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AS WE GATHER
Unless we are especially environmentally minded, we may care only about the trees
we see on a daily basis, such as the ones that drop sap or leaves on our cars, shade our
homes, and paint our landscapes. Although we may not see them every day, the
Bible’s trees are nonetheless relevant to us. In fact, considering them helps us realize
why we need a Savior, how God provided a Savior for us in the person of Jesus Christ,
and how the saved lives of repentant believers look. During this repentant season of
Lent, we consider “Living among the Bible’s Trees.” We continue by considering the
“staff of God.” Though not a tree technically, it stands as one, the very instrument of
God’s promise and power. In Moses’ and Aaron’s hands, God brought about the
redemption of His people, just one more stop on the way to our redemption by Christ
on the Cross. Welcome once again to this tree’s shade, and life in His name.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

“Give”

(Words & Music by Third Day)

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

“Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”

INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 1:1–3; 96:12–13; Isaiah 61:1, 3
P
C

2

Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the LORD.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water.

LSB 423

P
C

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor; . . .
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the L ORD.

P
C

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD,
for He comes, for He comes to judge the earth.

CONFESSION & GOD’S WORD OF FORGIVENESS
P

Let us confess our sins to God our heavenly Father.

C

Heavenly Father, we confess that we are bound to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have “eaten forbidden fruit” in our thoughts, words, and
deeds. We have not produced spiritual fruit in keeping with the new life You
have won for us. For the sake of Jesus’ sacrifice on the tree of the cross, grant
us Your forgiveness. Restore us, O Lord God of hosts! Let Your face shine,
that we may be saved! Amen.

P

As the prophet had written, Jesus proclaimed: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
Me, because the LORD has anointed Me . . . to grant to those who mourn in Zion
. . . a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be
called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD.”

C

As a fellow-redeemed in Jesus, and as His called and ordained servant in this
place, I rejoice to proclaim that these gifts are our own. I therefore forgive you
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Thanks be to God.

ENTRANCE PSALM

Psalm 84:1–4; antiphon: v. 5

P
C

Blessed are those whose strength is in You, in whose heart is a highway to Zion.
How lovely is Your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!

P

My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my heart and flesh sing for
joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she
may lay her young, at Your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.

C
P
C

Blessed are those who dwell in Your house, ever singing Your praise!
Blessed are we whose strength is in You, in whose heart is a highway to Zion.
3

KYRIE – Lord, Have Mercy

LSB p. 168

P

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

P

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

P

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
C

4

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
P

C

Let us pray.
Gracious Father, who provides all that we need to be Your presence in this
world, continue to equip us for service, so that Your holy will would be
accomplished in and among us here, in this place, and in the places where we
live, move and have our being; even as You live and reign with the Son who
saves us, and the Holy Spirit who equips us, one God now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 17:1-7

(Water from a rock.)

1 All

the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by
stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but
there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with
Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you
quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water,
and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of
Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried to the
LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 And the
LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of
Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold,
I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and
water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of
the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah,
because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by
saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

5

EPISTLE READING

Romans 5:1-8

(Peace with God through faith.)

1 Therefore,

since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through Him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace
in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to
shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
who has been given to us.
6 For

while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one
will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would
dare even to die— 8 but God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
L
C
HYMN

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
“Through the Branches of This Tree”

[TUNE: LSB 436]

♫Through the branches of this tree
We may gaze at Calvary.
Where the promise God had willed
In His Son is now fulfilled.
Let the living tale be told:
Come, the tree of life behold! ♫
Arden W. Meade and Peter J. Meade © 2001 Creative Communications for the Parish. Used by
Permission.

HOLY GOSPEL John 4:5-26
P
C
5 So

(Jesus meets the woman at the well.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as He was from His
journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.
6

7A

woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman
said to Him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?”
(For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the
gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked
Him, and He would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to Him, “Sir, you
have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living
water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of
this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him
will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, so
that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
8 (For

16 Jesus

said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no
husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your
husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that
you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in
Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will
you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking
such people to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship
in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming (He who
is called Christ). When He comes, He will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who
speak to you am He.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”

LSB 824

SERMON
7

RESPONSE FROM THE SMALL CATECHISM (1st Article of the Creed & Explanation)
P

C
P
C

As we reflect on how God intersects with His people and graciously meets their
physical and spiritual needs, we speak the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed
and its meaning, which relate the loving work of God the Father for us.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my
body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses,
and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and
drink, house and home, spouse and children, land, animals, and all I have. He
richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All
this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any
merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve
and obey Him. This is most certainly true.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Jesus Christ and for all people
according to their needs.
We pray for all Christians around the world that, as people united in faith, we
may witness to the good news that is ours in Christ Jesus, our Redeemer. We
beseech You, O Lord, HEAR US FOR YOUR MERCY’S SAKE.

P

We pray for all nations of the earth that in all places there may be peace. We
pray for people in lands where there has been upset and strife. We pray for our
own nation that it may know safety and the people may be joyful in their daily
lives. We beseech You, O Lord, HEAR US FOR YOUR MERCY’S SAKE.

P

We pray for all those whose labor serves us, especially those in the military, our
police personnel, medical workers, and all those whose efforts support the
common good. We beseech You, O Lord, HEAR US FOR YOUR MERCY’S SAKE.

P

We pray for the special concerns on our hearts today, including health and
family needs, bringing to You our joys, our sorrows, and our hopes. We
beseech You, O Lord, HEAR US FOR YOUR MERCY’S SAKE

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
8

P

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Sharing of the peace of the Lord.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”

LSB 781, v. 1-2

Public domain

T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE TO HOLY COMMUNION

LSB p. 160

P

The Lord be with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

P

Lift up your hearts.

[Colossians 3:1]

P

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

[Psalm 136]

9

PROPER PREFACE
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And now we
bless You that in Jesus Christ, You have shown us complete and limitless love.
Grant us grace to carry out the special design You have for our lives with whatever challenges there may be, that we remain steadfast in hope throughout our
earthly lives, awaiting the final coming of our Lord in glory and the fullness of the
heavenly kingdom, where, with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
singing:

SANCTUS

LORD’S PRAYER
P
C

10

LSB p. 161

Matthew 6:9-13

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
PEACE OF THE LORD
P
C

John 20:19

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

LSB 962

© 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: © 2001 Paul D. Weber. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no.
100011549.

DISTRIBUTION
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing. At
the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those receiving
the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray. Following
the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who wish to
commune in that manner. All who are communing are encouraged to review the
Sacrament of the Altar on pp. 326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front
of the hymnal.
11

COMMUNION HYMN “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”

LSB 761

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

LSB 774

“Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy”

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
Public domain

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
P
C

O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
His mercy endures forever.

P

Let us pray. We give thanks, heavenly Father, that You have assured us of
entrance to that feast in the heavenly Eden, where we shall sit at table with
Your Son and those who have preceded us in the faith. Grant us strength for
the days ahead, that we may display in our lives the new life You have
bestowed on us in Your grace; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C
12

BENEDICTION
P
C

Behold the life-giving tree, the cross, on which hung the salvation of the world.
To everyone who conquers, the Lord will give permission to eat from the tree
of life that is in the paradise of God.

P

May you be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to show
forth His glory. And may the blessing of God Almighty—the Father who
created you,  the Son who forgave all your sins, and the Holy Spirit who
strengthens you for service in His kingdom—be upon you now and forever.
Amen.

C
HYMN

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”

LSB 924

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

LSB 790, St. 4

AMEN!
Public domain

All music and liturgy used by permission with:
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549. and
Used by Permission: CCLI License # 500626
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