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AS WE GATHER
“It has long been the custom of our people to turn in the fruitful autumn of the year in
praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God for His many blessings and mercies to us.”
These words, written by President Woodrow Wilson for Thanksgiving over one
hundred years ago, are just as timely now as they were then. Indeed, given what we
have endured as a people and country this past year, all the more is the call to praise
and thanks! Where, all told, we are still a blessed people, with so much for which we
can turn in praise and thanksgiving to God! We do so this evening, for simple gifts,
even as our Savior bids us to a Thanksgiving banquet of His own. Yes, join with your
Christian family to turn and give Him thanks and praise for not only the saving work He
has accomplished in your life, but for all of His gifts. “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for
He is good; for His steadfast love endures forever!” (Psalm 118:1).
PRE-SERVICE

“God of Wonders”
(Words & Music by Marc Byrd and Steve Hindalong)

Chorus:

God of wonders, beyond our galaxy –
You are holy, holy.
The universe declares Your majesty:
You are holy, holy.
Lord of heaven and earth.
Lord of heaven and earth.

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:

2

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Psalm 69:30; 100:4–5

Pastor:
Congregation:

I will praise the name of God with a song;
I will magnify Him with thanksgiving.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!
Give thanks to Him; bless His name!

Pastor:
Congregation:

For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever,
and His faithfulness to all generations.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:

Psalm 118:1

Since we are gathered to bow before God in thanksgiving, to
hear God’s Word, and to receive Christ’s body and blood in the
Eucharistic feast, let us first confess before our holy God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed. We
daily fall short of His glory. We can never purify ourselves from
our sins. Together, as one family in Jesus Christ, let us seek our
Father’s cleansing forgiveness.

In silent prayer, we confess our sins to the Lord.
Pastor:
Congregation:

Together, we pray:
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Pastor:

“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast love
endures forever!” For almighty God, in His steadfast love for
you, has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. Therefore, as a fellow-redeemed with you, and
as His called and ordained servant in this place, I rejoice to
forgive your sins, in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Congregation:
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T WORD T
KYRIE
Pastor:
Congregation:

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:

For the peace from above, and for the salvation let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Congregation:

For this holy house and for all who, offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

HYMN

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

LSB 892, St. 1-2, 4

1. Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest home;
All be safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied,
Come to God’s own temple, come; raise the song of harvest home.
2. All the world is God’s own field, fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.
4. Even so, Lord, quickly come to Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified, in Thy garner to abide:
Come with all Thine angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray.

Congregation:

Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You
graciously provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us
Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your goodness, give
thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience all
our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
THE SIMPLE GIFT OF FAITH

A READING FROM SCRIPTURE

Hebrews 11:7

7 By

faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear
constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and
became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
Lector:
Congregation:

MEDITATION

The eyes of all look to You, O Lord, and You give them their food
at the proper time.
You open up Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living
thing.
“By Faith”

PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

We give You thanks, O Lord, for the faith that sustains us
through all of our life’s joys and sorrows. For the gift and
heritage of faith passed on, from one generation to the next,
even to this present day, receive our gratitude and praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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HYMN

“We Praise You, O God”

LSB 785

1. We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You;
We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing.
2. We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You;
Through trial and tempest our guide You have been.
When perils o’er take us, You will not forsake us,
And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.
3. With voices united our praises we offer
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us.
To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!
THE SIMPLE GIFT OF THE HARVEST
A READING FROM SCRIPTURE

Genesis 27:26-29

26 Then

[Jacob’s] father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss me, my son.” 27 So he
came near and kissed him. And Isaac smelled the smell of his garments and blessed
him and said,
“See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed! 28 May
God give you of the dew of heaven and of the fatness of the earth and plenty of grain
and wine. 29 Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you. Be lord over your
brothers, and may your mother's sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who
curses you, and blessed be everyone who blesses you!”
Lector:
Congregation:

MEDITATION
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The eyes of all look to You, O Lord, and You give them their food
at the proper time.
You open up Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living
thing.
“Like the Smell of a Field”

PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

Lord of the harvest, receive our thanks for the yield of field and
orchard, mine and forest. Bring us close to the earth once more
that we may celebrate its increase and share the fruits of the
harvest with all who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

HYMN

"Let All Things Now Living”

1

Let all things now living, a song of thanksgiving
To God the Creator, triumphantly raise.
Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
Who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God’s banners are o’er us, His light goes before us,
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night.
Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished,
As forward we travel from light into light.

2

His law He enforces, the stars in their courses,
And sun in its orbit obediently shine;
The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains
The deeps of the ocean proclaim Him divine.
We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing,
With glad adoration a song let us raise.
Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:
To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!

[TUNE: LSB 643]
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THE SIMPLE GIFT OF CHERISHED RELATIONSHIPS
A READING FROM SCRIPTURE

Ruth 4:13-17

13 So

Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD
gave her conception, and she bore a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed
be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be
renowned in Israel! 15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old
age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has
given birth to him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became
his nurse. 17 And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has
been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of
David.
Lector:
Congregation:

MEDITATION

The eyes of all look to You, O Lord, and You give them their food
at the proper time.
You open up Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living
thing.
“Kinsman Redeemer”

PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:
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For those we hold dear in our hearts, O Lord, we give thanks to
You our Kinsman and Redeemer. For the family of humanity, for
the communion of saints, for our individual families and friends,
we praise You, O God, the Father of all; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

HYMN

“Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”

LSB 782

1. Gracious God, You send great blessings new each morning all our days.
For Your mercies never ending, for Your love we offer praise.
Refrain

Lord, we pray that we, Your people who Your gifts unnumbered claim,
Through the sharing of Your blessings may bring glory to Your name.

2. By Your Word You formed creation filled with creatures large and small;
As we tend that endless treasure may our care encircle all. (Refrain)
3. In His earthly life, our Savior knew the care of faithful friends;
May our deeds of dedication offer love that never ends. (Refrain)
4. Heav’nly Father, may our caring bear the imprint of Your grace;
With the Son and Holy Spirit, praise be Yours in every place! (Refrain)
THE SIMPLE GIFT OF THE NATION
A READING FROM SCRIPTURE

1 Chronicles 16:34-36

34 Oh

give thanks to the LORD, for He is good;
for His steadfast love endures forever!

35 Say

also:

“Save us, O God of our salvation,
and gather and deliver us from among the nations,
that we may give thanks to Your holy name and glory in Your praise.
36 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting!”
Then all the people said, “Amen!” and praised the LORD.
Lector:
Congregation:

MEDITATION

The eyes of all look to You, O Lord, and You give them their food
at the proper time.
You open up Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living
thing.
“A Nation’s Soul”
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PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

For the gifts of freedom, justice, and equality we give You
thanks, Lord of the nations. Save, us we pray, from sinful
national pride, and bestow on us a humble obedience that seeks
Your ways and furthers Your Word of life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

HYMN

“God Bless Our Native Land”

LSB 965

1. God bless our native land; firm may she ever stand through storm and night.
When the wild tempest rave, Ruler of wind and wave,
Do Thou our country save by Thy great might.
2. So shall our prayers arise to God above the skies; on Him we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh, guarding with watchful eye,
To Thee aloud we cry: God save the state!
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Luther’s Explanation to the 1st Article of the Apostles’ Creed)
Pastor:
Congregation:
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I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my senses, and
still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes,
food and drink, house and home, wife (husband) and children,
land, animals, and all that I have. He richly and daily provides
me with all that I need to support this body and life. He
defends me against all danger and guards and protects me
from all evil. All this He does out of fatherly divine goodness
and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this
it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is
most certainly true.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs. For the country in which we
live and work, that our land would turn to Christ in praise and
thanksgiving for all His blessings and mercies, let us pray to the
Lord.
Thank You, Lord, for Your many blessings!
For the Church and her faithful witness throughout the world,
that all who serve our Savior may make Him known in word and
action, let us pray to the Lord.
Thank You, Lord, for Your many blessings!
For all who lead others in our homes and workplaces, that our
vocations may be opportunities to serve the One who served us
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Thank You, Lord, for Your many blessings!
For this congregation, that our sharing in the Table of the Lord
may always lead us to praise and thanksgiving, let us pray to the
Lord.
Thank You, Lord, for Your many blessings!
For all who come to the Lord for healing,
[especially. . .], that they may experience the healing work of
Jesus and always turn to Him in thanksgiving and worship, let us
pray to the Lord.
Thank You, Lord, for Your many blessings!
For these and all other needs we have—both spoken and
unspoken—that we may boldly pray as children in the presence
of our loving Father, let us pray to the Lord.
Thank You, Lord, for Your many blessings, and especially for
answered prayer! Amen.

OFFERTORY
11

T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

[Colossians 3:1]

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[Psalm 136]

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

HYMN

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
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LSB 805

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
With Your ancient people Israel, who remembered Your
blessings even as they journeyed through the wilderness, we
recall the many wonders You have done. In the wonder of all
wonders, You have redeemed us through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat His body and
drink His blood, thereby receiving Your healing and forgiveness.
Now, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13 (Please see back cover of the hymnal.)

All:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord T be with you always.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
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HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

“Give Thanks”

LSB 806

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son.
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son.
And now let the weak say “I am strong,” let the poor say “I am rich,”
Because of what the Lord has done for us.
And now let the weak say “I am strong,” let the poor say “I am rich,”
Because of what the Lord has done for us.
Give thank, give thanks.
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Congregation:

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Psalm 118:1

Pastor:
Congregation:

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good;
for His steadfast love endures forever!

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Numbers 6:24–26
Amen.

Congregation:
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CLOSING HYMN

“Now Thank We All Our God”

LSB 895

1. Now thank we all our God with hearts and hand and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in whom His world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love and still is ours today.
2. Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us
And keep us in His grace and guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills in this world and the next!
3. All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns with them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore;
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.
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Announcing Advent
“The Heroes [aka Saints] of Advent”
In a world that seeks true and lasting role models of faith and life, you are invited to meet some of Christ’s own – some
known, others less known.
Sunday Divine Service – 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
November 29 – Noah & the Eve of St. Andrew, Apostle
December 6 – St. Nicholas of Myra, Pastor
December 13 – St. Lucia, Martyr
December 20 – The Eve of St. Thomas, Apostle
December 27 – St, John, Apostle & Evangelist
+++
Wednesday Mid-Week Compline – 7:00p.m.
[Sub Theme: “The Postures of Advent”]
[Sorry, No Suppers This Year ]
December 2 – Bibiana, Martyr & Chromatius, Pastor
December 9 – Hipparchus & the 7 Martyrs of Samosata
December 16 – Eusebius, Pastor & the Eve of Lazarus
Advent devotional resources available on the table in the Narthex

16

