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AS WE GATHER
Reflecting on the experience of the transfiguration of Jesus, Peter wrote in his second
letter, “We were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 Peter 1:16). The three disciples on
the mountaintop, Peter, James, and John, were also “ear-witnesses” as they heard the
voice of God the Father say, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased;
listen to Him” (Matthew 17:5). As we listen to the proclamation of the Gospel, we
become “ear-witnesses” as well. The working of the Holy Spirit that shapes our
witness as we share it with others, leads us also to manifest the fruit of the Spirit, to
the glory of God, and in service to others.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS
T PREPARATION T
WELCOME
HYMN

“Glory Be to God the Father”

LSB 506 St. 1-3

INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.
Elder:
Congregation:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Elder:

People of God, built solely on the foundation who is Jesus, let us
go to our glorious Lord, seeking His forgiveness and grace.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Elder:
Congregation:

Heavenly Father,
we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
failed to live in the Spirit, in our thinking, speaking, and acting.
We seek to construct our lives on other foundations, other
than You alone. We waver and crumble in times of stress and
suffering. We fail to pray. We need Your saving presence.
As Jesus revealed His person and ministry through His word
and deed, restore our sight to see nothing but Him alone.
In Your great mercy, forgive, renew, and lead us so that we
may be revealed as His faith-filled followers to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

Elder:

Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His only Son to be our
Savior from sin. Do not fear. Arise. Your sins are forgiven you.
As God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for you, and for His
sake forgives you all your sins, let us rejoice together to be His
sons and daughters, in Jesus’ blessed name.
Amen.

Congregation:

T WORD T
INTROIT

Psalm 99:1–3

Elder:

Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at His holy mountain; for
the LORD our God is holy!
The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned
upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!

Congregation:
Elder:
Congregation:

The LORD is great in Zion; He is exalted over all the peoples.
Let them praise Your great and awesome name! Holy is He!
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HYMN

“Glory Be to God the Father”

LSB 506, St. 4

Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Elder:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Elder:

Let us pray.
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You
confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses
and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You
wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace.
Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring
us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; firmly fixed in
and on Christ alone;

Congregation:

Elder:
Congregation:
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who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 24:9-18 (“God’s covenant with Israel ratified.”)
9 Then

Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went
up,
they saw the God of Israel. There was under His feet as it were a pavement
of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11 And He did not lay His hand on
the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.
10 and

12 The LORD

said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may
give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have
written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses
went up into the mountain of God. 14 And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until
we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let
him go to them.”
15 Then

Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The
glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the
seventh day He called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance
of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the
sight of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain.
And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING

2 Peter 1:16-21

(Jesus’ glory and prophetic word.)

16 For

we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.
17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne
to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,”
18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with Him on the
holy mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you
will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns
and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy
of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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CHOIR ANTHEM

“Day by Day”

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 17:1-9

Elder:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth
chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Congregation:

(Jesus is transfigured.)

1

And after six days Jesus took with Him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led
them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And He was transfigured before them, and
His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as light. 3 And behold, there
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with Him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord,
it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and
one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on
their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and
have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.
9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one
the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”
Elder:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”

LSB 414

SERMON
CREEDAL RESPONSE “Jesus of Nazareth – Who Is He?”
Elder:
Congregation:

Jesus of Nazareth – who is He?
He was born in a stable, His mother and father poor.

Elder:

Is He the Messiah promised to Israel? The Savior of the world?
The King of kings and Lord of lords?
His bed was a manger, His first visitors, shepherds.

Congregation:
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Elder:
Congregation:

Is He the Promised One? Emmanuel? God with us?
He was revealed by angels, protected by God, proclaimed by the
righteous, worshipped by the Magi.

Elder:

Is He indeed the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world?
He was baptized by John to fulfill all righteousness, and spoke
from God as One who teaches with authority.

Congregation:
Elder:
Congregation:

Jesus of Nazareth – who is He, then?
Divine and human, superior and equal, supernal and earthly,
miraculous and natural, incorruptible and tempted, deathless
and mortal, ruler and subject, potter and clay, Lord and friend,
Son of God!

Elder:
Congregation:

He is Christ Jesus – ablaze with the glory of God!
The Light of the world to come!

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Elder:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Elder:

Dear heavenly Father, on the Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus
revealed His light and glory to Peter, James, and John. Embolden
us to proclaim Christ’s light and glory to the ends of the earth.
Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Elder:

Lord, Peter, James, and John heard Your voice on the
mountaintop. Help us to heed Your voice and Your Word that
comes to us in the Scriptures. Strengthen us to listen to Your
voice rather than the voice the world. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR
OUR PRAYER.
7

Elder:

Lord, comfort all those who are suffering in grief. Console them
with the hope of the resurrection to eternal peace and life.
Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Elder:

Lord, Peter reminds us that no prophecy was ever produced by
the will of man, but all prophets are carried along by the Holy
Spirit. Send Your Spirit to call, gather, enlighten, sanctify, and
keep Your people. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Elder:

Lord, You have shined the light of Christ on the world. Help us
reflect Your light to those who are experiencing the darkness of
the world. Bring community to the lonely, stability to those in
transition, and safety to all those who have suffered abuse. Lord,
in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Elder:

Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and
recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and heal
them according to Your good and gracious will. Lord, in Your
mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Additional Petitions and Praises are offered here.
Elder:

Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies,
which are new every morning, even as we pray as You have
taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

All:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION
Elder:

Congregation:

The blessing of God Almighty—the Father, who gave His Son for
the life of the world; the Son, who has revealed to us God’s
grace, mercy, and love; and the Spirit, by whose fruit we are
seen to be children of God—bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Elder:

It is an ancient and honored custom in the Church that during
the season of Lent, the joyful word “Alleluia!” is not used during
worship. On the final Sunday before the beginning of Lent on
Ash Wednesday, the word is set aside, not to be used again until
the joyous celebration of the Resurrection of Our Lord.

HYMN

“Alleluia, Song of Gladness”

LSB 417 v. 1, 3-4

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

LSB 790, St. 4

AMEN!
Public domain
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