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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
One Tree, Two Stories
March 1, 2020
AS WE GATHER
It is a “tale” of two trees; three, really! Of good and evil, life and death. Where with
the choice set before them, our first parents chose the latter. They chose evil and
death, the consequences with which we have wrestled ever since. But again, there is a
third tree – one in which life and death is worked out for eternity, one that looms in
the distance of the season of Lent; where Jesus also made a choice, to endure the pain
and suffering, to die for us, so that we might live. Thanks be to God through our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ who, upon Calvary, restored us to life. So that the hope of Lent
is to fly fleet-footed to the one place where we might truly live – bathed in the blood
and water that flowed from His side, granting us victory for now and all time. Let the
journey begin … and end here!
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Lead Me to the Cross” (Words & Music by Brooke Fraser ©
2006 Hillsong Publishing)
1. Savior I come, quiet my soul, remember
Redemption’s hill, where Your blood was spilled, for my ransom.
Chorus:

Everything I once held dear, I count it all as loss.
Lead me to the cross where Your love poured out.
Bring me to my knees, Lord, I lay me down.
Rid me of myself, I belong to You.
Oh, lead me, lead me to the cross.

2. You were as I, tempted and tried … human.
The Word became flesh, bore my sin in death; now, You’re risen. (Chorus)
Bridge – Solo
Chorus
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
2

T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

LSB 657, St. 1-2, 4

INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 1:1–3; 96:12–13; Isaiah 61:1, 3
P
C

Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the LORD.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water.

P
C

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor; . . .
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the L ORD.

P
C

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD,
for He comes, for He comes to judge the earth.

CONFESSION
P

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for self-examination.
P

C
C

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault,
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.
The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission
of all your sins. Amen.
I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you,
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.
3

P
C

The almighty and merciful Lord  grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission
of all your sins.
Amen.

KYRIE – Lord, Have Mercy

LSB p. 168

P

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

P

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

P

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, You know that by ourselves we cannot but sin.
In Your mercy give us Christ’s own righteousness so that, like trees by streams
of water, we prosper in all that we do, to the glory of Your holy name; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Genesis 2:7-9, 15-17, 3:1-15
(The disastrous fall of mankind into sin)

7 Then

the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the LORD God
planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there He put the man whom He had formed.
9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to
the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. …
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and keep
it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree

of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for
in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”…
1

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God
had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in
the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
5

6 So

when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit
and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed
fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
8 And

they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him,
“Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I
ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14 The LORD

God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
L
C

6

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

Romans 5:12–19
(Death through Adam; Life through Christ.)

12 Therefore,

just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin,
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
15 But

the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass,
much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus
Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's
sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift
following many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one man's
trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man
Jesus Christ.
18 Therefore,

as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man's
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one Man's obedience the many
will be made righteous.
L
C
HYMN

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
“Through the Branches of This Tree”

[TUNE: LSB 436]

♫Through the branches of this tree
We may gaze at Calvary.
Eve and Adam’s debt is paid
By the sacrifice Christ made.
Let the living tale be told:
Come, the tree of life behold! ♫
Arden W. Meade and Peter J. Meade © 2001 Creative Communications for the Parish. Used by
Permission.
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HOLY GOSPEL
P
C

Matthew 4:1–11
(Jesus is led into the wilderness by the Spirit.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter
Glory to You, O Lord.

1Then

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
after fasting forty days and forty nights, He was hungry. 3 And the tempter came
and said to Him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves
of bread.” 4 But He answered, “It is written,
2 And

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
5 Then
6 and

the devil took Him to the holy city and set Him on the pinnacle of the temple
said to Him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,

“‘He will command His angels concerning you,’ and,
“‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”
7 Jesus

said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the
test.’”
the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these I will give you, if
you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is
written,
8 Again,

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God
and Him only shall you serve.’”
11 Then

the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to Him.

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON

8

“In Adam We Have All Been One”

LSB 569

RESPONSE FROM THE SMALL CATECHISM

P
C

In the Lord’s Prayer we ask, “And lead us not into temptation.”
What does this mean?
God tempts no one. But we pray in this petition that God would guard and
keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us
or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice.
Although these things attack us, we pray that we may finally overcome them
and win the victory.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

C

P
C

P

C

P
C

Let us pray for the Church here and around the world, and people everywhere
in their various needs.
For everyone weighed down by their bondage to sin and an inability to stop
sinning by thought, word, and deed, let us pray to the Lord.
For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father,
open their ears to hear the Gospel anew; free them to live before You in Your
kingdom.
For everyone who has fallen prey to society’s distorted morality, let us pray to
the Lord.
For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father,
surround them with faithful and caring members of the Body of Christ; call
them back in repentance and hope.
For those who keep the peace at home or are deployed abroad, for those who
provide care and guidance in relationships, finances, and health, and for those
who respond to natural disasters and crises of various sorts, let us pray to the
Lord.
For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father,
accompany them with Your Holy Spirit; protect them from harm, and give
them wisdom in all circumstances.
For ourselves and the Church around the world as we seek to produce true
spiritual fruit, let us pray to the Lord.
For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father,
assure us that we are Your pleasant planting; forgive our errors, and send us
to serve in faithfulness and love.
9

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
P
C

These and any other things You would have us ask, heavenly Father, grant to us
for the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Sharing of the peace of the Lord.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Public domain
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(Musical Offering)
“Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”

LSB 956

T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE TO HOLY COMMUNION

LSB p. 160

P

The Lord be with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

P

Lift up your hearts.

[Colossians 3:1]

P

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

[Psalm 136]

PROPER PREFACE
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a
ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

11

SANCTUS

LORD’S PRAYER
P
C

LSB p. 161

Matthew 6:9-13

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
PEACE OF THE LORD
P
C

12

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

John 20:19

AGNUS DEI

LSB 962

© 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
© 2001 Paul D. Weber. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.

DISTRIBUTION
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing. At
the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those receiving
the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray. Following
the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who wish to
commune in that manner. All who are communing are encouraged to review the
Sacrament of the Altar on pp. 326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front
of the hymnal.
COMMUNION HYMN “In the Shattered Bliss of Eden”

LSB 572
[TUNE: 531]
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
P
C

O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
His mercy endures forever.

P

Let us pray. We give thanks, heavenly Father, that You have assured us of
entrance to that feast in the heavenly Eden, where we shall sit at table with
Your Son and those who have preceded us in the faith. Grant us strength for
the days ahead, that we may display in our lives the new life You have
bestowed on us in Your grace; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

BENEDICTION
P
C

Behold the life-giving tree, the cross, on which hung the salvation of the world.
To everyone who conquers, the Lord will give permission to eat from the tree
of life that is in the paradise of God.

P

May you be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to show
forth His glory. And may the blessing of God Almighty—who created you,
forgave all your sins, and strengthens you for service in His kingdom—be upon
you now and forever.
Amen.

C
HYMN

“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”

LSB 418

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
4.

LSB 790, St. 4

♫ Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew
What the Almighty can do
As with His love He befriends you. Amen. ♫

Public domain

All music and liturgy used by permission with:
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549. and
Used by Permission: CCLI License # 500626
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