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AS WE GATHER
In our Advent preparations today, John the apostle and evangelist adds his testimony
along with John the Baptist, holding before us the joy of Jesus as the Light of the
world, who gives light and life to all who receive Him and believe in His name, along
with the right to become children of God. Because of our Lord’s continual supply of
grace by means of His Word and Sacraments, we are enabled to “greatly rejoice in the
LORD”; for by His Spirit of righteousness we lead lives of holiness of faith. This holiness
continually rejoices in the Lord, prays, and give thanks in all circumstances. It also
issues forth in light as we share the Light with others. With John the apostle and John
the Baptist, we rejoice, always prepared by faith to welcome and worship our Lord and
Savior, who comes to us daily with healing and deliverance.
PRELUDE
PRE-SERVICE SONG “You Are Holy” (Words & Music by Christine Byrd & Steve
Hindalong © 2002 New Spring Publishing, Inc./Never Say Never Songs)
Praise Father God, Giver of life;
Power and might, goodness and light, Ruler of all.
Praise to the Son, the living Christ;
Body and blood, mercy and love, sweet sacrifice.
Chorus:

You are ho-ly, ho-ly.
You are ho-ly, ho-ly.

Praise Holy Ghost, voice in the dark;
Healer and friend, fire and wind, Lord of our hearts.
Praise Father God, praise to the Son
Praise Holy Ghost, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. (Chorus)
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME

2

T PREPARATION T
INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Pastor:
Congregation:
OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Isaiah 40:8
The grass withers, the flower fades,
But the word of our God will stand forever.

CONFESSION
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

O God our Father, since You have set forth the way of life for us
in Your beloved Son, we confess with shame our slowness to
learn of Him, our failure to follow Him, and our reluctance to
bear the cross.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
Forgive us for the poverty of our worship, our neglect of
fellowship and of the Means of Grace, our hesitating witness for
Christ, our evasion of responsibility in Your service, and our
imperfect stewardship of Your gifts.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God.
Forgive us that so little of Your love has reached others through
us, that we have been thoughtless in our judgments, hasty in
condemnation, grudging in forgiveness, slow to seek
reconciliation, and unwilling to help our neighbors as we ought.
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love.
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit
within us.
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GOD’S WORD OF FORGIVENESS
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

Upon this your confession, as a fellow-redeemed with you, and
by the command of our Lord, I, a called and ordained servant of
Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
May the God of peace sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit,
soul, and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful, and He will do
it.
Amen.
T WORD T

ENTRANCE PSALM

Psalm 85:8–9, 12–13; antiphon: Psalm 85:7

Pastor:
Congregation:

O Lord,
Show us Your steadfast love, and grant us Your salvation.

Women:

Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for He will speak
peace to His people, to His saints; but let them not turn back to
folly.

Men:

Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, that glory
may dwell in our land.

Women:

Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its
increase.

Men:

Righteousness will go before Him and make His footsteps a way.

Congregation:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us Your
salvation.
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KYRIE
Pastor:
Congregation:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Congregation:

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
[9:00 a.m.] “Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes”

[TLH 64; TUNE: LSB 839]

1. Jesus, Your Church with longing eyes for Your expected coming waits.
When will the promised light arise and glory beam from heaven’s gates?
2. E’en now, when tempests round us fall and wintry clouds o’ercast the sky,
Your words with pleasure we recall and know that our redemption’s nigh.
3. Come, gracious Lord, our hearts renew, our sins forgive, our foes suppress,
Our rooted enmity subdue, and crown Your Gospel with success.
4. Oh, come and reign o’er ev’ry land; let Satan from his throne be hurled.
Let nations bow to Your command; let grace revive a dying world.
5. Teach us in watchfulness and prayer to wait for Your appointed hour,
And fit us by Your grace to share the triumphs of Your conqu’ring pow’r.
Text: William H. Bathurst, 1796–1877, abr., alt. Public domain
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[10:30 a.m.] “My Soul Magnifies the Lord” (Words & Music by Chris Tomlin & Daniel
Carlson Arr. Copyright © 2009 worshiptogether.com Songs/sixsteps Music/Vamos
Publishing (ASCAP) (adm. by EMI CMG Publishing)
Chorus:

My soul, my soul, magnifies the Lord.
My soul, my soul, magnifies the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come to us with Your presence.
Restore to us the joy of Your salvation and grant us a deep and
abiding peace for all of our days. By the working of the Holy
Spirit, lead us to share the joy that is ours without hesitation.
Keep us in true faith until the coming of Your glorious kingdom,
where You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

Congregation:

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (The Year of the Lord’s Favor)
1

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. …
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8 For

I the LORD love justice;
I hate robbery and wrong;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9 Their offspring shall be known among the nations,
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.
10 I

will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
He has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE
benediction.)

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

(Final instructions and

16 Rejoice

always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise
prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of
evil.
23 Now

may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He
who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ALLELUIA and VERSE

LSB, p. 205

HOLY GOSPEL

John 1:6-8, 19-28 (The testimony of John the Baptist)

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

6 There

was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light,
but came to bear witness about the light. … 19 And this is the testimony of John, when
the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah
said.” 24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why
are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John
answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know,
27 even He who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.”
28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
Pastor:
Congregation:
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

(3rd Article of the Creed with Explanation)

Pastor:

I believe in Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. What does this mean?

Congregation:

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He
calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true
faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my
sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise
me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.

SERMON
HYMN OF RESPONSE

“O Christ, Our True and Only Light”

LSB 839

1. O Christ, our true and only light, enlighten those who sit in night;
Let those afar now hear Your voice and in Your fold with us rejoice.
2. Fill with the radiance of Your grace the souls now lost in error’s maze;
Enlighten those whose inmost minds some dark delusion haunts and blinds.
3. O gently call those gone astray that they may find the saving way!
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed in You find peace and heav’nly rest.
4. Shine on the darkened and the cold; recall the wand’rers to Your fold.
Unite all those who walk apart; confirm the weak and doubting heart,
5. That they with us may evermore such grace with wond’ring thanks adore
And endless praise to You be giv’n by all Your Church in earth and heav’n.
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THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Jesus Christ and for all
people according to their needs:
We pray for the whole Christian community around the world
that, as people united in faith, we may witness to the good news
that is ours in Christ Jesus. Lord, be gracious to us.
Hear us, good Lord.
We pray for all nations of the earth, that in those places where
strife and discord rule, there may be times of peace. We pray for
our own nation, that we may find joy in that which is done
through it by the leaders and by the people. Lord, be gracious to
us.
Help us, good Lord.
We pray for all those situations we encounter in our daily lives
that the joy of Jesus may be evident in all that we say and do.
Lord, we ask You,
Show kindness to us and hear us.
We pray for the special concerns on our hearts today, including
health and family needs and situations that are part of life as we
are living it in these days, [including . . .]. Lord, come among us,
Grant us what is needed according to Your mercy.
For all those who have completed their earthly journeys in faith
and now rest from their labors in eternal peace and joy, serving
as witnesses of Your never-ending care, we bless You, O Lord.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Pastor:
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Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who also
taught us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

All:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Isaiah 40:8; Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:
Congregation:
All:

The grass withers,
the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace,
Amen.

Congregation:

CLOSING HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come”

LSB 332

1. Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth.
2. Not by human flesh and blood, by the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh – woman’s offspring pure and fresh.
4. Then stepped forth the Lord of all from His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began.
5. God the Father was His source, back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down, back then to His throne and crown.
7. From the manger newborn light shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides; in this light faith now abides.
8. Glory to the Father sing, glory to the Son, our King,
Glory to the Spirit be now and through eternity.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
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Reading the Bible in a Year
DATE

CHRONOLOGICAL

OLD & NEW HISTORICAL
TESTAMENT

BEGINNING
END

December 13

Acts 24-26

Hebrews 7-10

I Thessalonians 1-5

December 14

Acts 27-28

Hebrews 11-13

2 Thessalonians 1-3

December 15

2 Timothy 1-4

I Timothy 1-6

December 16

Colossians 1-4;
Philemon
Ephesians 1-6
Philippians 1-4

2 Peter 1-3;
Jude
John 1-2

2 Timothy 1-4

December 17
December 18

1 Timothy 1-6

December 19

Titus 1-3

December 20

1 Peter 1-5

Hosea 12-14;
Revelation 4
Joel 1-4;
Revelation 5
Amos 1-3;
Revelation 6
Amos 4-6;
Revelation 7
Amos 7-9;
Revelation 8
Obadiah;
Revelation 9
Jonah 1-4;
Revelation 10
Micah 1-3;
Revelation 11

John 3-4

Titus 1-3;
Philemon
Hebrews 1-6

John 5-6

Hebrews 7-10

John 7-8

Hebrews 11-13

TO

The flowers this morning have been given by
Pastor & Miriam in thankfulness for 38 years of marriage.
(How did this happen?!!!)
This also serves as a reminder to Pastor of how many years
it has been!
Guest Wi Fi is available at no charge while visiting Trinity Lutheran
Church, please feel free to log in.
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NETWORK: TLC Guest
PASSWORD: Maple20!7
When prompted, Guest Access, Password: VisitingCHURCH

Trinity Calendar for December 13—December 20, 2020
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9:00 am
10:30 am

5:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
5:00-7:30 pm
8:00 am
1:00 pm
9:00 am
10:30 am

Worship
Worship
Worship Online (YouTube {TLCKeene Worship 12.13.20})
Executive Team cancelled
Men’s Wings Bible Study
Advent Worship
Sr. Youth Group
TCS Kid’s Night Out
Men of Christ Bible Study
Taping of Worship Service
Worship w/ Holy Communion
Worship w/ Holy Communion
Worship Online (YouTube {TLCKeene Worship 12.20.20})

Upcoming Meetings and Events:
Worship Attendance: Dec 2 (Midweek): 24
Dec 6: 60
Prayer List
Shut-ins: Bob T., June M., Rose L.
Illness/Surgery: Mike & wife Julie (Eileen’s neighbor), Matthew P., Scott Schneider’s
sister, Carolyn Boyd, Liz S., Uncle Moe, Naomi G., Norma H., Fred L., Diana, Abby B.,
Paula, Jen K., Christina, Tara L., Frank, Mike S., Doris S., Christian, Linda T.
Grief/Mourning: Boyd family, family of Pastor Reiter, Lambert Family (Mark’s
mother passed away recently), Iselin family (the passing of Henry);Parker family
Praises: Katy T., recovering well; Kasch, healing from cancer
Trinity Christian School: Mr. Evensen, Teachers, Students and Parents
Families of the week: The Lawson, the Lightfoot and the Lincoln families
Birthdays
17 December—Sharon Cooper
18 December—Gloria Stewart
Anniversaries
18 December—Pastor & Miriam
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Take a moment to remember Alvaro, the Seminary student from
Messiah Lutheran Church in Lynnfield, MA, whom we support with
a portion of our tithes to missions. Send him a note or card or
something. He is currently on Vicarage at the following Church:

Alvaro Witt Duarte
C/O Trinity Lutheran Church
619 Main Street
St. Joseph, MI 49085

December 13 – Advent III – Few situations force us to acknowledge One greater than
ourselves (John 1:27) like surprise pregnancies and terminal diagnoses do. But when we
see how He comes as gentle gestating baby and humble suffering servant, and not only
binds up the brokenhearted (Isaiah 61:1) but keeps body and soul (1 Thessalonians
5:23-24), even these burdens give way to greater blessings.
December 13 “Will you be without loved ones this holiday season? Will you be
struggling with illness or discouragement? Will you feel the pressure to make the
holiday season great? You are not alone. You are not on your own. Read John 10, a
great chapter about a Good Shepherd. Listen to His voice comfort and strengthen you.”
Rev. John Boeder, Martin Luther College – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life •
www.lutheransforlife.org
Coming December 29, 9:00 am—3:00 pm
In the gym
Red Cross Blood Drive
Please sign up directly at
https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html
PLEASE NOTE:
The balcony, accessible by 2 stairways or the
elevator, is reserved for “Mask Only” attendants.
If you have questions or need assistance please see
an Elder or Miriam. We will do our best to assist
you or give you information. Thank you for
respecting and observing this option.
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The offering envelopes have been put in your mail box this
year. Please take them home and remember to use it. If
you didn’t get any and would like to, please contact Lori
Geer @ tlckeene.businessmgr@gmail.com.
She will be glad to match you up with a box!

TCS FOOD FUNDRAISER

WHEN: DECEMBER 17TH
WHERE: APPLEBEE’S, 40 KEY RD, KEENE
FLYERS ON THE NARTHEX TABLE

WARMTH FOR THE WINTER UPDATE:
Blankets were given to each of our Shut-ins (Bob, June,
Rose). We received a thank you from Rose and it is posted
on the LWML bulletin board.
 38 blankets (fleece, knit & crocheted) were donated to Project
Linus for distribution to local facilities. Their Newsletter is
posted on the LWML bulletin board.
 Fleece scarves and pillowcases were donated to the Hundred
Nights Shelter.
 There is a tote located next to the LWML table for donations
of NEW handmade blankets, scarves and hats. We are
unable to accept used items at this time. This project is
ongoing with items being sent to LWR, Lutheran Indian
Ministries and other charities with needs as available.
 SO KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK, EVERYONE!
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Church Office

Elders

Music Team

Hours: Monday–Thursday, 9 am–2 pm
Phone (603) 352-4446

Pastor Ed Harkey
Phone: (508) 813-8201
Ryan Sproul-Head Elder
Phone (603) 439-1986
Vacant
Phone
Lonnie Geer
Phone: (603) 370-8928
Lenny Kosakowski
Phone (603) 852-6702
Larry Miller
Phone (603) 762-2923
Scott Schneider
Phone (603) 313-7251
Tim Wolfe
Phone (603) 352-8108

Pastor Ed Harkey
Phone: (508) 813-8201
Bob Stoeckmann
Phone (603) 352-7050
Rita Corey
Phone (603) 313-7220
Carol Kay
Phone (603) 352-7466
Mike Stewart
Phone (603)357-3152

Pastor – Ed Harkey
reveddiet@yahoo.com
Phone: (508) 813-8201
Office Hours: Mon–Thurs, 9 am–2 pm,
or call for appointment
Church Administrative Assistant –
Miriam Harkey
tlckeene.nh@gmail.com
Phone (603) 352-4446
Business Manager – Lori Geer
tlckeene.businessmgr@gmail.com
Phone (603) 352-4446
Head Elder
Ryan Sproul-Head Elder
rsproul@gmail.com
Phone (603) 439-1986
School Office
Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 am–4 pm
Phone (603) 352-9403
Principal – George Evensen
principal@tcskeene.com
School Administrative Assistant –
Maurice Weidler
tcs@tcskeene.com
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School Board
Vacant-Chairperson
Phone:
Vacant-Vice
Chairperson
Phone
Tom AbertTreasurer
Phone (603) 381-8840
Joyce Gray
Phone (603) 357-0434
Marcia Scadova
Phone: (603) 352-2359
Ruth Scheumann
Phone (603) 847-9531
Arlene Tompson
Phone: (603) 765-4033
Marlene Dabrowski
Phone: (603) 876-4046

Executive Team
Lonnie Geer-President
Phone (603) 370-8928
Ryan Sproul-Head
Elder
rsproul@gmail.com
Phone (603) 439-1986
Larry Miller-Head
Trustee
Phone (603) 762-2923
Gregg BurdettTreasurer
Phone (603) 304-6914
Judy Taylor-Recording
Secretary
Phone (603) 876-9447
Altar Guild
Co-leaders:
Jean Henderson
Phone (603)352-8716
Paula Miller
Phone (603)357-4746

