfold for her and her Child and brought our Savior into this world,
despite her uncertain circumstances.” Right to Life of Michigan – A Life Quote from
Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org

We still need one person who is
willing to volunteer at the blood
Drive. Contact Larry or Miriam.
December 29, 9:00 am—3:00 pm
In the gym
Red Cross Blood Drive
Please sign up directly at
https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html
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PLEASE NOTE:
The balcony, accessible by 2 stairways or the
elevator, is reserved for “Mask Only” attendants.
If you have questions or need assistance please see
an Elder or Miriam. We will do our best to assist
you or give you information. Thank you for
respecting and observing this option.
The offering envelopes have been put in your mail box this
year. Please take them home and remember to use it. If
you didn’t get any and would like to, please contact Lori
Geer @ tlckeene.businessmgr@gmail.com.
She will be glad to match you up with a box!

WARMTH FOR THE WINTER UPDATE:
Blankets were given to each of our Shut-ins (Bob, June,
Rose). We received a thank you from Rose and it is posted
on the LWML bulletin board.
 38 blankets (fleece, knit & crocheted) were donated to Project
Linus for distribution to local facilities. Their Newsletter is
posted on the LWML bulletin board.
 Fleece scarves and pillowcases were donated to the Hundred
Nights Shelter.
 There is a tote located next to the LWML table for donations
of NEW handmade blankets, scarves and hats. We are
unable to accept used items at this time. This project is
ongoing with items being sent to LWR, Lutheran Indian
Ministries and other charities with needs as available.
 SO KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK, EVERYONE!
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Christmas Worship
Christmas Eve
“Lessons & Carols”
4:00 p.m.
(Candlelight)
9:00 p.m.
(With Holy Communion & Candlelight)

Christmas Day
10:00 a.m.
(With Holy Communion)
Please call or e-mail the Church Office to indicate which
service you will be attending!
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Church Office

Elders

Music Team

Hours: Monday–Thursday, 9 am–2 pm
Phone (603) 352-4446

Pastor Ed Harkey
Phone: (508) 813-8201
Ryan Sproul-Head Elder
Phone (603) 439-1986
Lonnie Geer
Phone: (603) 370-8928
Lenny Kosakowski
Phone (603) 852-6702
Larry Miller
Phone (603) 762-2923
Scott Schneider
Phone (603) 313-7251
Tim Wolfe
Phone (603) 352-8108

Pastor Ed Harkey
Phone: (508) 813-8201
Bob Stoeckmann
Phone (603) 352-7050
Rita Corey
Phone (603) 313-7220
Carol Kay
Phone (603) 352-7466
Mike Stewart
Phone (603)357-3152

Pastor – Ed Harkey
reveddiet@yahoo.com
Phone: (508) 813-8201
Office Hours: Mon–Thurs, 9 am–2 pm,
or call for appointment
Church Administrative Assistant –
Miriam Harkey
tlckeene.nh@gmail.com
Phone (603) 352-4446
Business Manager – Lori Geer
tlckeene.businessmgr@gmail.com
Phone (603) 352-4446
Head Elder
Ryan Sproul-Head Elder
rsproul@gmail.com
Phone (603) 439-1986
School Office
Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 am–4 pm
Phone (603) 352-9403
Principal – George Evensen
principal@tcskeene.com
School Administrative Assistant –
Maurice Weidler
tcs@tcskeene.com
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School Board
Vacant-Chairperson
Phone:
Vacant-Vice
Chairperson
Phone
Tom AbertTreasurer
Phone (603) 381-8840
Joyce Gray
Phone (603) 357-0434
Marcia Scadova
Phone: (603) 352-2359
Ruth Scheumann
Phone (603) 847-9531
Arlene Tompson
Phone: (603) 765-4033
Marlene Dabrowski
Phone: (603) 876-4046

Executive Team
Lonnie Geer-President
Phone (603) 370-8928
Ryan Sproul-Head
Elder
rsproul@gmail.com
Phone (603) 439-1986
Larry Miller-Head
Trustee
Phone (603) 762-2923
Gregg BurdettTreasurer
Phone (603) 304-6914
Judy Taylor-Recording
Secretary
Phone (603) 876-9447
Altar Guild
Co-leaders:
Jean Henderson
Phone (603)352-8716
Paula Miller
Phone (603)357-4746

